
CITY OF WOODINVILLE 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting 

 
Monday 7:00 p.m. 
March 14, 2011 City Hall, Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Acting Chair Nancy Montgomery. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners Nancy Montgomery, Al Taylor (arrived 7:10 p.m.), Rick 
Chatterton, Johanna Berkey, Mace Brady, and Dominic Marzano (ex-officio). 
 
ABSENT: Commissioner Lillie Clinton and Janine Brown (ex-officio). 
 
Also present were Assistant to the City Manager, Alexandra Sheeks, Executive Assistant/Deputy 
City Clerk Linda Fava, and Management Analyst Zach Schmitz.  
 

FLAG SALUTE 
 
Acting Chair Montgomery led the flag salute. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA IN CONTENT AND ORDER 
 
Commissioner Chatterton requested the addition of a letter to the Woodinville Weekly editor as 
Agenda Item 5.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
 
1. Fire District Presentation 
 
Kevin Coughlin, Commissioner, Woodinville Fire & Rescue, introduced Fire Chief Dave 
Daniels, Deputy Chiefs Mark Chubb and Mario Acosta, and Board Secretary Margene Michael.  
 
Fire Chief Daniels reported he or one of the Deputy Chiefs attend the City’s Management Team 
meetings representing the District. Although the Fire District has an important role in the City, 
they are separate entities; the City of Woodinville annexed into Woodinville Fire and Rescue 
Fire District. He commented on the value of a separate entity providing emergency services to 
residents and described the history of the District 1947 to present and services the District 
provides. The District provides more emergency medical services than fire suppression; in the 
past 30 years there has been a 54% decrease in fires. He provided the District’s vision:  striving 
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for perfection, focused on excellence and the District’s values:  visionary, trustworthy, relevant, 
accountable and collaborative.  
 
Fire Chief Daniels recognized the District’s Commissioners: Kevin Coughlin (Vice Chair), Tim 
Osgood (Chair), Randy Ransom, Clint Olson, and Bob Miller. He described the area served by 
the Fire District, advising most of their service area is outside the City of Woodinville. He 
described core services the District provides: 1) executive, 2) administrative, 3) safety and risk 
management, and 4) response/operations (incident response and fleet). He described mutual aid, 
calls for service in 2010, responses times, and emergency management. 
 
During and following his presentation Chief Daniels responded to Commission questions 
regarding the number of fire service deaths in the United States each year, purpose of overtime, 
revenue sources, first responders, reasons fires have declined over the past 30 years, and public 
outreach. He summarized in a disaster, emergency responders likely would not be coming and 
the public needed to be prepared to help themselves. 
 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
1. Minutes of January 10, 2011 

 
Commissioner Brady moved to approve the minutes of January 10, 2011. Commissioner 
Chatterton seconded the motion.  
 
All voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried (5-0). 
 
2. Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair  
 
Chair Nominations 
Commissioner Chatterton nominated Commissioner Mace Brady for the position of Chair.  
 
Nomination to appoint Mace Brady as Chair carried (5-0).  
 
Vice Chair Nominations 
Commissioner Taylor nominated Nancy Montgomery for the position of Vice Chair.  
 
Nomination to appoint Nancy Montgomery as Vice Chair carried (5-0). 
 
3. Old Woodinville School Feasibility/Renovation Study 
 
Assistant to the City Manager Alexandra Sheeks reported the City Council recently reviewed a 
final draft of the Existing Condition Assessment and Reuse Study of the Old Woodinville School 
(OWS). The Council directed staff to present the study to commissions and to seek their input. 
 
Zach Schmitz Management Analyst reviewed goals and objectives of the OWS Study, the history 
of the OWS, and past studies of the OWS. He reviewed components of the recently completed 
Study, opportunities for community input, opportunities/challenges associated with the OWS, 
deed restrictions on the site with regard to alcohol, potential users/tenants, ways that other old 
schoolhouses have been reused and projected parking needs based on uses. 
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Mr. Schmitz reviewed four renovation options developed by the consultant: 
Option A: Update to basic code requirements, seismic and ADA upgrades. Suitable for light 

occupancy such as retail, studio/gallery, office 
Option B: Same as Option A plus upper floor framing upgrades to 2nd floor and interior 

upgrades. Suitable for heavier occupancy on 2nd floor 
Option C: Same as Option B plus new windows, more finish repair/restoration, adding 

restrooms in basement to increase occupancy, insulate basement ceiling. Suitable 
for heavier occupancy in basement such as brewery or restaurant 

Option D: Retain outer shell of building, meet current building codes, new interior. Suitable 
for nearly any use 

Option E: Demolish and fill basement, pave for parking 
 
He also reviewed options for expanding parking. He provided a budget comparison of the 
options. Steps to completion include: presentations to commissions, gathering public feedback 
online and via mail, Council review and selection of a preferred option, and pro forma study of 
preferred option using additional information. Mr. Schmitz invited the Commission to provide 
input regarding the options and financing. 
 
Lucy DeYoung, President, Woodinville Heritage Society, provided several historic photographs 
and described the history of the OWS including the deed restrictions. She commented on the 
importance of the OWS to the community. She identified potential uses that would integrate the 
OWS into the community such as a community theater/multi-media community meeting room, 
satellite library, historic classroom, restaurant with a view of the fields, tourism/visitor center, 
and office/loft space.  
 
She chaired the OWS Task Force appointed by the City Council in 2008 to develop a vision for 
the OWS. The Task Force envisioned a mix of public and private uses and concluded the OWS 
must be saved due to its historical significance and location at the gateway to the City. In 
addition to the financing options identified by the consultant (public/private partnerships and 
grants/donations), she suggested a voter approved General Obligation bond issue; a $6 million 
bond would cost voters $0.18/$1000 AV or $90/year for the average homeowner.  
 
Commissioners’ suggestions/comments/questions included the following: 

 Move part of the building such as front façade (door and brick columns) to be a gateway 
to the park 

 Compare to renovation of old school in Bothell (uses and funding) 
 Develop concept using Bothell UW students 
 Isn’t it nearly impossible to demolish a historical site? 
 Could the City purchase the parking lot across the street? 
 Cost to residents of a bond measure  
 Because the OWS is one of the last remaining historic building and is located at the 

entrance to the City, it has phenomenal potential such as use as a visitor center 
 
Ms. Sheeks and Mr. Schmitz responded to Commissioners’ questions regarding inquiries from 
developers, inclusion of the OWS in the Capital Improvement Plan without funding, existing 
condition of the OWS, passive maintenance done at the OWS, and past City bond issues (none). 
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Commissioner Chatterton moved to extend the meeting 15 minutes. Vice Chair 
Montgomery seconded the motion.  
 
All voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried (5-0). 
 
Commissioner Chatterton moved to revise the agenda to move Agenda Item 5 before Item 
4. Vice Chair Montgomery seconded the motion.  
 
All voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried (5-0). 
 
5. Letter to Woodinville Weekly Editor 
 
Commissioner Chatterton distributed a draft letter to the editor from the Emergency 
Preparedness and Public Safety Commission regarding recent earthquakes and urging residents 
to prepare for an emergency.  
 
Vice Chair Montgomery moved to submit the letter to the Woodinville Weekly for 
publication as soon as possible. Commissioner Berkey seconded the motion. 
 
Commissioner Chatterton agreed to draft a sentence at the end of the article regarding the 
Commission’s commitment to improving the community’s awareness.  
 
All voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried (5-0). 
 
(Commissioner Berkey left the meeting at 9:07 p.m.) 
 
Commissioner Chair Brady commented recent disasters have provided a teachable moment with 
regard to emergency preparedness. He provided a Seattle Times newspaper article and suggested 
the Commission discuss earthquake preparedness at the next meeting.  
 
4. Commission Membership Discussion  
 
This item was postponed to the next meeting. 
 

REPORT FROM EMERGENCY MANAGER 
 
Ms. Sheeks distributed the 2011 Volume 1 ESCA Report, an announcement of a UW seminar 
regarding earthquake risks and preparation, and newspaper articles regarding the Christchurch, 
New Zealand earthquake cleanup and earthquake risk in the Pacific Northwest.  
 
She encouraged Commissioners to attend the March 15 Council meeting when the Council will 
review the Commission’s Work Plan. An update of the Hazard Mitigation Plan will be presented 
to the Commission on April 11 and to the Council on April 19. Public Works Director Tom 
Hansen will provide the Commission an update regarding the Public Safety CAP’s 
recommendation at the April 11 meeting.  
 
Ms. Sheeks reported the City, Woodinville Fire & Rescue, Snohomish County Fire District 7, 
and ESCA are meeting with Brightwater on March 29 to discuss coordination and 
communication in disaster response. 
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REPORT FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 
Commissioner Chatterton inquired about the Commission taking a tour of Brightwater. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 

UPCOMING AGENDA TOPICS 
 
a) Earthquake Discussion 
b) Commission Membership Discussion 
c) Update by Public Works Director on CAP Recommendations 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Chatterton moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice Chair Montgomery 
seconded the motion.   
 
Vote:  All voted in favor of the motion, and the motion carried (4-0).  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:20 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Linda Fava 
Staff Liaison 


