
ORDINANCE NO. 525

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WASHINGTON,
ADOPTED PURSUANT TO RCW 35A.63.220 AND RCW 36.70A.390;
IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM UPON THE RECEIPT AND
PROCESSING OF PROJECT PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSING OR INCLUDING
RESIDENTIAL DENSITY INCENTIVES PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER
21.34 WMC AND/OR TRANSFER OF RESIDENTIAL DENSITY
CREDITS PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 21.36 WMC; SETTING FORTH
FINDINGS OF FACT IN SUPPORT OF SAID MORATORIUM; IMPOSING
THE MORATORIUM; STATING THE EFFECT ON VESTED RIGHTS;
SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE; AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL
INTERPRETATIONS BY THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE PLANNING
DIRECTOR; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY; AND ESTABLISHING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council is undertaking a comprehensive review of
Chapters 21.34 and 21.36 WMC, including their consistency with current planning goals
and polices, their internal consistency and consistency with other code provisions, their
ease of use and understanding by administrative staff and the public, and whether the
useage of these provisions have resulted in the intended beneficial results; and

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council desires to prevent the use of the provisions
of both Chapters and the vesting of new development proposals taking advantage of the
provisions of the Chapters until after Council review has been completed and the
Council has implemented its decision(s) to repeal or amend the provisions of Chapters
21.34 and 21.36 WMC the Woodinville City Council imposes by this Ordinance a
temporary moratorium upon the acceptance and processing of building and other land
use permit applications until the review of these Chapters has concluded and the
resulting policy recommendations are implemented;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Findings. The Woodinville City Council hereby makes the following
findings in support of the moratorium imposed by this ordinance:

A. Chapters 21.34 and 21.36 WMC were initially adopted by Ordinance No. 175
in 1997.

B. Since 1997 Woodinville has experienced growth and development in its
residential zones, amended its Comprehensive Plan Policies; and targeted the
Downtown CBD for increased residential growth with option of FAR development



providing residential density incentives independent of Chapters 21.34 and 21.36
WMC.

C. The R-1 Zoning District comprises approximately 1,291 acres, and is the
largest single zone within the City of Woodinville's territorial jurisdiction.

D. Chapters 21.34 and 21.36 WMC have been referred by the Council to the
Woodinville Planning Commission for review, public hearing and recommendation for
repeal and/or amendment.

E. Administrative staff review of the two Chapters has indicated a lack of clarity
in many of the provisions, internal and external inconsistency, and difficulty in
administration.

F. The City Council desires to preserve base density of properties within the
residential zoning districts and to suspend the provisions of Chapters 21.34 and
21.36 during the pendency of the City's consideration, preparation and adoption of
Ordinance(s) repealing and/or amending the provisions of these Chapters.

G. The acceptance and processing of building and other land use permit
applications within the residential zoning districts prior to the City's implementation of
such amendments would jeopardize the public interest by vesting development rights
inconsistent with the City's amended regulations.

H. The City is authorized pursuant to RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390 to
adopt development moratoria for the purpose of preserving the status quo while new
development standards are considered, prepared and enacted.

I. Imposing a temporary moratorium upon the receipt and processing of building
and other land use permit applications providing for residential density incentives and
transfers pursuant to Chapters 21.34 and 21.36 WMC is consistent with the goals
and policies of the Growth Management Act and the Woodinville Comprehensive
Plan, and will serve the public interest.

J. The moratorium imposed herein is necessary for the protection of public
health, property, safety and welfare. A public emergency exists requiring that the
City's moratorium become effective immediately upon adoption.

Section 2. Moratorium Imposed. The City hereby imposes a moratorium upon
the receipt and processing of building permit applications, land use applications, and
any other project permit application for the siteing, development, or improvement of real
property within the City of Woodinville proposing or making application for residential
density incentives and/or transfers of residential density as provided for in Chapters
21.34 and 21.36 of the Woodinville Municipal Code.



Section 3. Effect Upon Vested Rights.  The moratorium imposed under Section
2 of this ordinance shall apply prospectively only, and shall operate to prevent the
acceptance and processing of any permit application submitted after the effective date
hereof. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to extinguish, limit or otherwise
infringe upon any permit applicant's vested development rights — as defined by state
law and City of Woodinville regulations — with respect to any complete permit
application submitted before the effective date hereof.

Section 4. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this
ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court, board or tribunal of
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or
constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.

Section 5. Public Hearing. Pursuant to RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW
36.70A.390, a public hearing on the moratorium imposed under Section 2 of this
ordinance is hereby scheduled for June 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter can
be heard, in the City Council Chambers of Woodinville City Hall, 17301 133rd Avenue
NE. The City Clerk is authorized and directed to provide public notice of said hearing in
accordance with applicable City standards. The City Council may in its discretion adopt
additional findings of fact at the conclusion of said hearing.

Section 6. Interpretative Authority. The City of Woodinville Planning Director is
hereby authorized to issue official interpretations arising under or otherwise
necessitated by this ordinance.

Section 7. Declaration of Emergency; Effective Date; Duration. Based upon the
findings enumerated in Section 1 of this ordinance, the City Council declares a public
emergency necessitating an immediate effective date of the moratorium imposed
hereunder. Said moratorium shall take effect immediately, and shall remain effective for
six months unless terminated earlier by the City Council. PROVIDED, that the City
Council may, in its sole discretion, renew said moratorium for one or more six month
periods in accordance with state law. This ordinance or a summary thereof consisting
of the title shall be published in the official newspaper of the City.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Woodinville this 3 rd day of May, 2011
upon first reading, the requirement for a second reading having been suspended
pursuant to City Council motion.

APPROVED:

MAYOR Charles E. Price



ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

CITY CLERK, Jennifer Kuhn, CMC

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFF E OF THE CITY ATTORNEY:

BY
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