
ORDINANCE NO. 478

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WASHINGTON
ADDING A NEW WMC CHAPTER 21.15 RELATING TO TREE
PROTECTION REGULATIONS, AMENDING WMC 2.24, 20.06, 21.06,
21.14, 21.16, 21.17, 21.24, 21.34, 21.38; MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT
AND THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION BY TITLE
ONLY; AND PROVIDING FORAN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management
Act, the City of Woodinville is required to develop and adopt development regulations
implementing its Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A 130(4) requires that the City of Woodinville, a "fully planning"
city within King County shall update its Comprehensive Plan and development regulations, as
necessary, to reflect local needs, new data, and current laws; and

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council has determined that certain amendments are
necessary to keep the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code updated and to accommodate the
needs of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council has reviewed the amendments contained in
this ordinance and finds that these amendments meet the required criteria in Ordinance No. 172
and WMC 21.46.030; and

WHEREAS, two public hearings were held by the City of Woodinville Planning
Commission on September 17, 2008 and January 21,2009; and

WHEREAS, the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) RCW
43.21C have been met; and

_______WHEREAS,~dQp1iQ~QLtbjs---'1[djDaDc-~wilLpmmD1e-tb~-puhll~ealtl1~saieiy~anrl,,- _
general welfare within the City of Woodinville;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE,
WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 21.15, Development Regulations - Tree Protection, of the
Woodinville Municipal Code is established, as set forth in Attachment 1, which is attached
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as if set forth in full.

Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 2.24, Tree Board, is hereby amended to read as
set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown by stril~ethreugh.

2.24.010 Definitions.

(9) "DaRger tree" (as sefilles ill ',liMe 21.06.139) shall meaR all~ treo witll a someillatioll of stmstural
sofest ansior sisease that makes it slllJjeet to a high proeaeility of failllre, aeeoFsillg to the ellFfellt



Internatiellal Seeiety ofArBoriealtare's Tree Hazard gyalaatioll Standards fer Hazard Tree R~tillg, and a
I'r01HfIlify to l'erS01lS or jlfol'ert;' that is imraediately tlweatefliflg. (Reserved),

2.24.090 Tree planting.
The City shall have the right to regulate the species, installation method, and relative condition of trees

located in the City rights-of-way and City-owned property and to cause removal and replacement of
unsuitable, damaged, or unhealthy trees, The following regulations apply to planting of trees and plants in
the City rights-of-way:

(1) Trees and plants shall be considered for preservation and planting in all City construction
and/or land use projects pursuant to tree preservation regulations of Chapter~ 21.15 WMC. An
administrative variance may be granted by the City Tree Official if the preservation requirements
interfere with the effectiveness of the public project. Planting alternatives on other public property
shall be considered as mitigation for tree loss due to a public project.

2.24.140 Tree removal.
The City may remove any public tree determined to be a hazardous or dangerous tree by the City Tree

Official. Tree removal shall comply with methods according to the tree care standards manual and the
following regulations:

(1) All tree removal and/or tree pruning works on public property shall be performed by a licensed,
bonded, and insured contractor, pursuant to WMC 2.24.170.

(2) No City trees shall be cut down, killed, or removed for any reason without complying with the
following public tree removal process:

(a) File an application with the Planning Department;
(b) Secure a permit for tree removal;
(c) Trees shall be replaced to mitigate the loss of the removed tree(s) equal to one tree credit in

accordance with the replacement table ofWMC 21.1e.l7Q(4) 21.15.070.
(3) A tree removal permit is required to be obtained prior to the removal of any City tree by a

private party. A permit shall be approved only when one or more of the following conditions exist as
determined by City staff:

(a) The tree is infected with an epidemic insect or disease for which removal is the
recommended practice to prevent transmission to other trees;

(b) The tree poses a public nuisance;
(c) The tree poses a safety hazard that pruning, transplanting, or other treatments cannot

correct;
_________(c12 The tree severely interferes with the growth and development of a more desirable tree;

(e) Required infrastructure work or improvements would kill the tree or render it a
hazard/danger and no other alternative is feasible;

(t) Removal of the tree is necessary to implement or maintain a vegetation management plan
for the area, as approved by the City;

(g) Removal of the tree(s) is necessary to provide the only reasonable access to adjacent
private property.

(4) Mitigation is required if a public tree is removed, injured, or otherwise damaged by a private
party. The mitigation value shall be calculated by the City or qualified representative using the
formula outlined in the most recent edition of the "Guide for Plant Appraisal," published by the
International Society of Arboriculture, or other comparable source authorized by the Planning
Director. Current calculated timber, pulpwood, or cordwood values will not be acceptable mitigation
values for public trees. The mitigation value shall be paid into the City tree account as established in
WMC 21.1 e.17Q(3)(d)21.l5.050 or the City will require a replacement to be installed in accordance
with the regulations and standards set forth for public trees. All or a portion of this mitigation may be
met by planting replacement trees on- or off-site as determined by the City.



Section 3. Amendment to Chapter 20.06, Subdivision and Short Subdivision
Regulations, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline;
deleted text is shown by stril(ethrough.

20.06.175 Tree preservation and protection.
All subdivisions and short subdivisions shall provide tree preservation and protection in accordance

with Chapter~ 21.15 WMC. A tree plan shall be part of the preliminary plat or short plat submittal
requirements and approved prior to preliminary or short plat approval.

20.06.220 Improvements- Construction.
Construction of subdivision improvements prior to final plat or short plat approval or subsequent to

final plat approval as a condition to meeting financial requirements shall proceed as follows:
(1) Complete construction drawings, specifications and related material shall be submitted to the

City Permits Center DirectorlBuilding Official for approval prior to the commencement of
construction. The submitted drawings and specifications shall be designed and certified by a
registered civil engineer. Construction drawings shall be in conformance with the conditions, if any,
of preliminary plat or short plat approval and applicable City standard.

(2) Construction of improvements shall not be initiated without authorization of the City Engineer.
The City Engineer shall authorize the subdivider to proceed with construction after approval of the
construction drawings and specifications by the appropriate City department. The City Engineer may
grant approval on condition additions or changes are made in the drawings or specifications, or on the
inclusion or implementation of mitigating measures necessary to minimize the impacts of the
construction on the environment. Conditions required to minimize enviromnental impacts shall
conform with the requirements ofthe WMC regarding environmental impact procedures.

(3) Any changes to the construction drawings or specifications involving design of the
improvements shall first be reviewed and approved by the City Engineer and the appropriate City
department.

(4) City Tree Official-approved tree protection measures shall be installed and inspected prior to
beginning any construction activities. Damage to any preserved tree shall result in replacement
pursuant to WMC 21.1e.13Q aflEl21.1e.17Q 21.15.070 of the damaged tree to equal the number of tree
credits lost as a result of the damage. After construction activities are completed, the applicant shall
provide an inspection report prepared by a certified arborist of the condition of the preserved trees.

Section 4. Amendment to Chapter 21.06. Technical Terms and Land Use
Definitions, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by ),!ul.!n~de!<.rC!Jli~n.2e.~; _
deleted text is shown by strikethrough.

21.06.089

21.06.101

21.06.139

Canopy. Canopy: the percentage of the city or a site's area that are shaded by trees.

City Tree Official. City Tree Official: the CemmHni!)' Development Services Director
or his/her designees responsible for implementing the Community Urban Forestry Plan
and Regulations, The City Tree Official shall use the expertise of a certified arborist,
under contract by the City, for technical advice on decisions related to the community
urban forest.

Critical Root Zone. Critical Root Zone: the area surrounding a tree at a distance from
the trunk, which is egual to one foot for everv inch of tree diameter at breast height or
otherwise determined by a gualified tree professional. Danger tree. Danger tree: an)
tree with a eemainatien ef strHetHral Elefeet anEi/er Elisease that makes It sH~eet te a higa
jlreaaaili-ty ef failHre (aeeerEling te the eHFrent lH-tematienal Seele!)' ef ArherieHltHre's



Tree Ha><anl E'ialaatisn Stanaaras fer Hazara Tree Rating); aRa a prsllimity ts perssns sr
pF8perty that is immeaiately threatening, as aeterminea By a certifiea arasrist.

21.06.140 Crown. Crown: the area of a tree containing leaf- or needle-bearing branches.

21.06.14tI141 Daycare. Daycare: an establishment for group care of nonresident adults or children.
(1) Daycare shall include, but not be limited to, NArCS Industry No. 624411- Child

daycare services, NArCS Industry No. 62412 - Adult daycare centers, and the following:
(a) Adult daycare, such as adult day health centers or social daycare as defined
by the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services;
(b) Nursery schools for children nnder minimum age for education in public
schools;
(c) Kindergartens or prekindergartens when not a part of a public or private
school; and
(d) Programs covering after-school care for school children.

(2) Daycare establishments are subclassified as follows:
(a) Daycare r - a maximum of 12 adults or children in any 24-hour period; and
(b) Daycare II - over 12 adults or children in any 24-hour period.

21.06.166 Dlameter-at-breast-height IDBID. Diameter-at-breast-height (DBH): tree measurement
guideline that is the measure in inches of the trunk diameter of each protected or
preserved tree 4.5 feet above the ground line.

21.06.174 fReserveal.Dripline. Dripline: the distance from the tree trunk. that IS equal to the
furthest extent of the tree's crown.

21.06.299 Grove. Grove: a group of three or more significant trees with overlapping or touching
crowns.

21.06.309 Heritage Tree. Heritage tree: a tree or stand of trees that is particularly desirable
because it has valued, unique characteristics that set them apart from other similar trees.
Valued, unique characteristics include uncommon genus, species, form. size. location,
historic significance or other desirable feature(s).

21.06.~310 Historic marker or pla!J]J~,-HistDIiQ.markeLQLJ1laque:.asigll,-eitheI'ireestanding.OL.

building-mounted, and not exceeding four square feet in surface area, commemorating a
notable historic person or event associated with the building or site on which the marker
or plaque is located or, in the case of roadside historic markers, in the immediate vicinity
of the site on which the marker is located.

21.06.Mtl311 Hobby, toy, and game shop. Hobby, toy, and game shop: an establishment engaged in
the retail sale of toys, garnes, hobby and craft kits, including uses located in NArCS
Industry Nos.:

(I) 45112 - Hobby, toy and game shops; and
(2) 453998 - Limited to collectors items (e.g., autograph, coin, card and stamp shops).

21.06.359 Limit of Disturbance, Tree. Limit of Disturbance, Tree: the boundarY between the area
of minimum protection around a tree and the allowable site disturbance as determined by
a qualified tree professional.



21.06.486 Qualified Tree Professional. Qualified Tree Professional: an individual with relevant
education and training in arboriculture or urban forestry. The individual must be an
arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture or a registered consulting
arborist from the American Society of Consulting Arborists. A qualified tree professional
must be certified at tree risk assessments and prescribe appropriate measures necessary
for the preservation of trees during land development. For Forest Management Plans, the
qualified tree professional must have the ability to assess wooded sites and prescribe
measures for forest health and safety. A qualified tree professional that makes
determinations on hazard or nuisance trees is required to have certification as a tree risk
assessor.

21.06.599 Significant tree. Significant tree: an existing healthy tree which has a mlmmum
diameter-at-breast-height of six (6) inches, as measured according to the most current
published edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant
Appraisal".

21.06.M9600 Signs or displays of limited duration. Signs or displays of limited duration: Any sign,
banner, pennant, or advertising display intended to be displayed for a limited time period.
Easily removed signs attached to windows and humans holding signs are considered
temporary signs. Signs or limited duration can be manually removed without the use of
tools or equipment.

21.06.-600602 Site cost per student. Site cost per student: the estimated cost of a site in the district for
the grade span of school to be provided, as a function of the district's design standard per
grade span and taking into account the requirements of students with special needs.

21.06.617 Specimen Tree. Specimen Tree: a viable tree that is considered in verv good to excellent
health and free of major defects, as determined by the City's Tree Official.

21.06.679 TFee amI/OF ('laDt industry (,Foressional. Tree and/er ('lant indHstry ('refessienal; an
individHal vme has J3refessienal e''l'erienee in the tree and/or ('lant indHstr)' inelHding, am
no limited te, araorieHkHre, landsell(ling, hortieHkHre, maan forestry or similar indHstries
as also defmed in Woodin-ville MHfliei('al Cede 2.24.010(12). (Reserved)

21.06.680 Tree Removal. Tree Removal: the removal of a tree, through either direct or indirect
actions, including but not limited to: (I) clearing, damaging or poisoning resulting in an
unhealthy or dead tree; (2) removal of at least half of the live crown; or (3) damage to
roots or trunk that is likely to destroy the tree's structural integrity.

21.06.fi8G682 Ultimate roadway section. Ultimate roadway section: a designation by the City of
Woodinville that the maximum roadway or intersection capacity has been reached and
further right-of-way acquisition and/or improvements are not feasible to increase peak
hour vehicle capacity.

21.06.683 Understory. Understory: The layer formed by grasses, shrubs, and small trees under tbe
canopy oflarger trees and plants.

21.06.695 Viable Tree. Viable Tree: a significant tree that a qualified tree professional has
determined to be in good health, with a low risk of failure due to structural defects, is



21.06.6%697 Vocational school. Vocational school: establishments offering training in a skill or trade to
be pursued as a career, including uses located in NAICS Industry Group Nos.:
(I) 51151 - Apprenticeship training; and
(2) 61121 - Junior colleges.

21.06.716 Windfirm. Windfirm: a condition of a tree in which it can withstand moderate storm

Section 5. Amendment to Chapter 21.14, Development Standards - Design
Requirements, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by
underline; deleted text is shown by strikethrolJ§h.

21.14.710 Site landscaping.
(I) Intent.

(a) To encourage the abundant use of gardens and other landscaping in site and development design
to improve site aesthetics, enhance the pedestrian experience, and increase the uniqueness of Woodinville.

(2) Design Principle. All developments shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 21.16 WMC,
Development Standards - TFee Retelltiell aad Landscaping, and demonstrate in their development plans
how they meet the intent.

Section 6. Amendment to Chapter 21.16, Development Standards - Tree Retention
and Landscaping, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by
underline; deleted text is shown by strikethrelJ§h.

CHAPTER 21.16 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS­
TREE RETENTION Ac"lD LANDSCAPING

21.Hj,12S
21.16.128
21.16.130
21.16.140
21.16.1S0
21.16.160
21.16.170

TFee JlFeSeFl'atioa e"emJltions.
Single family Fesidential tFee JlFeseFl'ation ineentives
TFee JlFeSel'Vation Fe'luiFements.
TFee JlFeSel'Vation Jllan.
Ineenthes reF tFee JlFesel'Vation.
TFee JlFoteetion.
TFee FeJllaeement.

21.16.020 Application.

Except for communication facilities regulated pursuant to WMC 21.26 , all new development listed in
WMC 21.16.030 shall be subjectto the landscaping aud sigllifieaattFee Feteatiell provisions of this
chapter; provided, that specific landscaping and kee Feteatioa provisions for uses established through a
conditional use permit or a special use permit shall be determined during the applicable review process,
and jlFS'Iided fuFtheF that a",,',' de','elollffiellt oa IlFe existing lots shall ae suBjeet to the tFee jlFeseF'latioll
iaeeatives ia WMC 21.16.128 ia lieu of the Feglilatioas IDeated in WMC 21.16.130 thFOligh 21.16.170.
For the purposes of this chapter, a new development involves a new occupancy or tenant improvement
that exceeds 25 percent of the assessed value of the structure before the improvement or before any
damage occurred, if the structure has been damaged and is being repaired.

21.16.030 Land use grouping.
In order to facilitate the application of this chapter, the land uses of Chapter 21.08 WMC have been

grouped in the following manner:



(6) Uses contained in Chapter 21.08 WMC that are not listed in subsections (1) through (5) of this
section shall not be subject to landscaping aBd tree retentien except as specified in any applicable review
of a conditional use or special use pennit.

21.16.090 Landscaping- General requirements.
(18) A tree er plaBt prefessienal qualified tree professional, as defined in WMC 21.06.679 21.06.486,

shall be on-site during any site work affecting preserved trees.

21.16.100 Landscaping- Alternative options.
The following alternative landscape options may be allowed only if they accomplish equal or better

levels of screening and are subject to Planning Director approval:
(3) The width of the perimeter landscaping may be reduced up to 10 percent when a development

retains an additional 10 percent of significant trees or 10 significant trees per acre on-site (above the
requirements ofWMC 21.16.130(2) aBd (3) 21.15.070), whichever is greater;

21.16.12§

21.16.128

TFee pFeseR'ation exemptions.
(I) Additiens, alteratiens, or site work related to aB e"isting single family Home are

ellempt from tree preservation re<jHirements e"eept as stated in WMC 21.16.l30(§).
(2) Tree remoyal to eenstnlet a single family residenee er detaeHed aeeessory dwelling

linit on a pre e"istilig single family lot SHall ae allo'?, ed witHolit a permit provided
tHat tHe pre "'listing lot retains a minirAliffi of 30 tree eredits per aere as re<jHired in
',liMC 21.16.130(1)(a). If tree remo'/al ereates a site eondition of less tHaB 30 tree
eredits per aere, tHen a tree replaeement plaB mlist ae sliamitted meeting tHe
reqmrements ef WMC 21.16.170(4) to attain tHe 30 tree ereait per aere minimlim.
Vellintary tree preservation is strongly eneoliragea aBd may ae eligiale fer a permit
fee reaate in aesordaBse wit1J 'liMC 21.16.128. (Ora. 33§ § 2, 2003; Ord. 2§6 § 2,
2000; Ord. 239 § 4, 1999)

(3) DaBger trees may ae remeyed witHelit a permit, provided tHat tHe owner sliamits te
tHe City a written statement from a eertified araerist demonstrating tHat tHe tree in
qliestien satisfies tHe eriteria ef a danger tree PlifSliaBt to ',liMC 21.06.139. Prior to
danger tree remoyal, tHe City Tree Offisial mlist first eonfirm tHe eredentials of tHe
selested eertifiea araerist, and if satisfied wit1J tHe arBerist's standing, will reqliire
written notifieation from tHe eertified araerist pertaining to tHe danger tree stams of
tHe tree(s) in qliestien.

Single Family Residential TFee pFeseR'atian ineelltk'e. 1'lew single dwelling linit
sonslrHetien on a pre e"isting let, wlletHer aseesser)' to aBotHer slrHemre er net, ma), ae
eligiale fer a Permit Fee Reaate lij3 te $3§0 fer tree preservation in aeeordanse witH Table
21.16.128(a) aelow. Tree sredits are aasea en tHe fermlila proyided in WMC
21.16.130(a)(i) and are salmlated on a per aere aasis.

(I) Single Family Resiaential Tree Preservation Ineentive Taale

Tree sredits
Preserved

30 tree eredits
23 tree eredits
20 tree eredits
l§ tree eredits
10 tree eredits

Permit Fee Reaate



21.16.130

(I) The applieaHt may request a Permit Fee Rel3ate one (I) year after the eOHljlletion of
the new resiaenee or new aetaehea awelling llnit providea that all preserved trees
usea to ealelllate tree sredits are retainea elteept as proviaed for in '.VMC
21.16. I30(t). A Permit Fee Rebate ffillst l3e appliea for no later than three (3) years
following the eOHljlletion of the residonee.

(2) A property O'Nner may reqllest approval for removal of the proservea trees within that
year when the applieaHt aemonstrates that new trees willl3e plaHtea in aesoraaHse
'Nith replaeement regHlations ofWJI.'!C 21.16.170 to bring the tree ereaits eqllal to tho
8lnollHt of the eredit originally reseivea.

(3) When the applieant is eligil3le to resewe the rel3ate, the applieaHt may aesignate tho
reaate amollHt l3e paia towards a City tree related program in Iiell ofreeeiving
paymeHt. A Jist of eurreHt tree programs sHalll3e on file with the PlaHning
DepartmeHt.

(4) DaHger trees do not apply to this ineeHtive.

TFee I'FeseFVatioB Fe'luiFemeBts.
(I) Preservation oftroes shalll3e given priority wHen aeveloping site designs aHa layollts

for development. Preservation is preferred over replaHting. Minimllm tree eredits
shall be reqllirea in the blliJElable area of eaeh site. THe bllilaable area shall exelllae
on site pllblie rights of way aHd private streets, aHa sensitive areas ana their bllffers.
THe tree density may eonsist of existing trees aHa/or replaeemeHt trees in aeeoraaHee
with WMC 21.16.170. THe trees to be preservea on eash site SHall be aetermined
prior to appro"al of a tree replaeement plaH b)' tho City Tree Offieial. When there are
feasible alternatives for the loeation of proposed bllildings or improvements on the
site, the preservation of trees shall oeellr aeeording to the following minimllm
requiremeHts:
(a) The minimllm tree eredits faetor reqllirea for eaeh site is 30 tree eredits per aere.

Calelllation of tree eredits to be preservea shall l3e in aeeordaHee with the
following tal3le. Tree eredits are assignea aeeoraing to the diameter at I3reast
Height of preserved trees as definea in ',liMC 21.06.166. WHen a tree's aiameter
at I3reast Height has l3een determined, locate that numl3er in the eolllmn marked
diameter at I3reast height. The treo sredits are loeatea to the left of the diameter
at I3reast Height eolllmn. The nllml3er of tree eredits mllst eqllal 30 Ol,eept as
provided in WMC 21.16.170. A variety ofspeeies is eneouragea when
preserving trees.

(i) Tal3le 1 Preserved Tree Credit Table
Conversion from diameter at I3reast height to tree ereaits for treos
proteeted on site:
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(b) Trees leeated within ~. reEjllired jlerimeter landseajliog area shall be jlreserved
alld eredited tewards the reEtHired IlHmber eftree eredits;

(e) All adeEtHate bHffer ef smaller trees shall be jlreserved er rejllaeed en the fringe
eftrees that were jlfevieHsly 'eeated in a e'esed, ferested sitaatiell to mitigate
wind iHlflaets.

(d) A groHl'ing of three (3) or more eldstillg trees with eanojlies that tOHeh or
0', erial', may be givell elle (1) tree eredit I'rovided eaeh tree has a diameter at
breast height ef at least three (3) inehes;

(e) A Heritage Tree shall be oredited at twiee the diameter at breast height fer tree
eredit ealeHlation. An lljljllieant may reeeive eredit if a tree is Ilemillated and
reeeives reeegaitiell fer a Heritage Tree ell site jlrior to filial lljll're"al efthe tree
jlreservation jllan.

(f) "'"eejlt as jlrevided ill sHbseetiell (g), trees to be jlreseF¥ed shalillot inelHde trees
that are:
0) Idemified bv a eertified arberist te be damaged, diseased, or a dallger tree;
(ii)Determined by a eertified arborist to be safety hazards dHe to jletemial reot,

trHllk or jlrirnary limb failHre, or eJ(I'0sHre of matme trees whieh have gro",'Il
ill a elosed, ferosted sittlatioll; and

(ili)At risk of damage dHe to the jlroldmity of the eonsweted I'rojeet, as
determined by a eertified arboris!.

(g) fA the diseretion of the City Tree Offieial, damaged or diseased or standing dead
trees may be jlreseF¥ed and "redited toward the tree I'reservatioll reEjlliremem if
demonstrated that sHeh trees vlill jlrovide imjlortall! wildlife habitat alld are not
elassified as a danger tree. Danger trees may be felled to jlrevellt hazardoHs
eonditions and mHst Ilot be removed.

(R) Additlollal tree jlresen'atioll may be reEtHired ",'hen a I'rojeet is loeated all or
withill 59 feet of steejl slojled areas as determined by the City Tree Offieial.
Tyjle II1lalldselljling is reEjllired fer all)' jlerirneter area of a jlrojeet that is
elqJosed on the slol'o ",'here thero is direet "isHal imjlaet from other aroas of the
Gity.

(i) k shallbo tho resl'onsibility of the lljljllieall! to jlay fer the sewieos of the



21.1(•.140

eertifiea arlJerist.
U) A aeyeloflmeHt will reeeh'e an aaaitioHal 5 tree ereaits for HflgraaiHg aH eHtire

re~liirealaHaseafle area from TYfle III to Type II ana from TYfle II to Type I OH
site.

(2) If the ajlfllieaHt's site aesigH analayolit mils to flreserve the re~liireaHlimeer of tree
ereaits as set forth iH WMC SeetioH 21.16.130(1), the City Tree Offieial shall re~liire

the site aesigH aHalayom to ee reaesigHea to flreserve the re~liirea tree ereaits. Slieh
reaesigH ean iHelliae, elit is Het limitea te, streets, siaewalks, stormwater meilities,
milities, flarkiHg lots, site graaiHg, lmiklings, aRE! other ffiaH maae stnletlires or
faeilities.

(3) The ajlfllieaHt's site aesigH aHalayolit shallee elCeHlfltea from ',liMC 21.16.130(2) if
the refllaeemeHt of the trees is eOHsisteHt with tho mteHt of this ehajlter ana the
aflfllieaHt meets """. of the followiHg eriteria:
(a) R"aesigH of the sito will reslilt iH sliestaHtial eeoHomie harm to tho ajlfllieaHt, ey

an iHerease iH aeveloflmeHt eosts of 25 flereeHt or more;
(13) The reaesigH of the site earMOt ee aehie'iea withem threateHiHg the 'liaBility of

the flreservea trees, as aete_ineaey a eertifiea areerist; or
(e) No alternate way to reaesigH the site aesigH analayom e"ists witholit vielating

eity reglilatioHs er oraiHaHees.
(4) E"istiHg tree eorriaors aajaeeHt to other tree eorriaors shallee flresen'ealiHless the

aeveloflment ~Halifies for an el[emfltioH liHaer slieseetioH (3).

(5) WlleH HO Hew aeveleflmeHt is flroflosea, trees ma:> ee removea, flreyiaea:
(a) 1'10 flermit is re~liirea for removal ef Hfl to HiHe (9) tree ereaits fler ",wh'e meHth

flerioa er HiHe (9) tree ereaits, aeeeraiHg to the tree ereaits seheElHle ef ',liMC
21.16.130, fler aere fler ",velye month fleriea, e"eeflt iH eritieal areas as flreviaea
ey ',liMC 21.24.

(13) Remoyal ofmero thaH HiHe (9) tree ereaits fler ",velye meHth fleriea er Hine (9)
tree ereaits fler aere fler twelve menth flerioa re~liires ajlflroval ef a lana sllfmee
moaifieatieH fleffHit. If remeval ereates a site eeHaitieH oness than 30 tree
ereaits fler aeres, tree refllaeemeHt shallee iH aeeeraaHee with ViM:C
21.16.170(4). Tree ereaits ma:>' alse ee aehievea iH aeeoraanee '>'lith WMC
21.16.130(1) (a), (e), or U).

(e) The lana sllfmee meaifieatieH ajlplieatioH shall iHelliae the followiHg:
(i) IaeHtifieatioH of sloflea areas mere than fifteen (15) flereeHt iH graae.
(ii) Loeation of all) slIeams 01 "etlamls on 01 "Hit;" 1M teeFef the flreflerty.
(iii)Tree presen·atiell fllaH fler WMC 21.16.14 O.
(iv) Tree refllaeemeHt fllan fler WMC 21.16.170.
(v) EresieH eeHtrel fllaH, ifre~liirea.

(a) R"meYal ef trees ma:>' aetivate ether fleffHittiHg re~liiremeHts aHa/er reglilatieHs
ef ether leeal, state, ana/er foaeral regalatieH aHtherities.

(e) Fer """. tree remoYal, tree refllaeemeHt aeeoraiHg te \liMC 21.16.170 mlist ee
flerfoffHea te mitigate for the remevea trees te reaeh 30 tree ereaits fler aere tree
aeHsity.

(f) If mere than Hille (9) tree ereaits fler ",veh'e month flerioa or Hine (9) tree ereaits
fler aere fler ",velve month flerioa are remevea withom a laHa slirfaee
moaifieatioH fle_it, a daily eiYil fleHalty for eaeh tree shall ajlflly as set forth iH
',liMC SeetieH 1.03 aHa 1.06. Immeaiate refllaeemeHt as set forth iH \VMC
21.16.170 willee reqliirea.

Tree preservatioR fllaR. The ajlfllieaHt shall sHl3mit a tree flreSeFYatioH fllaH eeHelirreHt
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'Nitll a hma slirfaee moaifieation permit, site aevelopmeRt pormil, Imilaiag permil, aesiga
review, SBPA, prelimiaary sH-IJaivisioa, or shorl sliaaivisiea applieation, whielwver is
reviev;ea ana appro'lea fifs!. Prior to aelermiaatioa of a eOFaplele application, tIlo Cil)'
Tree Offieial shall make a sile visit 10 eoafirmtlle presenee of trees. The tree
pfesefVatisa plaa shall eoasisl of:
(I) ,A, tree Slifve)' tIlat iaenlifies lhe loeatioa, size, ana speeies of alllrees Sf grslipiag of

trees on a sile. The tree Slilye)' may ae eonalielsaa)' a metlloatllat loeates inaivialial
trees or ay lising slaaaaralimaer emisiag methoas 10 refleel geneFalloeatisns,
alimaers, ana groliping of trees prsviaealhat, whea lising eitller metlloa, tile Slif\'e)'
shall show:
(a) The loeation ana speeies of oaeh tree tIlat is iRteaasalo qlialify fer aaailional

efeait plirsliaHllo "VMC 21 . I Il .159, aaa
(B) AAj' lree eighleea (18) iaehes Of greatef m aiamelef fef tile plirpose of

eSlablishing wilalife haaitat vallie;
(2) A ae,'elopmeRt plan iasRtifymg tile trees tIlat are pfOposealo Be pfeSSf\'ea,

lfansplaalea, or reslorea.
(3) The presef\·atioa plan shallae developed 10 iaellide maialeaaaee eonsideFalions.
(4) A reporlB)' eerlified areorist to mellide, as a minimliffi, tile fellowing:

(a) Plan fe'liew and impael assessmenl of tree femoval and presef\'atioa with tile
proposed developmeal;
(a) Reeommeadatioas 10 realiee impaet whefe impaet is eoasidefealoo sevefe;
(e) Tree presefVation gliidelines to ae iaeorpofatea alifmg sile aevelopmeal;
(a) Maialenanee reeommeadalioas fef eOFapletea pfojeet.

Ineentives foF tFee llFeseFVation
(I) Baeh tree tIlat is nslloeated in tile area fef pefimelef landseaping and is pfesefVed

may reeeive (3) tIlree tree efedits fef eomplying witlllhe fetealion reqliiremenls of
"liMC 21.11l.139, provided it meels one Of mSfe of tile fellowiag eritefia:

(a) The tree eneeeds sinly (1l9) feet in heighl, or lweal)' felif (24) iaehes in diamelef fef evergreen
lrees or tIlirl) (39) iaehes fer aroadleaftrees;

(B) The tree is loeated ia a grenping of at least five (5) trses witll eanopies tIlallolieh
sr oveflap;

(e) The tree provides enefg)' sfrvings thfoligh wialsf wind proleelioa or slimmer
shading as a reslill of ils loeatioa relalivs 10 Bliilaings;

(d) The tree aelongs Is a liaiqlie or IiHliSliai speeies as delefmined a)' tIls City Tree
Offieial;

(e) The tree is loeatea wilhin lv.'enl)' five (25) feet of aAj' sensitive &fea or reqliired sensitive area
Bliffefs;

(I) The !Fee is eighleea (18) inehes Of grealer in diameter at Bfeasl heigh! and is
idenlified as providing valliaale wildlife habitat as aelermined a)' tile Cit)' Tree
Offieial; aad

(g) Trees tIlat are lised in a liaiqlie w~' to shiela mililies and esRlFiatilo to an
inerease in effieiene)' of slieh flinelioas as storm watef rna sff ana ear enfla-lisl
aliffering. A smd)' prepared ay a qlialified professioaal shallae sH-IJmilled B)' tile
applieaHl ana reviewed By tile Cit)' Tree Offieialtllat verifies tile inefease ia
effieieae)'.

(2) The fellowiag ineealives are pfovided 10 eneoliFage msre lree presefVatisH. The
same lrees m~' aolas lisealo feeeive more lhfrA one of tile fellowiag meeRtives:

(a) A fsdlielion in setllaek reqliifemeRts to nolless tIlan lwo (2) feel m~' Be
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21.16.170

admiuistoFatively graRtea fer aevelopmems that iuerease the Humber of toFee
ereaits preservea eu site by oue aRa oue halftimes (I 1,12). A reEjUest for using
the iueeutive shall be submittea by the applieaut prior to issuauee of auy permits
fer the uew aevelopmeut. The City Tree Offieial shall review the reEtuest fer
fiual aeeisiou. The setbaek reauetiou shall uot violate aRj' other eoaes or
restrietieus that govern ae'lelepmeut. The applieant shall aemoustoFate te the City
Offieial that the site is laia out iu sueh a maRuer as to aaeEtuately proviae fer the
health ana sustaiuability oftoFees aRalanaseapea areas aRa are uot affeetea by the
aevelopmeut;

(b) Oue (I) resiaemial uuit bORUS, uot to e"eeea the mUllimum aeusity of W1'IC
21.12.Q3Q aua 21.12.Q4Q, shall be giveu fer a resiaemial projeet that e"eeeas the
reEtuirea Humber oftoFee ereaits by oue aRa oue half(l 1/2) times. The applisaut
must aemoustoFate to the Cit)· Tree Offieial that the site is laia out iu sueh a
maRuer as to aaeEtuately proviae fer the health ana sustaiuabilit)· of the trees aRa
laRaseapea areas aua is uot affeetea by the aevelopmeut; or

(e) A 5Q pereem reaustiou iu CeusultaRt Fees, uet to e"seea $1 ,QQQ fer laRaseape
review shall be giveu te those projests that e"eeea the reEtuirea flUffiber oftoFee
sreaits by 4 times.

Tree preteetieu. The Cit), ef Wooaiuville Tree Care Stauaara Manual proteetiou
measures shall be inaplemeutea aua fellowea prier to aRa auriug every part ef a projeet.
To proviae the best preteetiou fer toFees:
(I) 1'10 eleariug shall be allowea ou a site aRtil appreval of tree preservatiou aRa

laRaseape plaus;
(2) Au area ef prohibitoa aisturbauee, geuerally eerrespouaiug to the drip liue of the

siguifieaut tree shall be iaeutifiea auriug the soustruetiou stage ana a temporary five
(5) feot high ehain link shall be plaeea prior to aRy eleariug ana graaiug. Plastie
feueiug may be usea as approvea by the Cit), Tree Offieia!. IfaRy sigu of
aisturbaRee is observea by the Cit), withiu the toFee proteetiou area, ehaiu lilli, feueiug
shall be reEtuirea;

(3) No impervious sUffases, fill, e"eavatiou, or storage of eoustoFuetiou materials shall be
permittea withiu the area aefiuea by sueh feueiug or stal'es;

(4) A tree aesiguatea fer preservatiou shall Ret have the seil graae alterea within its
aripliue or within fifteeu (15) feet of its EFRnI, whiehever is greater. The graae may
be lo",..erea if a eertifiea araorist ","ith the eoueurreuee of the Cit.>· Tree Offieial _
aetermiues the impaet of 10'1, ering the graae withiu the area aeseribea in this
subseetiou will uot aaversely affeet the health of the toFeo;

(5) Trees shall not be aesiguatea for preservatiou if they are aeaa or iu a aeeliuiug state
or if they are a aaRger tree eKeept as proviaea ferin WMC 21.16.13Q(I)(g),

(6) Graae level ehaRges aeseribea iu Subseetious (4), above shall be aone aeeoraiug to a
plan preparea by a eortifiea arberist that ineluaes measures to be iueorperatea to
reause aaverse impaets ou toFees proteetea; ana

(7) Alternative proteetiou methoas may be usea if aetermiuea by the City Treo Offieial
to proviae eEjUal or greater toFee proteetion.

Tree rel'laeemeut.
(I) If e'listing toFeos are inappropriate or iuaaeEtuate to meet the miuimum of 3Q tree

ereaits per aere, a suffieiem Humber ofreplasemem trees shall be plantea te meet the
miuimum reEtuiremem. To aetermine the total uumber of roplaeemem toFees reEtuirea,
refer to Table 2 loeatea iu subseetiou (4) of this seetiou.



(a) Relllaeemellt trees are meaS\ifea aifferently than llreservea trees. Insteaa ef
measaring aiameter at sreast height as in llreservea trees, relllaeement trees shall
se measareasy ealiller ine1les. Caliller on relllaeement trees shall so measllfea e
inehes asove the groanaline for 4 ineh ana smaller trees ana 12 inehes aBo'ie the
groanaline fer larger relllaeemellt trees.

(s) Refer to TaBle 2 ana seleet the tree ereait valae, whieh eorresllonas with the
ealiller fer eaeh relllaeement tree. EXa<!1fJle: A 2 ineh ealiller tree has a ereait
valae ofO.5.

(e) Aaa all the tree ereElit valaes for all relllaeement trees to aeteffl1ine how many
trees willse reEJaireato aehieve the minimam site tree ereaits. Examllle: If there
are no trees, or the trees are not 6flllrOllriate for llreteetion on a 1 aere site ana the
seleetea relllaeement trees were 2 ineh ealiller, then relllaeement trees mastse
lllantea.

(2) Relllaeemellt Tree Qeality. Relllaeemellt trees shall ae State Dellartmellt of
Agrieallrne }!ersery Graae No. I or Better ana verifiea ay the llrojeetllrollonollt llrior
to lliallting. Relllaeement trees neastse llrollerly stakea fertilizea ana melehea in
aeeoraanee with the Tree Care Stanaaras Manaa!.

(3) R~lllaeement Tree Loeation.

(6) City Tree Offieial Ai"llrO'lal ReEJairea. The 6fllllieant's llrollosealoeation of
transllialltea or relllaeement trees shallse sasjeet to City Tree Offieial allllreval
as j'lart ofthe tree rej'llaeement j'llan.

(B) Loeation on Site. To the elHent feasiale ana aesiraBle, trees shall ae reloeatea or
relllaeea on site.

(e) Reloeation or Rej'llaeement off Site. Where it is not feasiBle to reloeate or
rej'llaee trees en site, reloeatioH or rej'llaeemeHt may ae maae lit another City Tree
Offieial 6flj'lro'lea loeation iH the City.

(a) City Tree Fana. Where it is Hot feasiale to reloeate or rej'llaeo trees on site or at
another City Treo Offieial 6flj'lrovealoeatioH in the City, the Aj'lj'llisallt shall j'lay
illto the City Troe Fana an amoHHt of money 6flj'lroldmating the eerrent market
valae of the rej'llaeemellt trees that woela othervlise ae reEJeirea. The City shall
ase the City Tree Fana fer the j'lllfj'lose of aeEJairing, maiHtainiHg, ana j'lreserviHg
wooaea areas, aHa fer lllalltiHg aHamaintainiHg trees within the City.

(4) Taale 2 Rej'llaeemellt Trees
----------------------------- COHversioH from ealij'lef to tree ereaits fer rej'llaeemeHt trees:

(CalilleF)

4

CFeaits IHehes
(CalifleF)

CFeaits



Section 7. Amendment to Chapter 21.17, Forest Practice Regulations, is hereby
amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown
by stril<ethrelJ§h.

21.17.050 Forest practice application requirements.
(I) General Requirements.

(e) Tree preservation standards shall be applied to forest practices in accordance with WMG
21.16.130 through 21.16.200 WMC 21.15.

(2) Review Criteria.
(c) Class IV-General forest practices proposed where a development permit, other than a land
surface modification permit, has not been submitted shall comply with the following additional
requirements:

(i) No more than 35 percent of the volume of trees, by species shall be removed or
no less than 'J.O the required tree credits per acre pursuant to WMC 21.16.130 21.15.070 shall
remain, which ever is greater, within any six-year period throughout the gross area ofthe site.
Sensitive areas and associated buffers may not be applied. The retained trees shall consist of
timber that is equivalent to the average size, age, and species of the harvested trees; and

Section 8. Amendment to Chapter 21.24, Development Standards - Critical Areas,
is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is
shown by stril<ethrolJ§h.

21.24.430 Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas- Performance standards.
(11) Tree Retention. The tree retention provisions of Chapter 2+.-±{j.-2l.l5 WMC shall apply to the

protection offish and wildlife habitat conservation areas.

Section 9. Amendment to Chapter 21.34, General Provisions - Residential Density
Incentives, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline;
deleted text is shown by strikethrolJ§h.

21.34.040 Public benefits and density incentives.
(6) The following are the public benefits eligible to earn density incentives through RDI review:

(g) Tree Preservation.

- - .... - BENEFIT-- - - DENSITY"
INCENTIVE

Type Qualifying Conditions Bonus

(i) Preservation of (a) Preservation must be one and one-halftimes the One residential
Additional Tree Credits required preservation on site in accordance with WMG bonus unit.
On Site 21.16. 150(2)(lJ) WMC 21.15.070.

(b) Bonus must not exceed the maximum allowed
density ofWMC 21.12.030 or 21.12.040.

21.34.080 Applicability of development standards.
(2) RDI developments in the R-4 through R-8 zones shall be landscaped as follows:

(a) When 75 percent or more of the units in the RDI development consists oftownhomes or
apartments, the development shall provide perimeter landscaping and tree retention in accordance
with Chapter 21.16 and 21.15 WMC for townhome or apartment projects.
(b) When less than 75 percent of the units in the RDI consists oftownhomes or apartments, the
development shall provide landscaping and tree retention in accordance with Chapter 21.16



WMC for townhomes or apartments on the portiones) of the development containing snch units;
provided, that if buildings containing such nnits are more than 100 feet from the development's
perimeter, the required landscaping may be reduced by 50 percent.
(c) All other portions of the RDI shall provide landscaping or retain trees in accordance with
Chapter 21.16 WMC.

(3) RDI developments in all other zones shall be landscaped or retain trees in accordance with Chapter
21.16 and 21.15 WMC.

Section 10. Amendment to Chapter 21.38, Property-Specific Development
Standards and Special District Overlays, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below.
New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown by slril~elhrolJ§h.

21.38.060 Special district overlay- OfficelResearch Park Development.
(2) The following development standards shall apply to uses locating in office/research park overlay

districts:
(f) The landscaping standards set forth in Chapter 21.16 WMC are modified as follows:

(v) An inventory of existing site vegetation shall be conducted pnrsuant to the
procedures set forth in Chapter U,M and 21.15 WMC. Significant trees identified in the
inventory shall be retained as set forth in Chapter 2+.-14-21.15 WMC for commercial and
industrial developments; and

21.38.065 Special district overlay- Tourist District.
(5) The following development standards and requirements shall apply to all development and all

property nnder common ownership located within the Tourist District Overlay:
(i) Landscaping shall meet the standards set forth in the City's Design Gnidelines and Standards;
provided, that:

(v) Notable trees identified in the Tree Board inventory shall be retained as set forth
in Chapter U,M 21.15 WMC.

Section 11. Criteria for Zoning Code Amendment. The findings presented in
Attachment 2 to this ordinance, regarding criteria for zoning code amendments, are hereby
adopted.

Section 12. Severability. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase
.. of this Ordinaocebe held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such

invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section,
sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance. Provided, however, that if any section, sentence,
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance, or any change in a land use designation is held to be invalid
by a court of competent jurisdiction, or by the Growth Management Hearings Board, then the
section, sentence, clause, phrase, or land use designation in effect prior to the effective date of
this ordinance, shall be in full force and effect for that invalidated section, sentence, clause,
phrase, or land use designation, as if this ordinance had never been adopted.

Section 13. Copy to CTED. Pursuant to RCW 36. 70A.1 06(3), the City Clerk is directed
to send a copy of the amendments to the State Department of Community, Trade, and
Economic Development for its files within ten (10) days after adoption of this Ordinance.

Section 14. Effective Date. The adoption of this Ordinance, which is a power
specifically delegated to the City legislative body, is not sUbject to referendum. This Ordinance
or a summary thereof shall be published in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take
effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication.



ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION OF ITS
PASSAGE THIS 17th DAY OF MARCH 2009.

Bob t, Deputy Mayor for
Scott Hageman, Mayor

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 3/17/2009
PUBLISHED: 3/23/2009
ORDINANCE NO. 478
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CHAPTER 21.15 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS ­
TREE PROTECTION

SECTIONS:

21.15.010
21.15.020
21.15.030
21.15.040
21.15.050
21.15.060
21.15.070
21.15.080
21.15.090
21.15.100
21.15.110
21.15.120

Purpose and Intent.
Applicability - Permit Required.
Exemptions
Alternative Compliance
City Tree Fund
Tree Plans, Review Procedures, and Tree Typing
Tree Density
Tree Protection During Construction
Installation Standards for Required Plantings
Tree Maintenance Requirements
Prohibited Vegetation
Enforcement and Penalties

21.15.010 Purpose and Intent.
(1) Trees are important elements of the phvsical environment. They are integral to

Woodinville's community character and protect public health, safety, and general
welfare. Protecting, enhancing, and maintaining healthy trees. croves of trees and
vegetation are key community values. The City's goal is to achieve an overall tree
canopy coverage of 40 percent for the community. The many benefits of healthy trees
and vegetation contribute to Woodinville's quality of life by:
(a) Minimizing the adverse impacts of land disturbing activities and impervious surfaces

such as runoff, soil erosion, land instability, sedimentation and pollution of waterways,
thus reducing the public and private costs for stormwater control/treatment and utility
maintenance:

(b) Improving the air quality by absorbing air pollutants, assimilating carbon dioxide and
generating oxygen:

(c) Providing cost-effective protection from severe weather conditions with cooling
effects in the summer months and insulating effects in winter:

(d) Providing visual relief and screening buffers;
(e) Providing recreational benefits;
(f) Providing habitat, cover, food supply. and corridors for a diversity of fish and wildlife;

and
(g) Providing economic benefit by enhancing local property values and contributing to

the region's natural beauty, aesthetic character, and livability of the community.
(2) Tree removal in urban areas has resulted in the loss to the public of these benefits. The

purpose of this chapter is to establish processes and standards to provide for the
retention. protection, preservation, replacement, proper maintenance, and use of
significant trees and woodlands located in the City of Woodinville. The intent of this
chapter is to:
(a) Maintain and enhance canopy coverage provided by native trees for their benefits;
(b) Preserve and enhance the City of Woodinville's environmental, economic, and

community character with mature landscapes;
(c) Promote site planning, building, and development practices that work to avoid

removal or destruction of native trees. groves of trees, and the understory of trees
and that avoid unnecessary disturbance to the City's natural vegetation;

(d) Mitigate the consequences of required tree removal in land development through on­
and off-site native tree replacement with the goals of halting loss and enhancing
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Woodinville's tree canopy to achieve an overall healthy tree canopy cover of 40
percent city-wide over time;

(e) Encourage tree retention efforts by allowing flexibility with respect to certain other
development requirements;

m Implement the goals and objectives of the City's Comprehensive Plan;
(g) Implement the goals and objectives of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).

21.15.020 Applicability.

(1) Permit Required. No person shall directly or indirectly conduct any of the activities
listed below before first obtaining a tree removal permit as provided in this chapter
unless the activity is exempted in WMC 21.15.030. Permits shall be processed as
described WMC 21.15.060(5).
(a) Removal any significant tree as defined in WMC 21.06 on any property.
(b) Removal of nonsignificant trees, between 2" and 6" that have a combined diameter­

at-breast-heiqht of 40 inches or the equivalent of 10 tree credits, within a 12-month
period.

(2) Tree Density Compliance. Any new development or redevelopment that results in an
addition, alteration or repair that adds square footaqe equal to or greater than twenty-five
percent of the existing square footage, or has construction costs of an amount equal to
or greater than twenty-five percent of the assessed value, of the structures on-site, shall
fully comply with the tree density requirements in 21.15.070. For tree removals requirinq
Tree Plan IV and Tree Plan I-Minor, the applicant/property owner shall be required to
provide 50 percent qreater tree credits than currently exist, or the minimum tree density
requirement whichever is less, as described in WMC 21.15,060(3)(a)(iii).

21.15.030 Exemptions
The following activities are exempt from the provisions of this chapter;
(1) Emergency Tree Removal. Any tree on private, developed property that poses an

imminent threat to life or property, due to a storm event such as a windstorm or ice
storm, may be removed without first obtaining a permit. The party removing the tree will
contact the City within seven days of removal to provide documentation of threat for
approval of exemption. If the City Tree Official determines that the emergency tree
removal was not warranted, he or she may require that the party obtain a permit and/or
require that replacement trees and vegetation be replanted as mitigation, in accordance
with WMC 21.15.120(8)(b).

(2) Utility Management. Trees may be removed by the City or utility provider in situations
involving immediate danger to life or property, or interruption of services provided by a
utility.

(3) Commercial Nurseries or Tree Farms, A nursery or tree farm owner may remove trees
that are being grown to be sold as Christmas or landscape trees.

(4) Removal of nonsignificant trees with a diameter-at-breast-heiqht of less than 2 inches.

21.15.040 Alternative Compliance
All activities regulated by this chapter shall be performed in compliance with the applicable
standards contained in this chapter, unless the applicant demonstrates that alternate
measures or procedures will be superior to the provisions of this chapter in accomplishinq
the purpose and intent of this chapter as described in WMC 21.15.010. Requests to use
alternative measures and procedures shall be reviewed by the City Tree Official. who may
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request. Examples include but are not limited
to; 1) retention of specimen or heritage trees and qroves of trees, 2) use of low impact
development techniques, and/or 3) Green Building Desiqn or Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design. The City Tree Official is authorized to establish administrative criteria
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for alternative compliance. Alternative compliance is intended mainly for those development
applications requiring a Tree Plan II, pursuant WMC 21.15.060(3).

21.15.050 City Tree Fund
(1) Funding Sources. All civil penalties received under this chapter and all money received

pursuant to WMC 21.15.070 and WMC 21.15.120 shall be used for the purposes set
forth in this section. In addition. the following sources may be used for the purposes set
forth in this section:
(a) Agreed upon restoration payments imposed under WMC 21.15.120 or settlements in

lieu of penalties;
(b) Sale of trees or wood from City property where the proceeds from such sale have not

been dedicated to another purpose;
(c) Donations and grants for tree purposes;
(d) Sale of seedlings by the City; and
(e) Other monies allocated by the City Council.

(2) Funding Purposes. The City shall use money received pursuant to this section for the
following purposes. The Tree Board shall recommend with each bUdget to the City
Council for approval how the fund will be allocated. Prioritization shall be based on the
Urban Forestry Plan.
(a) Acquiring, maintaining, and preserving wooded areas within the City;
(b) Planting and maintaining trees within the City;
(c) Identification and maintenance of heritage trees;
(d) Establishment of a holding public tree nursery;
(e) Urban forestry education; or
(f) Other purposes relating to trees as determined by the City Council,

21.15.060 Tree Plans. Review Procedures, and Tree Tvoina,
(1) Introduction. The City requires a tree permit in conjunction with all development permits

reSUlting in site disturbance and with any proposed tree removal on developed sites not
exempted by WMC 21.15.030.

In order to make better decisions about tree retention, particularly during all stages of
development. tree removal permits will require specific information about the existing
trees before removal is allowed. Different levels of detail correspond to the scale of the
project or activity, Specific tree plan review standards are provided in this section with
the intent of facilitating the preservation of healthy, significant trees.

The City's objective is to retain as many viable trees, groves of trees and the understory
as possible on a developing site while still allowing the development proposal to move
forward in a timely manner. This objective is intended to retain eXisting groves of trees in
order to meet the citywide goal of 40 percent tree canopy coverage.

(2) Tree Plan Required.
(a) Requirement Established. An applicant for a tree removal permit must submit a tree

plan that complies with this section. A qualified tree professional may be required, as
determined by the type of Tree Plan described WMC 21.15.060(3). to prepare certain
components of a tree plan at the applicant's expense. If proposed development
activities call for more than one tree plan level, the tree plan level with the more
stringent requirements shall apply; provided. that the City Tree Official may require a
combination of tree plan components based on the nature of the proposed
development activities. If proposed activity is not clearly identified in this chapter, the
City Tree Official shall determine the appropriate tree plan.

(b) Previously Approved Development. Any subdivision or short subdivision that is
subject to an approved tree plan that had approval prior to the effective date of this
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ordinance shall not be subject to the tree retention and plan requirements In this
section, except that any requested changes to the previously approved tree plan that
results in removal of additional existing trees shall trigger the requirements under this
ordinance. The unchanged tree plan approval shall apply to any building or site
development permits that are applied for In conformance with the approval of that
subdivision or short subdivision.

(3) Tree Plan and Retention Requirements. The following table sets forth the different tree
plans required for development activities or removal requests requiring a tree removal
permit. Applicants for development subject to Tree Plan II or III are required to attend a
Technical Review Committee Meeting prior to submittal, and are strongly encouraged to
do so prior to any site design work, so that the applicable tree retention and replacement
concepts can be incorporated into the design of the subject property. Each tree plan sets
forth the required components and retention standards. The City Tree Official may waive
a component for a tree plan, if he or she determines that the information is not
necessary due to conditions of the property.
(a) Table 1 Tree Plan Regulrements.
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(i) TYPE OF PLAN REQUIRED

Tree Plan I and II is required for any permits that will result In Site disturbance or
exceed the compliance requirements in WMC 21.15.020(2)

Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV
Type of Required for any Required for any Required for new Required for tree
project permits' for one or two permits' for three or residential subdivisions removal on a property

dwellinq units on more detached dweliinq or short subdivisions on which no
individual lot. units: or any use other and related site development activity is

than residential. development permit proposed or in
For individual lots of a applications. proqress.
subdivision or short
subdivision with an Activity requirinq a Tree
approved Tree Plan III, Plan IV includes but is
the Tree Plan III not limited to: requests
requirements shall be to remove healthy tree:
appiied to the individual requests to remove
lots and no new Tree hazard or nuisance tree
Plan I will be required. removal not exempt

under WMC 21.15.030:
and tree removal in
areas dedicated to
ensure protection of
veqetation, critical
areas and their buffers,
including NGPE's. The
plan can be developed
by the applicant but
may require assistance
of aqualified tree
professional.

Major and Tree Plan 1- Major N/A N/A N/A
Minor shall be required for

new development,
redevelopment, or
development in which
the total square footage -

of the proposed
improvements is more
than 25 percent of the
total square footage or
assessed value of the
existing improvements
on the subject property.

Tree Plan 1- Minor
shall be required for all
proposed development
activities and site
disturbance for which
Tree Plan 1- Major
does not aoolv.

*
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Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV
1) Tree 0" 0" 0" 0"
Location (Must be surveyed) (Must be surveyed) (If more than 2 trees

cut)
2) Tree • Size in DBH 0" 0" • Size in DBH
Inventory • Species • Species

• General health
3) Site Plan 0" 0" 0" 0"

(If more than 2 trees
cut)

4) Planting 0" 0" 0" 0"
Plan
5) Tree 0" 0" 0"
protection
measures
6) Tree 0" 0" 0" 0"
density
calculations
Zl 0" 0"
Preservation
and
maintenance
aqreement
8) Other 1) For Tree Plan 1- 1) A property owner
Requirements Major, assessment by a may remove up to two

qualified tree significant trees from
professional shall be their property within a
required if any 12-month period under
significant trees are in a Tree Plan IV, There
reguired yards, within is no limit on the
10 feet of any side number of hazard trees
property line on the that may be removed c "

subject property, or however, additional
within 10 feet of the non-hazard trees may
building footprint not be cut within the 12-
2) For Tree Plan 1- month period if two or
Minor, the above tree more hazard trees are
information shall be removed.
required only for trees 2) An arborist report will
potentially impacted by be reguired, explaining
proposed development how the tree(s) fit the
activity, and surveyed criteria in this section, if
tree locations shall not removal is based on
be required. nuisance or hazard and
3) For lots from a the nuisance or hazard
subdivision or short condition is not obvious.
subdivision, with an Agualified tree
approved Tree Plan III, professional that
the tree information provides the arborist
shall be transferred reoort for hazard or
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Requirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV
over and the applicant nuisance trees shall be
must comply with the certified in tree risk
applicable Tree Plan III assessment.
reguirements. 3) For nuisance or

hazard trees in critical
areas or their buffers,
the planting plan must
propose action to
mitigate the hazard or
nuisance in accordance
to standards set forth in
this section.
4) Tree removal on
undeveloped property
shall be approved only
for hazard or nuisance
trees pursuant to the
criteria in this section.
The tree removal
exemptions in WMC
21.15.030 are not
applicable to
undeveloped property.
5) If the removal
request will result in a
tree density below the
required tree density in
this section, tree
replacement is required
as set forth in this
section.

1) Location of significant trees and their measured driplines and critical root zone, including those on abutting
property whose driplines extend over subject property, shown on a map. A survey may be required for a Tree Plan I
Where ali eXistilig tree WoUld be ihlPacted by potelitial bUildilicts.

2) A tree inventory prepared by a qualified tree professional must include: a) a numbering system of existing
significant trees (with corresponding tags on trees), b) measured driplines, c) size (diameter-at-breast-height), d)
species and tree status (removed or retained) based on Tree Type criteria in this section for all significant trees. The
inventory shall include approximate trunk location and measured dripJine of significant trees that are on abutting
property with driplines extending over the subject property line. A report from a qualified tree professional with tree
risk assessment certification shall accompany the tree inventory, and include: a) an indication. for each tree of
whether it is proposed to be retained or removed, based on health, risk of failure and suitability of species; b1 limits of
disturbance around viable trees; c) special instruction for work within their critical root zone; and d) location and type
of protection measures for these trees d) species ratings (0-100%) according to the most current published edition
of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant Appraisal".

3) A site pian using the information from the tree survey, inventory and report, showing the; a) proposed development
activity; b) location and limits of disturbance of viable trees to be retained according to the tree inventory and report;
and c) trees being removed for proposed development or trees being removed that are not viable. If a tree inventory
is not required. the site plan must show the approximate location of significant trees. their size (diameter-at-breast­
height) and their species, along with the location of structures. driveways, access ways and easements. The plan
shall include size (diameter-at-breast-height), species, and condition of each tree. For large undeveloped sites or
tree removal within NGPE's with a Tree Plan IV, the plan must only show the surrounding trees that would be
impacted by the tree removal. Identification of trees to be removed should be indicated, including reasons for their
removal and a description of removal techniques pursuant to this section.
4) For required replacement trees. a planting plan must be submitted showing location size and species of the new
trees in accordance to standards set forth in this section.
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5) A description and location of tree protection measures during construction for trees to be retained must be shown
on demolition. drainage and grading plans. Protection measures must be in accordance with this 21.15.080.

6) Prior to permit approval, the applicant shall provide a plan showing tree density calculations pursuant to this
section. retained trees trees to be removed. and any required supplemental trees to meet the minimum density.
7) The applicant shall submit a preservation and maintenance agreement pursuant to WMC 21.15.100. for approval
prior to occupancy. recording or final inspection.

(iii) TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENTS

Requirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV
Tree Density The minimum tree The minimum tree The minimum tree Tree Plan IV shall
Requirements density shall apply to density shall apply to all density shall apply to all provide either the lesser

the site to Tree Plan 1- Tree Plan II. Tree Plan III. of the minimum tree
Major. density or 50% greater

tree credit than
Tree Plan I-Minor shall currently exists if the
provide either the lesser site is nonconforming. If
of the minimum tree the size currently has
density, or 50% qreater zero credits, a total of
tree credit than 10 credits will be
currently exists if the required:
site is nonconforming.
If the size currently has
zero cred its, a total of
10 credits will be
required:

* 50 percent greater tree credits: Tree credits currently provided x 1.5 = reguired tree credits

(4) Qualified Tree Professional Reports. Reports prepared by a qualified tree professional
shall contain the following information, unless waived by the City Tree Official. In cases
where the City Tree Official does not agree with the qualified tree professionals
determination, the City Tree Official may seek a third party review, to be reimbursed by
the applicant according to the City's current fee schedule.
(a) A complete description of each tree's health and viability. If a tree is not viable for

retention, the reason(s) must be soundly based on health, high risk of failure due to
structure, defects, unavoidable isolation (windfirmness), or suitability of species and
for which no reasonable alternative action is possible (pruning, cabling, etc.). The
impact of necessary tree removal to remaining trees, including those in a grove or on
adjacent properties, must also be discussed.

(b) The location of limits of disturbance around all trees potentially impacted by site dis­
turbances and any special instructions for work within that protection area (hand-dig­
ging, tunneling, root pruning, maximum grade change, etc.).

(cWor development applications, a discussion of timing and installation of tree protection
measures that must include fencing and be in accordance with the tree protection
standards as outlined in this section.

(d) The suggested location and species of supplemental trees to be used when required.
The report shall include planting and maintenance specifications pursuant to WMC
21.15.090 and WMC 21.15.100.

(5) Tree Plan Review Procedure and Appeals.
(a) When an applicant proposes a development activity or project that requires a Tree

Plan Level I, II or III, the tree plan shall be reviewed as part of the applicable permit
application or process.
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(b) Applicants for a Level IV tree plan must submit a completed permit application on a
form provided by the City. Within 21 calendar days. the City Tree Official shall review
the application and either approve. approve with conditions or modifications, deny
the application, or request additional information. Any decision to deny the
application shall be in writing along with the reasons for the denial and the appeal
process

(c) With respect to Level IV Tree Plans, an applicant may appeal an adverse
determination to the Hearing Examiner. A written notice of appeal shall be filed with
the Development Services Department within 14 calendar days following the
postmark date of distribution of a City Tree Official's decision. The City shall give
notice of the hearing pursuant to WMC 17.09. The applicant shall have the burden of
proving that the City Tree Official made an incorrect decision. Based on the Hearing
Examiner's findings and conclusions, he or she may affirm, reverse or modify the
decision being appealed. The decision of the Hearing Examiner may be reviewed in
County Superior Court using the standards set forth in RCW 36.70C.130. The land
use petition must be filed within 21 calendar days of the issuance of the final land
use decision by the Hearing Examiner.

(6) Tree Plan Review Standards.
(a) Site Design for Development. Tree retention shall be pursuant to this chapter;

provided that such tree retention may use the priority trees listed below and may
apply for alternative compliance under WMC 21.15.040. Tree plans shall comply with
all other tree retention requirements in the Municipal Code, including but not limited
to those in WMC 21.24, Critical Areas.
(i) Tree Retention Standards.

1) Based on the Tree Plan information submitted by the applicant, the
applicant's qualified tree professional, and the City Tree Official's evaluation
of the trees and proposed development on subject property, the City Tree
Official will designate each tree as a Type 1, 2 or 3 Tree according to the
criteria below. The priority shall be that Type 1 trees are preserved as far as
is practicable.
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2) Table 2 - Tree Types.

Tvoe 1 Tree Tvoe 2 Tree Tvne 3 Tree
A viable tree that is determined to be A viable tree that is to A tree that is either (1)
healthy and windfirm by a qualified be retained if feasible. not viable or (2) is in an
tree professional. and provided the area where removal is
trees can be safely retained when unavoidable due to the
pursuing alternatives to development anticipated
standards. and meets at least one of development activity.
these criteria:
a) Heritage trees:
b) Specimen trees;
c) Tree groves and associated

vegetation that are to be set aside
as preserved groves pursuant to
WMC 21.15.100;

d) Wildlife habitat regulated under
WMC 21.24.410-.440;

e) Trees in geologically hazardous
areas as regulated under WMC
21.24290-310;

f) Trees that are more than 75 years
old or have a diameter-at-breast-
height of at least 30 inches; or

g) Trees that are a part of a grove that
extends into abutting property.
such as in a public park. open
space, sensitive area buffer or
otherwise preserved group of trees
on adjacent private property. If
significant trees must be removed
in these situations, an adequate
buffer of trees may be required to
be retained or planted on the edge
of the remaining grove to help
stabilize the remaining trees.

3) At the discretion of the City Tree Official. damaged or diseased or standing
dead trees may be preserved and credited toward the tree preservation
requirement if demonstrated that such trees will provide important wildlife
habitat and are not classified as a hazard or nuisance tree. Hazard or
nuisance trees may be felled to prevent hazardous conditions.

(ii) Incentives and Variations to Development Standards. In order to retain trees, the
applicant should pursue provisions in Woodinville's codes that allow development
standards to be modified. The City Tree Official, Public Works Director, Parks &
Recreation Director and Fire Marshall may review and recommend to the City
Council what development standards may be modified to retain eXisting trees.

(iiilAdditional Variations. In addition to the variations described above, the City Tree
Official is authorized to require site plan alterations to retain Type 1 trees. Such
alterations include minor adjustments to the location of building footprints,
parking, driveways and access ways, and/or walkways, easements or utilities.
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(b) Nuisance Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment
certification shall provide documentation that a nuisance tree meets the followinq
criteria. The City Tree Official may waive the requirement for such documentation
when he/she determines that the criteria have clearly been met.
(i) Tree is causinq obvious, physical damaqe to private or public structures,

including but not limited to: sidewalk, curb, road, driveway, parking lot. bUilding
foundation or roof:

(ii) Tree has been damaged by past maintenance practices that cannot be corrected
with proper arboricultural practices:

(iii) Tree is predisposed to fungus diseases, or chronic diseased tree, that would
require annual spraying:

(iv) There is overcrowding or overplanting: or
(vlThe problems associated with the tree must be such that they cannot be corrected

by any other reasonable practice, including but not limited to the following:
1) Pruning of the crown or roots of the tree.
2) Small modifications to the site including but not limited to moving a driveway,

parking lot. patio or sidewalk to alleviate the problem.
3) Pruning, bracing, or cabling to reconstruct a healthy crown.

(c) Hazard Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment
certification shall provide documentation that a hazard tree meets the following
criteria. The City Tree Official may waive the requirement for such documentation
when he/she determines that the criteria have clearly been met.
(i) The tree must have a combination of structural defects and/or disease which

makes it SUbject to a high probabil'rty of failure and is in proximity to moderate­
high frequency of persons or property: and

(ii) The hazard condition of the tree cannot be lessened with reasonable and proper
arboricultural practices nor can the persons or property be removed.

(d) Trees in Critical Areas or Critical Area Buffers. The intent of preserving vegetation in
and near streams and wetlands and in geologically hazardous areas is to support the
functions of healthy critical areas and their buffers and/or avoid disturbance of
geologically hazardous areas (see WMC 21.24). The property owner must submit a
Level IV Tree Plan to City Development Services Department to trim or fell any tree
from a critical area or critical area buffer. If a tree is considered a nuisance or hazard
in a critical area or its buffer, the priority action is to create a "snag" or wildlife tree
with the subject tree. If creation of a snag is not feasible, then the felled tree shall be
left in place unless the City Tree Official permits its removal in writing. The felling of
any tree will require the replanting of an equivalent amount of tree credits in
conformance with the tree planting requirements of WMC 21.15.070(2) and shall be
planted in prOXimity to where the felled tree was located. Selection of native species
is required, and timing of installation shall be approved by the City Tree Official. If
more than two trees are removed, the City Tree Official may require an approval
pursuant to 21.24 regarding alteration of critical areas.

21.15.070 Tree Density,
(1) Introduction. The requirement to meet minimum tree density applies to new

developments and major redevelopments, and new subdivisions and short subdivisions.
If such a site falls below the minimum density with existing trees, supplemental planting
shall be required. A tree density for eXisting trees to be retained is calculated to
determine if new trees are required in order to meet the minimum density for the site.
Supplemental tree location priority is set as well as minimum size of supplemental trees
to meet the density.

(2) Tree Density Requirement.
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(a) Minimum Tree Density Requirement Established. Undeveloped sites and developed
sites subject to the tree density requirements pursuant to WMC 21.15.020 shall meet
the required minimum tree density as follows:
(i) 60 tree credits per acre, except as required under subsection (ij) below
(ii) Single-family residential lots less than 7,200 square feet and lots in the Central

Business District shall meet the required minimum tree density of 30 tree credits
per acre.

(b) For existing residential subdivisions with Native Growth Protection Easements
(NGPE), the tree credits within the NGPE may be counted where the homeowners
association or owner of the NGPE have determined the number of tree credits that
exist within the NGPE: the remaining tree credits required for the entire subdivision
to meet the minimum tree density will be equally divided among the total number of
lots. Where the tree credits in the NGPE have not been determined, the minimum
tree density shall apply to each lot within the subdivision,

(clThe tree density consists of existing trees pursuant to the priority established in this
section, supplemental trees or a combination of existing and supplemental trees
pursuant to this section. Existing trees transplanted to an area on the same site shall
not count toward the required density unless approved by the City Tree Official
based on transplant specifications provided by a qualified tree professional that will
ensure a good probability for survival.

(d) Tree Density Calculation, For the purpose of calculating required minimum tree
density, City right-of-way, and areas to be dedicated as City right-of-way shall be
excluded from the lot area used for calculation of tree density. Tree density
calculation for existing individual trees is calculated by multiplying the tree credits
based on the diameter at breast height multiplied by the species multiplier:
(i) Diameter-at-breast-height of the tree shall be measured in inches. The

measured diameter-at-breast-height shall be its size at the time of measurement,
except as prOVided in WMC 21.15,070(2)(0.

(ij) The tree credit value that corresponds with diameter-at-breast-height shall be
found in Table 3. The species multiplier is based on the size of canopy for a
mature tree of that species, as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List, The
multipliers shall be as follows:
1) Tree species that have a canopy of 34 feet or less in diameter at maturity

(small trees), the multiplier shall be 0.75:
2) Tree species that have a canopy of 35 feet to 44 feet in diameter at maturity

(medium trees), the multiplier shall be 1.0; and
3) Tree species that have a canopy of 45 feet or greater in diameter at maturity

(large trees), the mUltiplier shall be 1.2.
(iii) Table 3 Tree Density Calculation (diameter-at-breast-heightl.
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Diameter-at-
breast-height Total

(inchesl Credit

From: To:

.1.Q 2.0 0.25

.u 3.7 0.50

3.8 6.6 0.75

6.7 10.1 1.25

10.2 15.2 1.75

15.3 19.2 2.50

19.3 23.1 3.25

23.2 26.0 1
26.1 29.0 ~

29.1 32.0 6

32.1 34.0 Z
34.1 36.0 §.

36.1 39.0 11
39.1 42.0 1Q

42.1 46.0 ,g
46.1 50.0 14

50.1 54.0 16

54.1 58.0 ~

58.1 62.0 20

62.1 66.0 22

'" 66.1 24

Ie) Supplemental Trees Planted to Meet Minimum Density Requirement. For sites and
activities requiring a minimum tree density and where the existing trees to be
retained do not meet the minimum tree density requirement. supplemental trees shall
be planted to achieve the required minimum tree density.
Ii) Tree Location. In designing a development and in meeting the required minimum

tree density the trees shall be planted in the following order of priority:
1) On-Site. The preferred locations for new trees are:

a) In preserved groves, critical areas or their buffers.
b) Adjacent to stormwater facilities as approved by the Public Works

Director under WMC 14.09.
c) Entrance landscaping, traffic islands and other common areas in

residential subdivisions that have enough area to support a mature tree of
that species, as listed in the City of Woodinville Plant Species List.

d) Site perimeter.
e) On individual residential building lots.
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2) Off-Site. When room is unavailable for planting the required trees on-site, or
planting on-site would create· nuisance or hazard trees, then they may be
planted at another City Tree Official approved location in the City. The site
chosen shall be in the same neighborhood, as designated in the
Comprehensive Plan, as the subject site whenever possible.

3) City Tree Fund. When the City Tree Official determines on-site and off-site
locations are unavailable, then the applicant shall pay an amount of money
approximating the current market value of the supplemental trees plus an
additional 50 percent for maintenance, into the City Tree Fund.

4) Alternative Compliance. If alternative compliance is proposed, the
requirements of WMC 21.15.040 shall apply. The remaining tree credits
required shall follow the steps outline above in sections 1), 2), and 3).

(ii) Minimum Size and Tree Density Value for Supplemental Trees. The tree density
shall be based on Table 3 with the multipliers described. The required minimum
size of the supplemental tree shall be 2" diameter-at-breast-height trees for
deciduous and evergreen trees. The installation and maintenance shall be pur­
suant to WMC 21.15.090 and WMC 21.15.100 respectively.

(iiilTree Species for Supplemental Trees. The tree species chosen for supplemental
trees shall either be trees of the same mix of species as the canopy that has
been removed, or native species as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List.
Replacement trees shall be a mix of species.

(f) Incentive for Planting a Mix of Native Species. The applicant has the option of
choosing to plant a mix of native species and planting selected species to avoid
overplanting. For those species identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List with
5-year growth rates, and where a 2" diameter-at breast-height tree is planted, those
trees shall be allowed to count the credit of the tree after the 5th year of growth. This
means that if the tree is 2" at the time of planting, but will be 8" after a 5-year period,
that tree will be eligible for the 8" diameter-at-breast-height tree credit at the time of
planting.
(i) For those applications that utilize this incentive, and are SUbject to a Tree Plan II

or III, the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual
monitoring to be completed by the arborist who completed the initial report.
Monitoring shall consist of a site visit with the City Tree Official, determination of
corrective actions or additional plantings necessary to meet the tree credits, and
a report on the findings for that year. The annual monitoring requirements shall
be completed within thirty days of the anniversary of the date of issuance of the
certificate of occupancy, final inspection or final approval of a subdivision or short
subdivision.

(ii) For those applications that utilize this incentive, and are subject to a Tree Plan I
or IV, the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual
monitoring, to be completed by the applicant. Monitoring shall consist of a site
visit with the City Tree Official, and determination of corrective actions or
additional plantings necessary to meet the tree credits. The annual monitoring
reqUirements shall be completed within thirty days of the anniversary of the date
of issuance of the certificate of occupancy, final inspection or final approval.

(g) Incentive for Preserving Existing Trees. Where a qualified tree professional has
determined that an existing tree will be capable of long-term survival, the City Tree
Official may authorize credit against the permit fee, if the tree is retained and
survives the five-year maintenance period.

21.15.080 Tree Protection During Construction.
(1) Introduction. The importance of effective protection of retained trees and the understory

of trees during construction is emphasized with specific protection standards in the last
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part of this section. These standards must be adhered to and included on demolition,
grading and building plans as necessary.

(2) Tree Protection during Development Activity. Prior to development activity or initiating
tree removal on the site, vegetated areas. groves and individual trees to be preserved
shall be protected from potentially damaging activities pursuant to the following
standards. A meeting on-site between the City Tree Official, or designee and the
contractor shall be held to determine that these standards have been met. prior to site
disturbance.
(a) Protected Area. A protected area shall be established that shall be measured to

include the area five (5) feet beyond the dripline of all retained trees.
(b) Placing Materials near Trees. No person may conduct any activity within the

protected area of any tree designated to remain, including, but not limited to,
operating or parking eguipment. placing solvents, storing building material or soil
deposits, or dumping concrete washout or other chemicals. During construction, no
person shall attach any object to any tree designated for protection.

(c) Protective Barrier. Prior to any development, land clearing, filling or any land
alteration. the applicant shall:
(i) Erect and maintain readily visible temporary protective fencing along the limits of

disturbance which completely surrounds the protected area of all retained trees
or groups of trees and their understory. Fences shall be constructed of chain link
and be at least four feet high, unless other type of fencing is authorized by the
City Tree Official,

(ii) Install highly visible signs spaced no further than 15 feet along the entirety of the
protective tree fence. Said sign must be approved by the City Tree Official and
shall state at a minimum "Tree Protection Area, Entrance Prohibited" and provide
the City phone number for code enforcement to report violations.

(iii) Prohibit excavation or compaction of earth or other potentially damaging activities
within the barriers: provided, that the City Tree Official may allow such activities
approved by and under the supervision of a qualified tree professional retained
and paid for by the applicant,

(Iv) Maintain the protective barriers in place until the City Tree Official authorizes
their removal, which shall not be prior to completion of major site development.

(v) Ensure that any approved landscaping done in the protected area subsequent to
the removal of the barriers shall be accomplished with light machinery or hand
labor.

(vi) In addition to the above, the City Tree Official may require the following as site
conditions require:
1) If equipment is authorized to operate within the critical root zone, the areas

adjoining the critical root zone of a tree shall be covered with mulch to a
depth of at least six inches, or with plywood, metal or similar material in order
to protect roots from damage caused by heavy equipment.

2) Minimize root damage by excavating a two-foot-deep trench. at edge of
critical root zone, to cleanly sever the roots of trees to be retained.

3) Corrective pruning performed on protected trees in order to avoid damage
from machinery or bUilding activity.

4) Maintenance of trees throughout construction period by watering.
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(d) Grade.
(i) The grade shall not be elevated or reduced within the critical root zone of trees to

be preserved without the City Tree Official's authorization based on
recommendations from a qualified tree professional. The City Tree Official may
allow coverage of up to one half of the area of the tree's critical root zone with
light soils (no clay) to the minimum depth necessarv to carry out grading or
landscaping plans. if it will not imperil the survival of the tree. Aeration devices
may be required to ensure the tree's survival.

(Ii) If the grade adjacent to a preserved tree is raised such that it could slough or
erode into the tree's critical root zone. it shall be permanently stabilized to
prevent suffocation of the roots.

(Iii) The applicant shall not install an impervious surface within the critical root zone
of any tree to be retained without the authorization of the City Tree Official.
Alternatives to installing impervious surface within the critical root zone, such as
a meandered sidewalk or shifting improvements. shall be considered prior to
approval of installation of impervious surface within the critical root zone. The
City Tree Official may require specific construction methods and/or use of
aeration devices to ensure the tree's survival and to minimize the potential for
root-induced damage to the impervious surface.

(Iv) Utility trenches should be located outside of the critical root zone of Type 1 trees.
If utilities must be placed within the critical root zone. the applicants qualified tree
professional shall establish to the satisfaction of the City Tree Official that the
design will adequately support the long-term viability of the trees.

(v) Trees and other vegetation to be retained shall be protected from erosion and
sedimentation. Clearing operations shall be conducted so as to expose the
smallest practical area of soil to erosion for the least possible time. To control
erosion. it is encouraged that shrubs. ground cover and stumps be maintained on
the individual lots. where feasible.

(e) Directional Felling. Directional felling of trees shall be used to avoid damage to trees
designated for retention. Any trees designated for preservation, per the approved
tree plan, that are significantly damaged or destroyed during felling of trees approved
for removal. shall be replaced per section WMC 21.15.070(2).

(D Additional Requirements. The City Tree Official may require additional tree protection
measures that are consistent with accepted urban forestry industry practices.

21.15.090 Installation Standards for Required Tree Plantings
(1) All required trees shall be installed according to sound horticultural practices in a manner

designed to encourage quick establishment and healthy plant growth. All required trees
shall be installed in the ground and not in above-ground containers. When an applicant
proposes to locate a subterranean structure under required trees that appears to be at
grade, the applicant will: (1) provide site-specific documentation prepared by a qualified
expert to establish that the design will adequately support the long-term viability of the
required trees: and (2) enter into an agreement with the City, in a form acceptable to the
City Attorney. indemnifying the City from any damage resulting from development
activity on the subject property which is related to the physical condition of the property.
The applicant shall record this agreement with the County Recorders Office.

(2) Compliance. It is the applicant's responsibility to show that the proposed tree plan
complies with the regulations of this chapter.

(3) Timing. All trees shall be installed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or
plat recording, except that the installation of any required tree may be deferred during
the summer months to the next planting season. but never for more than six months.
Deferred installation shall be secured with a performance security pursuant to WMC
15.42 or 20.06 prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording.
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(4) Grading. Berms shall not exceed a slope of two horizontal feet to one vertical foot (2: 1).
(5) Soil Specifications. Soils in planting areas shall have adequate porosity to allow root

growth. Soils which have been compacted to a density greater than one and three-tenths
grams per cubic centimeters shall be loosened to increase aeration to a minimum depth
of 24 inches or to the depth of the largest plant root ball. whichever is greater. Imported
topsoils shall be tilled into existing soils to prevent a distinct soil interface from forming.
After soil preparation is completed. motorized vehicles shall be kept off to prevent
excessive compaction and underground pipe damage. The organic content of soils in
any planting area shall be as necessary to provide adequate nutrient and moisture­
retention levels for the establishment of plantings.

(6) Tree Selection.
(a) Tree selection shall be consistent with the City of Woodinville Plant Species List or

the Critical Area Plant List if within a critical area or buffer. which is produced by the
City's Development Services Department and available at City Hall.

(b) Trees shall be selected and sited to produce a hardy and drought-resistant
landscape area. Selection shall consider soil type and depth, the amount of
maintenance required, spacing, exposure to sun and wind, the slope and contours of
the site, and compatibility with existing native vegetation preserved on the site.
Preservation of existing vegetation is strongly encouraged.

(c) Prohibited Materials. Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List
are prohibited for required tree plantings. Additionally, there are other plants that may
not be used if identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List as potentially damaging
to sidewalks, roads, underground utilities, drainage improvements, foundations, or
when not provided with enough growing space.

(d) All trees shall conform to American Association of Nurserymen (AAN) grades and
standards as pUblished in the "American Standard for Nursery Stock" manual.

(e) Trees shall meet the minimum size standards established in other sections of the
WMC.

(f) Multiple-stemmed trees may be permitted as an option to single-stemmed trees
provided that such multiple-stemmed trees are at least 10 feet in height and that they
are approved by the City Tree Official prior to installation.

(7) Fertilization. Fertilization of trees planted shall be by special approval of the City Tree
Official only.

(8) Irrigation. Irrigation shall be required for any tree planting completed pursuant to this
section. The intent of this standard is to ensure that plants will survive the critical
establishment period when they are most vulnerable due to lack of watering. All required
plantings must provide an irrigation system, using either Option 1, 2, or 3 or a
combination of those options. For each option irrigation shall be designed to conserve
water by using the best management techniques available. These techniques may
inclUde, but not be limited to: drip irrigation to minimize evaporation loss, moisture
sensors to prevent irrigation during rainy periods, automatic controllers to insure proper
duration of watering, sprinkler head selection and spacing designed to minimize
overspray, and separate zones for turf and shrubs and for full sun exposure and shady
areas to meet watering needs of different sections of the trees. Exceptions, as approved
by the City Tree Official. to the irrigation requirement may be approved xeriscape (i.e.,
low water usage plantings), plantings approved for low impact development techniques,
established indigenous plant material. or where natural appearance is acceptable or
desirable to the City. However, those exceptions will require temporary irrigation (Option
2 and/or 3) until established.
(a) Option 1. A permanent built-in irrigation system with an automatic controller designed

and certified by a licensed landscape architect as part of the tree plan.
(b) Option 2. An irrigation system designed and certified by a licensed landscape

architect as part of the tree plan, which provides sufficient water to ensure that the
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plants will become established. The system does not have to be permanent if the
plants chosen can survive adequately on their own. once established.

(c) Option 3. Irrigation by hand. If the applicant chooses this option. an inspection will
be completed by city staff one year after plat recording or certificate of occupancy to
ensure that the trees have become established. Corrective actions pursuant to WMC
21.15.100 may be required at the time of the one year inspection.

(9) Drainage. All planted areas shall have adequate drainage. either through natural
percolation or through an installed drainage system. A percolation rate of one-half inch
of water per hour is acceptable.

(10)Mulch.
(a) Required plantings shall be covered with two inches or more of organic mulch to

minimize evaporation and runoff. Mulch shall consist of materials such as yard
waste. sawdust. and/or manure that are fully composted.

(b) All mulches used in planter beds shall be kept at least six inches away from the
trunks of shrubs and trees.

(11 )Protection. All required trees must be protected from potential damage by adjacent uses
and development. including parking and storage areas. Protective devices such as
bollards, wheel stops, trunk guards, root guards, etc., shall be required as needed to
protect required trees.

21.15.100 Tree Maintenance Requirements
(1) The following maintenance requirements apply to all trees the City requires to be planted

or preserved for projects subject to Tree Plan III and Tree Plan II:
ra) Responsibility for Regular Maintenance. Required trees shall be considered as

elements of the project in the same manner as parking, building materials,
landscaping, fences, walls, and other site details. The applicant. landowner, or
successors in interest shall be responsible for the regular maintenance of required
trees. Trees that die and are removed shall be replaced in kind by the property
owner. The timing of the replacement planting shall be determined by the City Tree
Official and a qualified tree professional.

(b) Maintenance Duration. Maintenance shall be ensured in the follOWing manner except
as set forth in subsections (c) and (d) of this section:
(i) All reqUired trees shall be maintained throughout the life of the development.

Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording, the proponent
shall provide a final as-built tree plan and an agreement to maintain and replace
all trees that are required by the City.

(Ii) Any existing tree, tree designated for preservation, or planted tree shall be
maintained for a period of five years following issuance of the certificate of
occupancy or plat recording for the individual lot or development. A maintenance
guarantee pursuant to WMC 15.42 or 20.06 shall be secured to ensure the
maintenance.

(c) Maintenance of Preserved Grove. Any applicant who has a grove of trees identified
for preservation on an approved tree plan pursuant to WMC 21.15.060 shall provide
prior to occupancy or plat recording the legal instrument acceptable to the City to
ensure preservation of the grove and associated vegetation in perpetuity, except that
the agreement may be extinguished if the City Tree Official determines that
preservation is no longer appropriate.

(d) Non-Native Invasive and Noxious Plants. It is the responsibility of the property owner
to remove non-native invasive plants and noxious plants from the vicinity of any tree
or other vegetation that the City has required to be planted or retained. Removal
must be performed in a manner that will not harm the tree or other vegetation that
the City has required to be planted or protected.
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(e) Pesticides. Herbicides. and Fertilizer. The use of pesticides. herbicides or fertilizer
shall be by special approval of the City Tree Official only.

(2) Tree Plans and Utility Plans. Tree plans and utility plans shall be coordinated. In general.
the placement of trees should adjust to the location of required utility routes both above
and below ground. Location of trees shall be based on the plant's mature size both
above and below ground. See the Woodinville Plant Species List for additional
standards.

(3) Tree Pruning. Topping or pruning to the extent that would constitute tree removal as
defined in WMC 21.06 is not allowed. If a required tree smaller than six inches in
diameter-at-breast-height is topped, it must be replaced pursuant to the standards in
WMC 21.15.120. If a tree six inches or larger in diameter-at-breast-height is topped, the
property owner may be subject to enforcement actions pursuant to WMC 21.15.120.
Trees may be windowed or limbed up using best management practices. This method
of tree pruning shall maintain the health of the tree.

21.15.110 Prohibited Vegetation
(1) Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List shall not be planted in

the City.
(2) The adopted King County Noxious Weed List, as amended, is hereby adopted by

reference. Plants on this List shall not be planted in the City.

21.15.120 Enforcement and Penalties
(1) Intent. These enforcement and penalty provisions have several purposes. First, they are

intended to discourage damage or removal of significant trees above and beyond what is
permitted under this chapter. Second, these enforcement and penalty provisions are
intended to provide complete and effective restoration of areas in which violations of this
chapter occur. Finally, these regulations are intended to provide a clear and efficient
process for addressing violations of this chapter.

The City may utilize one or more of several remedies when responding to violations of
this chapter. In almost all cases where a violation has occurred, the City will issue a civil
citation that describes the nature of the violation, the actions necessarv to remedy the
violation, and the amount of any civil penalty, among other things. If the acts that
constitute a violation appear to be ongoing, the City may also issue a notice of cease
and desist. Failure to adhere to a notice to cease and desist will result in imposition of
additional civil penalties. If there is a pending development or building permit. the City
may also issue a stop work order or withhold issuance of permit approval or a certificate
of occupancy. Finally, additional fines may be imposed if a violator does not follow
through in a timely manner with restoration work or other compliance issues.

(2) General Requirements.
(a) Enforcement shall be conducted in accordance with procedures set forth in WMC

1.06. Special enforcement provisions related to tree conservation are set forth below.
To the extent there is a conflict between the provisions of this section and WMC
1.06, this section shall control.

(b) Voluntary compliance is the preferred method of enforcement. The following
remedies should only be pursued when a violator is not voluntarily complying with
the restoration requirements or other requirements are stipulated by the Code
Enforcement Officer or City Tree Official.

(3) Authority. It shall be the duty of the City Tree Official. or designee. to administer the
provisions of this chapter. The City Tree Official shall have authority to enforce and carry
out the provisions of this chapter.

(4) Cease and Desist. The City Tree Official. or designee, may issue a notice to cease and
desist using the procedure set forth in WMC if the City Tree Official finds that a violation
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of this code has occurred. Continued illegal tree activity following issuance of a cease
and desist from the City for the tree activity shall result in fines of $1,000 per day of
continued activity.

(5) Stop Work Order. If a violation of this chapter or an approved tree plan occurs on
property on which work is taking place pursuant to a City of Woodinville development or
building permit. the City Tree Official, or designee, may suspend some or all of the work
as appropriate through issuance of a stop work order. The City Tree Official, or
designee, shall remove the stop work order when the City Tree Official determines that
the violation has been corrected or when the City Tree Official has reached an
agreement with the violator regarding rectification of the violation. Any stop work order
issued under this section may be appealed using the procedures set forth in WMC 2,30,

(6) Civil Citation and Penalty. The City's Code Enforcement Officer shall notify a person who
violates this chapter by issuance of a civil citation, pursuant to the procedures in WMC
1.06.060. The civil citation shall contain the following in addition to that required in WMC
1.06.060:
(a)A statement of the restoration action required to be taken to correct the violation as

determined by the City Tree Official:
(b)A statement that the person to whom the civil citation is issued must correct the

violation through restoration described in subsection (8) of this section and may pay
the civil penalty or may appeal the civil citation as provided in this section.

(7) Civil Penalty,
(a) A person who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter or the terms of a

permit issued hereunder, who undertakes an activity regulated by this chapter
without obtaining a permit. or fails to comply with a cease and desist or stop work
order issued under this chapter shall also be subject to a civil penalty as set forth in
Table 4. Each unlawfully removed or damaged tree shall constitute a separate
violation.

(b) Any person who aids or abets in the violation shall be considered to have committed
a violation for purposes of the civil penalty.

(c) The amount of the penalty shall be assessed in accordance with Table 4. The City
Tree Official may elect not to seek penalties if he or she determines that the
circumstances do not warrant imposition of civil penalties in addition to restoration.

(d) Table 4 - Penalties.

Types of Violations
Allowable Fines

per Violation

1. Removal of tree(s) approved to be removed, but prior to final tree
$1,000 per treeplan approval or issuance of a City tree removal permit

2. Removal or damage of tree(s) that are or would be shown to be
retained on an approved tree plan or any other violation of approved $1,000 per tree
tree protection plan

3. Removal of tree(s) without applying for or obtaining a required
$1,000 per treeCity permit

(8) Tree Restoration.
(a) Violators of this chapter or of a permit issued there under shall be responsible for

restoring unlawfully damaged areas in conformance with a plan, approved by the
City Tree Official, which provides for repair of any environmental and property
damage, and restoration of the site; and which results in a site condition that. to the
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greatest extent practical, equals the site condition that would have existed in the
absence of the violation(s). In cases where the violator intentionally or knowingly
violated this chapter or has committed previous violations of this chapter, restoration
costs, at the discretion of the City Tree Official, may be based on the City-appraised
tree value of the subject trees in which the violation occurred, utilizing the industrv
standard trunk formula method in the current edition of "Guide for Plant Appraisal". If
diameter of removed tree is unknown, determination of the diameter size shall be
made by the City Tree Official by comparing size of stump and species to similar
trees in similar growing conditions. The amount of costs above the approved
restoration plan will be paid into the City Tree Fund.

(b) Restoration Plan Standards. The restoration plan shall be in accordance to the
following standards:
(i) The number of trees required to be planted is equal to the number of tree credits

of illegally removed trees according to Table 3.
(lj) The minimum size for a tree planted for restoration shall be as required under

WMC 21.15.070(2).
(lii)ln the event the violators cannot restore the unlawfully removed or damaged trees

due to current or future development activity or other site conditions as
determined by the City Tree Official, the violators shall make payment to the City
Tree Fund. Unless otherwise determined to base the restoration costs on
appraised value, the amount paid will be the City's unit cost for a restoration tree
multiplied by the number of outstanding tree credits plus 50 percent for
maintenance. The City's unit cost is based on the current market cost of
purchase, installation and five-year maintenance for a minimum-sized tree for
restoration.

(Iv) The restoration plan shall include a maintenance plan and an agreement or
security to ensure survival and maintenance of restoration trees for a three-year
period unless the violation was on a site with an approved tree plan in which
case, the maintenance period is five years.

(9) Failure to Restore or Pay Fines.
(a) Prohibition of Further Approvals. The City shall not approve any application for a

subdivision, short subdivision, or any other development permit or approval, or issue
a certificate of occupancy for property on which a violation of this chapter has
occurred until the violation is cured by restoration or other means accepted by the
City Tree Official and by payment of any penalty imposed for the violation.

(b) Fines. A property owner or occupant who fails to restore or otherwise cure property
on which a violation of this chapter has occurred shall be assessed a fine of $1,000
per day for each day that restoration is incomplete. Prior to assessing fines under
this subsection, the City shall issue a written notice to the property owner or that
restoration has not been completed. The notice shall include the following
information: (1) a description of the nature of the violation: (2) a description of what
actions are required to bring the property into compliance: and (3) a date by which
compliance shall be required (the "compliance date"). The compliance date shall be
no less than 30 days from the date the notice is served on the property owner or
occupant. If the property owner or occupant does not. in the determination of the City
Tree Official, bring the property into compliance by the compliance date, then the
City may issue an order imposing $1,000 per day fines at any time after the com­
pliance date. The fines shall continue to accrue until the violation has been certified
to be corrected by the City Tree Official, The property owner or occupant may appeal
the order imposing fines to the Hearing Examiner using the procedures set forth in
subsection 10 of this section.

(1 O)Appeal to Hearing Examiner.
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(a) A person to whom a civil citation or order imposing fines is directed may appeal the
civil citation. including the determination that a violation exists and/or the amount of
any monetary penalty imposed. to the Hearing Examiner.

(b) A person may appeal the civil citation or order imposing fines by filing an appeal with
the Development Services Department within 14 calendar days of the date of service
of the civil citation or order imposing fines.

(c) Fines that accrue on a daily basis shall continue to accrue while an appeal is
pending and shall not be reduced unless the Hearing Examiner determines that the
alleged violation did not occur or makes written findings of fact supporting good
cause for making a reduction in the accrued fines pending a decision on the appeal.

(d) If both a civil citation and an order to cease and desist have been issued in the same
case, and both the civil citation and the order to cease and desist have been
appealed, the appeals shall be consolidated for hearing.

(e) The Development Services Department shall give notice of the hearing to the
appellants at least 15 calendar days prior to the hearing, pursuant to WMC
17.17.040.

(f) The Hearing Examiner shall conduct a hearing on the appeal pursuant to the rules of
procedure provided for in the Administrative Procedures Act (Chapter 34.05 RCW),
the Woodinville Municipal Code, and in accordance with any rules for hearings
promulgated by the Hearing Examiner. The City and the appellant may participate as
parties in the hearing and each may call witnesses. The City shall have the burden of
proof by a preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred.

(11) Hearing Examiner Decision.
(a) The Hearing Examiner shall determine whether the City has proven by a

preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred and shall affirm, vacate,
suspend, or modify the amount of any monetary penalty imposed by the civil citation,
with or without written conditions, consistent with this chapter and the determination
of whether or not a violation has occurred.

(b) In the event that the Hearing Examiner determines that a violation has occurred, the
Hearing Examiner shall also consider the following in making a decision: (1) whether
the appeal is frivolous or intended to delay compliance: (2) whether the appellant
exercised reasonable and timely effort to comply with applicable development
regUlations: and (3) any other relevant factors.

(c) The Development Services Department shall mail a copy of the Hearing Examiner
decision to the appellant. by certified mail. postage prepaid, return receipt reguested.

(d) The decision of the Hearing Examiner may be reviewed in County Superior Court
using the standards set forth in RCW 36.70C.130. The land use petition must be filed
within 21 calendar days of the issuance of the final land use decision by the Hearing
Examiner.



Ordinance No. 478 - Attachment 2

WMC 21.46.030 Criteria for Zoning Code Amendments

Pursuant to the City of Woodinville Municipal Code (WMC) Chapter 17, amendments to
the Zoning Code must be recommended by the Planning Commission to the City
Council for adoption. The amendments must meet the criteria, as follows:

1. The amendment is consistent with the purposes of the Comprehensive Plan.

a. The proposed Amendments provide consistency with the Growth Management Act
and amend the zoning code to further implement the Comprehensive Plan.

b. The proposed tree protection amendments will further several goals of the
comprehensive plan, by providing regulations that aim to maintain, enhance and
expand the existing tree canopy coverage of the City of Woodinville.

c. The Northwest woodland character is an important component to the Woodinville
Comprehensive Plan. The proposed amendments will further the goals and policies
related to Northwest woodland character by encouraging the retention of existing
trees, and requiring additional trees on those site that do not meet the tree density
requirements.

d. The City will have an opportunity to further educate citizens, students, and
businesses on the benefits of trees and their value in Woodinville.

e. The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is furthered by the proposed amendments
through the requirements for:
i. Tree canopy coverage goals.
ii. Tree health information by a qualified professional based on specific criteria.
iii. Standardized, consistent permitting.
iv. Alternative compliance methods, including off-site plantings, payment into a City

tree fund, and/or alternative building methods.
f. The following Comprehensive Plan goals and policies support the adoption of these

amendments:
i. LU-1: To guide the City's population growth in a manner that maintains or

improves Woodinville's quality of life, environmental attributes, and Northwest
woodland character.

ii. LU-1.1: Preserve the character of existing neighborhoods in Woodinville while
accommodating the state's 20-year growth forecasts for Woodinville.

iii. LU-3.2: Preserve the existing natural environment of Woodinville's
neighborhoods.

iv. ED-2.2: Protect the beauty of the natural environment to maintain a community
where residents want to live and work.

v. CD-1: To promote an image of a visually cohesive community to residents and
visitors.

vi. CD-2: To maintain the Northwest woodland character and heritage of
Woodinville.

vii. CD-2.5: Require development to retain existing significant vegetation, where
feasible, through regulations in the Woodinville Municipal Code.

viii. CD-2.1 0: Provide opportunities for public education on the value of trees,
including their environmental, aesthetic and visual qualities and benefits.

ix. ENV-6: To promote the preservation of Northwest woodland character.
g. The City adopted the Community Urban Forestry Plan in 1998. While the entire plan

supports the adoption of the proposed amendments, the folloWing goals and policies
are especially important when looking at changes to tree-related regulations:
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i. CUF-1,3: Establish tree and plant retention regulations for development that are

flexible and provide options while ensuring the preservation and enhancement of
the community urban forest.

ii. CUF-2: To work towards no net loss of the overall community urban forest cover;
in the long term, measureable gain,

iii. CUF-2,1: Maintain the existing canopy cover and work towards an attainable
canopy cover increase.

iv. CUF-5: To encourage tree and vegetation planting that increases environmental
benefits including energy savings, noise reduction, cleaner air and water, and
protection from the elements.

v. CUF-5.3: Require site design measures that include tree and plant retention or
replacement that saves energy, serves as a noise reducing buffer, enhances
cleaner air, reduced and cleans water runoff, and protects structures and people
from the elements,

vi. CUF-5.5: Provide for effective coordination and compliance of land clearing and
development with other applicable City development standards including, but not
limited to, building, zoning, subdivision, sensitive area, grading, landscaping, tree
preservation, stormwater, erosion control and street design,

vii. CUF-7: To achieve a sustainable community urban forest through diversity of
species and ages to safeguard the forest's overall health and to enhance scenic
beauty.

viii. CUF-7.1: In all incentives and regulations, strongly favor preservation over
replanting.

ix. CUF-7.2: Require tree and plant minimum replacement standards that over time
will provide an equal or greater value to the community urban forest.

x. CUF-7.4: Encourage and require tree and plant species diversity by promoting
the "Required Tree Species List" and an approved "Landscape Plant List",

xi. CUF-10.2: Require tree and plant retention in all new residential development.
xii. CUF-13.2: Require planting of trees and plants near all new commercial and

industrial bUildings and associated paved areas.
xiii. CUF-14: To select appropriate trees and plants for retention and planting at the

time of development, including native species.
xiv. CUF-14.3: Require developers to enlist the services of an appropriate qualified

professional, i.e, certified arborist, landscape designer or landscape architect
during site design, during site work, tree and plant retention and installation to
ensure property methods are used for projects other than an individual single
family residence.

xv. CUF14.4: Develop tree and other vegetation planting standards that include
proper site preparation methods and appropriate bonding provisions for required
landscaping.

xvi. CUF-16: To preserve and enhance a distinctive tree canopy on the valley walls of
the City.

2. The amendment is consistent with the purposes of this title (Zoning Code).

a. The amendments are consistent with the general purposes of the Zoning Code. The
amendments will add code language and modify definitions that will result in better
land use decisions and more effective application of development regulations.

b. Through creation of the Tree Board, participation in the Tree City USA program,
adoption of the Community Urban Forestry Plan, participation in Arbor Day events,
restoration of the Sammamish River, the community has stated that Woodinville has
a public interest in the protection, enhancement and maintenance of our trees,
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c. The public health, safety and welfare is served by the proposed amendments by

providing incentives for the retention of existing trees, provisions for hazardous or
nuisance trees, alternative compliance methods, and standardized, consistent
permitting.

d. The benefits of trees, which are spelled out under criteria 3, provide economic, social
and aesthetic advantages to the City. The development standards will provide one
tool to achieve the City's tree canopy goals. The proposed amendments will be the
property owners, and developer's portion of providing for tree canopy coverage in the
City of Woodinville. Along with other City programs, all citizens, visitors and
business owners will benefit from the proposed regulations.

3. The benefit or avoided cost to the public health, safety and welfare is sufficient to
warrant the action.

a. The proposed amendments are expected to have positive impacts on public health,
safety, and welfare.

b. The proposed amendments are an implementing tool of the Community Urban
Forestry Plan, and are one instrument to achieving the goals and polices within this
plan.

c. The purpose of the proposed amendments, in WMC 21.15.010, includes the
following, which will further the public health, safety and welfare:
I. The many benefits of healthy trees and vegetation contribute to Woodinville's

quality of life by:
a. Minimizing the adverse impacts of land disturbing activities and

impervious surfaces such as runoff, soil erosion, land instability,
sedimentation and pollution of watelWays, thus reducing the public and
private costs for stormwater control/treatment and utility maintenance;

b. Improving the air quality by absorbing air pollutants, assimilating carbon
dioxide and generating oxygen;

c. Providing cost-effective protection from severe weather conditions with
cooling effects in the summer months and insulating effects in winter;

d. Providing visual relief and screening buffers;
e. Providing recreational benefits;
f. Providing habitat, cover, food supply, and corridors for a diversity of fish

and wildlife; and
g. Providing economic benefit by enhancing local property values and

contributing to the region's natural beauty, aesthetic character, and
livability of the community.

d. The intent of the of the proposed amendments, will further the public health, safety
and welfare by including provisions that will:
il. Maintain and enhance canopy coverage provided by native trees for their

benefits;
iiI. Preserve and enhance the City of Woodinville's environmental, economic, and

community character with mature landscapes;
iv. Promote site planning, building, and development practices that work to avoid

removal or destruction of native trees, groves of trees, and the understory of
trees and that avoid unnecessary disturbance to the City's natural vegetation;

v. Mitigate the consequences of required tree removal in land development through
on- and off-site native tree replacement with the goals of halting loss and
enhancing Woodinville's tree canopy to achieve an overall healthy tree canopy
cover of 40 percent city-wide over time;
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vi. Encourage tree retention efforts by allowing flexibility with respect to certain other

development requirements;
vii. Implement the goals and objectives of the City's Comprehensive Plan;
viii. Implement the goals and objectives of the State Environmental Policy Act

(SEPA).
e. The City of Woodinville is a Tree City USA, and is committed to increasing

recognition and education on the benefits and importance of the City's tree canopy


