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CITY OF WOODINVILLE 
TREE BOARD AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25,2014 5:30PM 

• Thomas L Quigley • Michael Munniks • Ron Smith • Steve Y abroff • Stephanie Young 

5:30 CALL TO ORDER 

5:31 ROLL CALL 

5:33 APPROVE AGENDA IN CONTENT & ORDER 

5:35 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

BUSINESS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
5:40 1. Approval of Draft Minutes 

a. May 28, 2014 
b. March 19, 2014 

5:45 2. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
5:50 3. Review of Landscaping Code 

4. Review of Tree Code 
5. Discussion of Tour 

6:25 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

6:30 DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

6:30 ADJOURNMENT 

(Note: The agenda may be rearranged or changed at the beginning of the meeting, with a consensus of Tree Board 
members present.) 

Issue Date: June 18, 2014 
Staff Contact: Erin Martindale, Planner 

Faxed to: 
E-mailed to: 
Publish: 
Post: 

News Media 
Tree Board 
Not published 
1) In-House, 2) Post Office & 3) Website 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
17301 133RD AVE. NE, WOODINVILLE, WA 98072 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING JULY 23, 2014, 5:30PM 
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City of Woodinville, Washington 
TREE BOARD SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 2014 

Woodinville City Hall City Council Chambers, 17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 

CALL TO ORDER Chair Quigley called the Woodinville Tree Board meeting to order at 7:15 
p.m. Chair Y abroff called the meeting of the Woodinville Planning 
Commission to order at 7:00p.m. 

ROLLCALL 

FLAG SALUTE 

LEGAL TRAINING 

Tree Board Present: Chair Quigley, Board Member Yabroff; Planning 
Commission Chair Y abroff, Commissioner Ormerod, Commissioner 
Stadler, Commissioner Stecker, Commissioner Taylor, and Commissioner 
Wiitala. Tree Board Member Munniks was not present for roll call but 
arrived at 7:15p.m. 

Absent: Board Member Manickam 

City Staff Present: David Kuhl, Development Services Director; Sandy 
Guinn, Sr. Administrative Assistant; and Kristin Eick, Assistant City 
Attorney. 

MAIN MOTION: to excuse Board Member Manickam. 
Motion by: Board Member Steve Yabroff 
Second by: Board Member Michael Munniks 
Action for the Main Motion: PASSED 3 - 0 
Vote: Ayes: Chair Tom Quigley, Board Member Michael 

Munniks, and Board Member Steve Yabroff 
Nayes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

Planning Commission Chair Yabroff led the flag salute. There was a 
brief recess until the attorney arrived for the next agenda item. 

Commissioner Stecker questioned the need to conduct this training in an 
Executive Session. Assistant City Attorney Kristin Eick advised the 
training would address potential liability with regard to the Open Public 
Meetings Act, the Public Records Act and the Appearance of Fairness. 
No current litigation matter would be discussed. This training was 
provided to the City Council in Executive Session. Ogden Murphy 
Wallace preferred to conduct the training in Executive Session as the 
training was in regard to laws that could potentially lead to liability for 
the City and she could provide candid advice in Executive Session. 

Following a brief discussion regarding the reasons for Executive Session 
under RCW 42.30.11 0, it was consensus of the Commission to conduct 
the training in open session. Ms. Eick advised, if questions arose that 
could lead to liability, she would suggest the Planning Commission and 
Tree Board enter Executive Session to answer those questions. 

Tree Board Special Meeting March 19,2014 
DRAFT 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Guinn 
Sr. Administrative Assistant 

MAIN to conduct the training in open session. (00:27: 12) 
MOTION: 

Motion by: Commissioner Stecker 
Second by: Commissioner Taylor 
Action for the Main PASSED 6-0 (00:28:10) 
Motion: 
Vote: 

MAIN 
MOTION: 

Ayes: Chair Yabroff, Commissioner Ormerod, 
Commissioner Taylor, Commissioner Stadler, 
Commissioner Stecker, and Commissioner 
Wiitala. 

Nayes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

to conduct the training in open session. (00:28:54) 

Motion by: Tree Board Member Michael Munniks 
Second by: Chair Yabroff 
Action for the Main PASSED 3 - 0 (00:29:00) 
Motion: 
Vote: Ayes: Chair Yabroff, Tree Board Member Michael 

Munniks, and Tree Board Chair Tom Quigley. 
Nayes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

Ms. Eick described her role as the City Attorney representing the City. 
She provided training to Planning Commissioners and Tree Board 
Members regarding the following: 
- Responsibilities under the Woodinville Municipal Code 
- Open Public Meetings Act 
- Public Records Act 
-Appearance of Fairness Doctrine 
-Code ofEthics (State) 
- Robert's Rules of Order 

Ms. Eick responded to questions regarding the difference between receipt 
of information versus discussions under the Open Public Meetings Act, 
penalty for revealing Executive Session information, withdrawal of a 
motion and Planning Commission meeting procedures. 

Hearing no further comment, Chair Quigley adjourned the meeting at 8:49 
p.m. 

Tree Board Special Meeting March 19, 2014 
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City of Woodinville, Washington 
TREE BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF May 28, 2014 

Woodinville City Hall City Council Chambers, 17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville; WA 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting for the Woodinville Tree Board was called to order at 
5:31p.m. by Chair Quigley. 

ROLLCALL Tree Board Present: Tom Quigley, Ron Smith (arrived at 6:00p.m.), 
Steve Y abroff, and Stephanie Young 

Absent: Michael Munniks 

City Staff Present: Erin Martindale, Sr. Planner, and Sandy Guinn, Sr. 
Administrative Assistant 

MAIN MOTION: to excuse Board Member Michael Munniks 
Motion by: Board Member Steve Yabroff 
Second by: Board Member Stephanie Young 
Action for the Main Motion: PAS SED 4 - 0 
Vote: Ayes: Chair Tom Quigley, Board Member Ron 

Smith, Board Member Steve Yabroff, and 
Board Member Stephanie Young 

Nayes: None. 
Abstain: None. 

Newest Board Members Smith and Young were warmly welcomed to the 
Tree Board; and, they provided their backgrounds and why they chose to 
serve on the Tree Board. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA Chair Quigley noted there was a consensus to approve the agenda in 
ORDER AND CONTENT content and order with delayed motion to excuse absent Board Members 

until later in agenda. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS None 

BUSINESS AND 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Approval of 4/23/14 Regular Tree 1. Approval of 4/23/14 Tree Board Meeting Minutes as presented. 
Board Minutes 

Tree Board Meeting May 28, 2014 

Tree Board approved the regular meeting minutes of 4/23/14, as 
presented. 

MAIN MOTION: to approve the regular meeting minutes of 
4/23/14, as presented. 

Motion by: Board Member Steve Yabroff 
Second by: Board Member Stephanie Young 
Action for the Main Motion: PASSED 3 - 0 
Vote: Ayes: Chair Tom Quigley, Board Members Steve 
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Discussion and Review: 
Landscaping regulations 

Discussion and Review: Plant 
Species List 

Tree Board Meeting May 28, 2014 

Nayes: 
Abstain: 

Yabroff and Stephanie Smith 
None. 
None. 

2. Discussion and Review of Landscaping Regulations 

Sr. Planner Erin Martindale explained that the Tree Board is 
reviewing/making proposed changes to the Tree Code in Chapter 21.15, 
which is on the Tree Board's 2014 Work Plan. She commented that the 
review ofWMC Chapter 21.16 is, also, on the Tree Board's 2014 Work 
Plan, including removing the tree code requirements from properties 
located in the commercial and multi-family zones. Ms. Martindale 
provided a summary ofWMC Section 21.16.030 Land use grouping 
through Section 21.16.125 Tree preservation exemptions. 

Board Member Yabroff questioned the 25 percent of the assessed value in 
WMC Section21.16.020 and does the City really want to require this. 
Ms. Martindale advised that our Nonconformance section uses the 50% 
threshold. Ms. Martindale stated that the landscaping requirements start 
with a determination of the type of use in the Permitted Use Table, then 
reviewing WMC Section 21.16.030. An example of an issue with this 
approach is that medical office use does not have the same requirements 
as a non-medical office development. Board members questioned why 
the City landscapes by uses and not zones? Sr. Planner Martindale 
advised that other cities landscape by zone and not by uses. Ms. 
Martindale stated she would bring back to the Tree Board a proposed 
landscaping code by zone. 

Discussion ensued regarding 20' landscaping screen vs. landscaping on 
building itself, green roofs, vertical gardens, how new landscaping code 
must pass the visual test and meet the intent of the purpose statement, 
providing staff the flexibility to make smart choices specific to a project 
and the ability to alter from strict enforcement of landscaping code, why 
the difference in required landscaping at 20 square feet per parking stall 
when 10 to 30 parking stalls are provided, and 25 square feet per parking 
stall when 31 or more parking stalls are provided. 

Chair Quigley asked what are the issues developers are having. Ms. 
Martindale advised the difficulty for developers is having to look at 
proposed use (commercial or medical?) and the lack of flexibility. She 
suggested looking at neighboring city codes and review for how we can 
improve their code to work for City of Woodinville. 

Chair Quigley commented that the code is hard to grasp and 
recommended board members make notes for next meeting. Board 
members recommended a Tree Board tour of examples of good/healthy 
landscaping and problem landscaping with explanations as to what makes 
the landscaping good/bad and what we need in code revisions to achieve 
good/healthy landscaping. 

3. Discussion and review of Woodinville Plant Species List 

Ms. Martindale provided a summary of the Woodinville Plant Species 
List. She said the list was created in Year 2000 and is referenced several 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Guinn 
Sr. Administrative Assistant 

Tree Board Meeting May 28, 2014 

times in the tree regulations and was intended to be updated when the tree 
regulations were adopted in Year 2008, but was not. In particular, the 
tree code references that the list provide: 

1. Canopy size (this may not be needed with the new code 
provisions). 

2. Minimum planting areas for each species. 
3. Acceptable native species for replanting (or with the proposed 

code, non-native species). 
4. Five-year growth rates (this may not be needed with the new code 

provisions). 
5. Prohibited plants. 
6. Plants that should not be planted near improvements such as 

roads, sidewalks, overhead and underground utilities, 
foundations. 

7. Anticipated mature height, for conflicts with overhead utilities. 

Also, the existing tree code references multipliers, which will be removed 
in the new code. 

Sr. Planner Martindale commented that other agencies produce lists that 
provide a better visual representation of preferred species (Seattle Public 
Utilities and City of Kirkland) and she often sends applicants to City of 
Kirkland's list. 

Ms. Martindale commented that the City is creating a proposed plan for 
street trees tor the downtown area. 

Board Member Y abroff said he would like for the Tree Board to educate 
citizens on the value of the tree canopy from a big picture stand point, 
especially the value of the R-1 tree canopy areas that help to keep the 
streams cooler for salmon. Board Member Young said she would like to 
put dollars to environment values. 

No second public comment. 

None 

Seeing no further business, Chair Quigley called the meeting adjourned. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
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To: 

From: 

By: 

Subject: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE.WA.US 

Tree Board 

David Kuhl, Development Services Director 

Sandy Guinn, Sr. Administrative Assistant 

Chair and Vice-Chair Elections 

Date: June 25, 2014 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair for the term beginning June 
2014? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: According to the Tree Board Bylaws Article II, Section 1, a 
Chair and Vice-Chair shall be elected by the Board at the first regular meeting of the calendar 
year, or as soon thereafter as feasible. Elected officers serve for a term of one year, or until a 
successor is elected. 

The Chair shall preside at all Board meetings and have the powers generally assigned such 
office in conducting the meetings. It shall be the Chair's duty to see that the transaction of 
Boards business is in accord with the law and Bylaws. 

The newly elected Chair shall be elected and preside over the remainder of the June 25th 
meeting. 

ELECTION RULES 
1. Nominations may be offered from the chair, from the floor, by a committee, or by write-in 

ballot. 
2. Nominations may be closed by the chair when it appears that no more nominations will be 

offered, or they may be closed by a two-thirds majority vote. A motion to close nominations 
is in order only after a reasonable opportunity to make nominations has been given. 

3. Voting is usually done by voice, by roll call, by ballot, or by "acclamation" (when only one 
candidate has been nominated). 

ALTERNATIVES 
1. Elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair. 
2. Postpone the election to a future meeting. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
1. I MOVE TO NOMINATE BOARDMEMBER ------AS CHAIR. (accept as 

many nominations as desired); 
2. I MOVE TO CLOSE NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIR. 
3. ROLL CALL VOTE: PLEASE IDENTIFY YOUR PREFERENCE FOR CHAIR WHEN YOUR 

NAME IS CALLED. 

REPEAT THE ABOVE MOTIONS FOR VICE-CHAIR 

Attachment 1: Tree Board Bylaws 



BYLAWS OF THE TREE BOARD 
OF THE 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE 

ARTICLE I 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Attachment 1 

The members of the Tree Board accept the responsibility of the office and shall perform 
such duties as defined under applicable State of Washington Statutes and City of 
Woodinville Ordinances. The Tree Board (hereinafter .. the Board .. ) serves in an 
advisory capacity to advise the City of Woodinville on specific tree-related matters as 
defined in WMC 2.24 

ARTICLE II 
ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 

1. A Chair and Vice Chair shall be elected by the Board at the first regular meeting 
of the calendar year or as soon thereafter as feasible. 

2. In the event that the Chair is absent, a Chair pro-tem shall be elected informally 
by the members present, and assume the duties of the Chair until the Chair's 
return. 

3. In the event of the resignation or expiration of term of the Chair, the Board shall 
expeditiously elect a new officer to fill the vacancy. 

4. The Chair shall preside at all Board meetings and have the powers generally 
assigned such office in conducting the meetings. It shall be the Chair's duty to 
see that the transaction of Board business is in accord with law and with these 
bylaws. 

5. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Board. The Chair shall be a full 
voting member of the Board and shall be able to participate fully in its activities. 
The Chair shall sign all correspondence of the Board. The Chair shall supervise 
the preparation of the agenda for all meetings. 

6. The Board shall be assigned a staff secretary. The staff secretary shall be the 
Development Services Director or his/her designee(s). It shall be the secretary's 
duties to act as staff to the board by preparing reports and agendas, providing 
notice, performing research, reporting to the Board on any relevant topics or 
occurrences, creating minutes of the Board meetings, and any other Board
related duties as necessary. 

ARTICLE Ill 
MEETINGS 

1. Regular meetings shall be held on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
Meetings shall be held in the Council Chambers at City Hall, located at 17301 
133rd Ave NE, Woodinville, WA, and shall begin at 5:30pm and end at 6:30pm. 
When a regularly scheduled meeting falls on a holiday, the meeting shall be 
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Attachment 1 

cancelled with appropriate notice to all parties and the public. At regular 
meetings, the Board may consider all matters that may be properly brought 
before the Board without prior notice being given to the members. However, a 
unanimous vote of the Board must be taken in order for action to be taken 
regarding a new agenda item. 

2. Special meetings may be called by the Chair, as necessary. Special meetings 
shall be noticed to all parties and the public. 

3. Any regular meeting may be recessed to a definite time and place by a majority 
vote of the Board members present at the meeting. 

4. A quorum shall consist of three (3) or more voting members of the Board. No 
action can be taken in the absence of a quorum. 

ARTICLE IV 
VOTING AND ACTIONS OF THE BOARD 

1. At all meetings of the Board, each voting member shall have one (1) vote on 
each motion. The affirmative vote of the majority of members present shall be 
necessary for the adoption of any motion or voting matter, unless otherwise 
specified in these bylaws or applicable City ordinances. There shall be no voting 
by proxy. 

2. Each formal action of the Board shall be embodied in a formal motion which will 
be entered verbatim in the Minutes. The Chair shall, at the Chair's discretion or at 
the request of any Board member, read the motion before being voted on. 

3. Each Board member shall vote on all questions put to the Board unless a conflict 
of interest or an appearance of fairness question under state law is present. A 
yes, no, or abstention will be recorded as such. 

ARTICLEV 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The order of business of the Board meetings shall be: 

1 . Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Approve Agenda in Content and Order 
4. Public Comments 
5. Business and Discussion Items 

a. Approval of Minutes 
b. Business and Discussion Items 

6. Public Comments 
7. Director's Report 
8. Adjournment 

Upon approval of a majority of the Board Members present at a meeting, the above 
order of business may be changed to accommodate issues, speakers, etc. 

ARTICLE VI 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
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Attachment 1 

All members of the Board shall exercise every effort to avoid conflicts of interest, or the 
appearance thereof, in the actions of the Board. Any member who in his/her judgment 
has an interest in any matter before the Board that would tend to prejudice his/her 
actions shall so indicate publicly, shall step down and abstain from the deliberations and 
voting on that matter. 

ARTICLE VII 
ABSENCES 

The accumulation by any member of two (2) consecutive or a total of three (3) 
unexcused absences from regular meetings during a calendar year constitutes 
grounds for recommendation by the Board to the City Council for removal of that 
member. An excused absence will be granted to any member who notifies the 
Development Services Director or Chair in advance of the meeting. 

ARTICLE VIII 
AMENDMENTS 

These bylaws may be amended from time to time, at any meeting of the Board, 
provided that notice of the proposed amendments, together with the precise wording of 
changes, shall be given each member in writing, at least five (5) days prior to the 
meeting. The affirmative vote of at least (3) members shall be required to adopt any 
changes to these bylaws. All amendments to the bylaws shall be submitted to the 
Mayor and the City Council for their information. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned Secretary of the City of Woodinville the Tree Board does hereby 
certify that the above and foregoing bylaws having been duly adopted and amended 
October 10, 2012, by the members of said Tree Board as the bylaws of said Tree 
Board. 

Sarah Ruether, Staff Secretary 
Woodinville Tree Board 
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To: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE.WA.US 

Tree Board Date: June 25, 2104 

From: Dave Kuhl, Development Services Director~ 
By: Erin Martindale, Senior Planner£ lv\. fv\ 
Subject: Review of Landscaping Code 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board review the proposed changes to the Landscaping Code? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To review and provide feedback on the proposed 
changes. 

POLICY DECISION: The Tree Board provides an advisory role to the City Council on 
matters of trees and urban forestry. 

BACKGROUND: An item was added to the 2014 Tree Board Work Plan to make 
recommendations on the landscaping code, including low impact development 
incentives and to give additional options for landscaping. In addition, since the tree 
regulations are proposed to no longer apply to commercial zones, more landscaping 
may be needed for multi-family residential and non-residential zones. 

Attachment 1 shows a change to the format of the landscaping code, and a few 
proposed changes, including: 

1. Incorporating permitting requirements to remove trees, consistent with the 
current tree regulations. (This change is shown in the tree regulations as well). 

2. Removing the "Land Use Grouping", to change the basic way landscaping 
requirements are applied - from a basis on the use proposed to a basis on the 
zone of the property. 

3. Adding a table that shows the type of perimeter landscaping by zone, rather than 
a list. This table, as shown here, does not increase the landscaping 
requirements. 

4. Changing the parking lot landscaping requirements, to require more landscaping 
and make the requirement uniform for all types of development. 

5. Specifying that "Freeway Rights-of-Way" means SR 522. 
6. Clarifying the maintenance requirement for landscaping. 

Staff will review these potential changes at tonight's meeting. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
REVIEW AND PROVIDE FEEDBACK. 

Attachment 1: WMC 21.16: Development Standards - Landscaping with potential 
changes 
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Sections: 
21.16.010 Purpose. 

Chapter 21.16 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS-LANDSCAPING 

21.16.020 Application. 
21.16.030 Land use grouping. 
21.16.040 Landscaping- Types and description. 
21.16.050 Landscaping- Street frontages. 
21.16.060 Landscaping- Interior lot lines. 
21.16.070 Landscaping- Surface parking areas. 
21.16.075 Landscaping- Adjacent to public trails and other publicly used lands. 
21.16.080 Landscaping- Adjacent to freeway rights-of-way. 
21.16.085 Landscaping- Utility corridors. 
21.16. 090 Landscaping - General requirements. 
21.16.100 Landscaping- Alternative options. 
21.16.110 Landscaping- Irrigation. 
21.16.120 Landscaping - Installation. 
21.16.125 Repealed 
21.16.128 Repealed 
21.16.130 Repealed 
21.16.140 Repealed 
21.16.150 Repealed 
21.16.160 Repealed 
21.16.170 Repealed 
21.16.180 Maintenance. 
21.16.190 Bonds- Security. 
21.16.200 Penalties . 

Attachment 1 

. ~.!.~.!..~~~!.Q .. ;I:>.:t.I.~P~~~~-... .. ... ............ ............................................................ .. ....... ...... .......................................................................... ............ ...... ... .... ......... ........... .. ...................... . 
The purpose of this chapter is to preserve the aesthetic character of communities; to improve the aesthetic 
quality of the built environment; to promote retention and protection of existing vegetation; to reduce the 
impacts of development on drainage systems and natural habitats; and to increase privacy for Residential 
zones by: 
(1) Providing visual relief from large expanses of parking areas and reduction of perceived building scale; 
(2) Providing physical separation between residential and nonresidential areas; 
(3) Providing visual screens and barriers as a transition between differing land uses; 
( 4) Retaining existing vegetation and significant trees by incorporating them into the site design when 
possible; and 
(5) Providing increased areas ofpenneable surfaces to allow for: 

(a) Infiltration of surface water into ground water resources; 
(b) Reduction in the quantity of storm water discharge; and 
(c) Improvement in the quality of storm water discharge . 

. ~.!.:.!.§:~~.9. ... APP.~.~.'::!:':~.i.«>,.J:t.: ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ .. 
QlExcept for communication facilities regulated pursuant to Chapter 21.26 WMC, all new development 
listed in WMC 21.16.03 0 shall be subject to the landscaping provisions of this chapter; provided, that 
specific landscaping provisions for uses established through a conditional use permit or a special use 
permit shall be determined during the applicable review process. For the purposes of this chapter, a new 
development involves a new occupancy or tenant improvement that exceeds 25 percent of the assessed 
value of the structure before the improvement or before any damage occurred, if the structure has been 
damaged and is being repaired. 
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Attachment 1 

(2) Removal of any significant tree as defined in Chapter 21.06 WMC on any property shall require a tree 
removal permit, processed pursuant to WMC 21.15 .060(5). As part of any such removal, replacement 
trees at a 1:1 ratio shall be planted . 

. ~.!.~.!.~.~~~.~ ... l.::.~.J:l.~ .. ':l.~~ .. g!.!J..J:l.P.i.~g~ ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
In order to facilitate the application of this chapter, the land uses of Chapter 21.08 WMC have been 
grouped in the following manner: 
(1) Residential development shall refer to those uses listed in W14C 21 .08.030, except those uses listed 
under accessory uses, provided: 

(a) .Attached/group residences shall refer to: 
(i) Townhomes; 
(ii) Apartments; 
(iii) Senior citizen assisted; 
(iv) Temporary lodging; 
(v) Group residences (community residential facilities); and 
(vi) Mobile home parks. 

(b) Single detached development shall refer to residential subdivisions. 
(2) Commercial development shall refer to those uses in: 

(a) \¥MC 21.08.040, as park/recreation and amusement/entertainment uses; 
(b) ',VMC 21.08.050, except health and educational services; 
(c) VlMC 21.08.060, as general business services, professional offices, and commercial accessory 
uses; and 
(d) WMC 21.08.070. 

(3) Industrial development shall refer to those listed in: 
(a) WMC 21.08.050, except health and education services; 
(b) WMC 21.08.060, except general business services, professional offices, and commercial 
accessory uses; 
(c) WMC 21.08.080; and 
(d) WMC 21.08.090, as mineral extraction and processing. 

(4) Institutional development shall refer to those uses listed in: 
(a) WMC 21.08.040, as cultural uses, except arboretums; 
(b) WMC 21.08.050, as health services, and education services except specialized instruction 
schools permitted as an accessory use; 
(c) WMC 21.08.055; and 
(d) WMC 21.08.100. 

(5) Utility development shall refer to those listed in '}/MC 21.08.060 as subregional utilities. 
(6) Uses contained in Chapter 21.08 'N'MC that are not listed in subsections (1) through (5) ofthis section 
shall not be subject to landscaping except as specified in any applicable revievr of a conditional use or 
special use permit. 

.~.!.:.!.~~9.~9. ... J.::.~.':l.~S..~~P~.f:l.g .. :: .. !YP~S. ... ~.':l.~ ... ~~~.~.~~P.!~.'l.~.: ....................................................................................................................................................................... . 
The four types of landscaping are described and applied as follows: 
( 1) Type I Landscaping. 

(a) Type I landscaping is a "full screen" that functions as a visual barrier. This landscaping is 
typically found adjacent to freeways and between residential and nonresidential areas; 
(b) Type I landscaping shall consist of: 

(i) A mix of primarily evergreen trees and shrubs placed to form a continuous screen; 
(ii) At least 70 percent evergreen trees; 
(iii) Evergreen trees spaced no more than 15 feet on center; 
(iv) Broadleaftrees spaced no more than 20 feet on center; 
(v) Evergreen shrubs spaced no more than four feet apart; and 
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Attachment 1 

(vi) Groundcover pursuant to WMC 21.16.090; 
(2) Type II Landscaping. 

(a) Type II landscaping is a "filtered screen" that functions as a visual separator. This landscaping 
is typically found between commercial and industrial uses; between differing types of residential 
development; and to screen industrial uses from the street; 
(b) Type II landscaping shall consist of: 

(i) A mix of evergreen and broadleaftrees and shrubs spaced to create a filtered screen; 
(ii) At least 50 percent broadleaftrees and at least 30 percent evergreen trees; 
(iii) Evergreen trees spaced no more than 15 feet on center; 
(iv) Broadleaftrees spaced no more than 20 feet on center; 
(v) Shrubs spaced no more than five feet apart; and 
(vi) Groundcover pursuant to WMC 21.16.090; 

(3) Type III Landscaping. 
(a) Type III landscaping is a "see-through buffer" that functions as a partial visual separator to 
soften the appearance of parking areas and building elevations. This landscaping is typically found 
along street frontage or between apartment developments; 
(b) Type III landscaping shall consist of: 

(i) A mix of evergreen and/or broadleaf trees spaced to create a continuous canopy; 
(ii) At least 70 percent broadleaftrees; 
(iii) Trees spaced no more than 25 feet on center; 
(iv) Shrubs, that do not exceed a height of four feet, spaced no more than four feet apart; and 
(v) Groundcover pursuant to WMC 21.16.090; 

(4) Type IV Landscaping. 
(a) Type IV landscaping is "parking area landscaping" that provides shade and visual relief while 
maintaining clear sight lines within parking areas; 
(b) Type IV landscaping shall consist of: 

(i) Canopy-type broadleaf or evergreen trees, evergreen shrubs and groundcovers planted in 
islands or strips; 
(ii) Shrubs that do not exceed a height of four feet; 
(iii) Plantings contained in planting islands or strips having an area of at least 75 square feet 
and with a narrow dimension of no less than four feet; 
(iv) Groundcover pursuant to WMC 21.16.090; and 
(v) At least 90 percent of the trees shall be broadleaf. 

21.16.050 Landscaping Requirements- Perimeter. 

(1) Landscaping shall be provided in accordance with the following table. This table indicates the width 
and type of landscaping required by zone or use. Additional landscape requirements for the Tourist 
District Overlay are contained in WMC 21.38.065. These standards may be modified through the 
application ofthe Commercial Design Standards in Chapter 21.14 WMC. Where this table has differing 
requirements, the more specific shall apply (for example, in the Industrial zone, if the property fronts onto 
SR 202, the wider requirement for landscaping abutting SR 202 shall apply, and not the lesser street 
frontage requirement). 

Type of Use R 1-8 zones R9+ NB2 TB2 ! P/1 ~ 
GB CBD 0 

Street frontage No perimeter 10 feet of 10 feet of 10 feet 10 feet 10 feet 
landscaping Type III Type III of Type of Type of Type 
requirements. II II II 
Street trees are 
required. 
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Tine of Use R 1-8 zones R9+ NB~ TB~ ! P/1 ~ 
GB,CBD,O 

Interior lot lines 20 feet of 20 feet of 20 feet 20 feet 20 feet 
abutting single- Type II Iwl of Type of Type of Type I 
famili residential I I 
zone 
Interior lot line 10 feet of 10 feet Type 10 feet 10 feet 10 feet 
abutting narks or Type III I Iwl Iwl Iwl 
onen snace zone or 
use 
Interior lot lines 5 feet of 5 feet of 10 feet 10 feet 
abutting ani other Type III Type III of Type of Type 
zone II II 
Abutting SR 202 or 25 feet 
Woodinville- of Type 
Snohomish Road II 

(2) Street trees shall be required in all development fronting a public street. Street tree species shall be 
approved by the City Tree Official in accordance with the Tree Board approved required tree species list 
or by the City's adopted street tree plan if applicable. 
(3) Stormwater retention facilities may be located in interior lot line landscaping areas; provided, that 
landscaping requirements are still met and the location is approved by the Development Services 
Director . 

. ~.~.:.~~~~~.~ ... !:.!:l.~.~.~.~.~P.i.~.g ........ ~.~~.~~~ .. !r..c:-.~.~~g~~~ .......................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
Perimeter landscaping along street frontages shall be provided as follows: 
(1) A 10 foot \Yidth of Type II landscaping shall be provided for an institutional use, excluding 
playgrounds and playfields. 
(2) A 10 foot width of Type II landscaping shall be provided for an industrial development, except a 25 
foot width of Type II landscaping shall be provided for development on I zoned property abutting SR 202 
or Woodinville Snohomish Highway. 
(3) A 10 foot Vlidth of Type II landscaping shall be provided for an above ground subregional utility 
development located outside a public right of Vl8)'. 
(4) A 10 foot vlidth of Type III landscaping shall be provided for a commercial or attached/group 
residence development, except the 10 foot ·.vidth of Type III landscaping may not be required pursuant to 
the City of Woodinville Design Guidelines and Standards. 
(5) For single detached subdivisions: 

(a) Trees shall be planted at the rate of one tree for every: 
(i) Fifty feet of frontage along a neighborhood collector street; and 
(ii) Forty feet of frontage along an arterial street. 

(b) The trees shall be: 
(i) Located within the street right of way if permitted by the custodial State or local agency; 
(ii) No more than 20 feet from the street right of vray line when located within a lot; 
(iii) Maintained by the adjacent landovmer unless part of a City maintenance program; and 
(iv) A species approved by the City Tree Official in accordance with the Tree Board approved 
required tree species list. 

(c) The trees may be spaced at irregular intervals in order to accommodate sight distance 
requirements for drivev!'ays and intersections. 

(6) For developments in the Tourist District Overlay, see WMC 21.38.065. 
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(7) Street trees shall be required in all development fronting a public street. Street tree species shall be 
approved by the City Tree Official in accordance with the Tree Board approved required tree species list 
or by the City's adopted street tree plan if applicable. 

-~-~-~-~.~~~~-~ ... ~.~-~.~~-~.tJ:P.i.~_g_ ....... ~~!~.~i.'?.t.:}~~}~.~-~~-~ ......................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
Perimeter landscaping along interior lot lines shall be provided as follovls: 
(1) Type I landscaping shall be included in a commercial, office, or industrial development as follo'tvs: 

(a) A 20 foot vlidth abutting residentially developed property or undeveloped residentially zoned 
property; 
(b) A 1 0 foot width abutting property developed public recreational; or 
(c) A 10 foot width abutting property designated as permanent open space. 

(2) A 20 foot vlidth of Type II landscaping shall be included in an attached/group residence development 
along any portions of the development adjacent to a single family detached residential development. 
Along portions of the development adjacent to another attached/group residence development or any 
nonresidential use the requirement shall be a 10 foot '.Vidth of Type II landscaping. 
(3) A 10 foot width of Type II landscaping shall be included in an industrial development along any 
portion adjacent to a commercial or institutional development. 
(4) A 10 foot width of Type II landscaping shall be included in an institutional use, excluding 
playgrounds and playfields, or an above ground subregional utility development, excluding distribution or 
transmission corridors, when located outside a public right of way. If the institutional use abuts a 
residentially zoned or developed property, a 20 foot width of Type II landscaping is required along lines 
abutting the property. If the institutional use abuts an agriculturally zoned parcel, a 50 foot v!'idth of Type 
II landscaping is required along property lines abutting the parcel. 
(5) For developments in the Tourist District Overlay, see \VM,C 21.38.065. 
(6) For commercial and industrial developments, storm water retention facilities may be located in 
interior lot line landscaping areas; provided, that landscaping requirements are still met and the location is 
approved by the Development Services Director . 

. ~.!.~.!~~9.79 ... ~.~-~-~.S..~~P~.~.g .. :: .. §.lJ..~!~.-:.~ .. P~!.l.<.!~g .. ::t,~~.~.s..~ ...................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
Type IV I Landscaping shall be provided within surface parking areas with 10 or more parking stalls as 
follows: 
( 1) R~sidential developments vlith common parking areas shall provide planting areas at the rate of 20 
square feet per parking stall; 
(2) Commercial, industrial, or institutional developments shall provide landscaping at a rate of: 

(a) Tv1enty square feet per parking stall 'Nhen 10 to 30 parking stalls are provided; and 
(b) Twenty five square feet per parking stall when 31 or more parking stalls are provided; 

(1) Parking areas or outdoor display areas fronting on a street right-of-way shall provide a minimum five
foot-wide, Type III, landscaped planting area along the entire street frontage except for driveways; 
provided, that the plantings shall not obstruct the sight distance at street intersections. 
(2) Ten percent of the parking area shall be Type IV landscaping, provided: 

(a) Landscaping required by WMC 21.16.050 shall not be included in this calculation. 
(b) No landscaping area is less than fifty square feet in area. 
(c)No parking space is located more than 50 feet from a parking landscape area. 
(d) All landscaping shall be between parking stalls, at the end of parking aisles, or between stalls 
and the property line. Landscaping between the parking lot and a building shall be included in 
this calculation. 

(3) Trees shall be provided and distributed throughout the parking area at a rate of one tree for every five 
parking stalls. 

(a) One tree for every five parking stalls for a commercial or industrial development; and 
(b) One tree for every 1 0 parking stalls for residential or institutional development; 
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(4) The maximum distance betv1een any parking stall and required parking area landscaping shall be no 
more than 65 feet; and 
( 4) When a parking area abuts residentially zoned property along any interior property line, a minimum 
six-foot-high screening fence, or a minimum five-foot-wide planting area with planting spaced to form a 
solid, sight-obscuring screen, shall be installed along the property line. 
(5) Permanent curbs or structural barriers shall be provided to protect the plantings from vehicle 
overhang; 
(6) For developments in the Tourist District Overlay, see WMC 21.38.065 . 

. ~!.:.!.~.~9.7.?. ... ~.~.1!.~S..~~P.i.J.I.g.~.~J~~~.':1:! .. !~ .. P~.f>..I.i.'!. .. !T~~l.S. .. ~.'l.~.~!.~.~~ .. P.':l:.f>.l.~~.l.Y ... ':I.S..~~}~~.~.S..: ..................................................... .. 
(1) All developments adjacent to publicly used trails and other public lands shall provide landscaping 
adjacent to and along the building facade that faces the trail or land at the rate of at least one tree per 50 
feet of facade. Exceptions may be made for those developments meeting Section N.F of the City's 
Design Guidelines and Standards. 
(2) All development shall provide, at a minimum depending upon the intensity of use to be screened, 
Type III landscape screening from public areas, etc., to reduce off-site visual impacts. The applicant shall 
propose the type of landscaping to be provided for approval by the City Tree Official. 

.~.!.:.!.~.~9.~.Q ... ~.~.'l..~.S..~.~P.~.J.IK:: .. A.~j.~.~.~~! .. !.«?. .. !!:~.~.~Y. .. !:~.g~~ .... ll.! .. :"!t:t.Y: .. SR 522 .................................................................................................... .. 
(1) All residential developments shall provide a minimum of20 feet of Type I landscaping adjacent to 
freeway rights-of-way. 
(2) All other developments shall provide a minimum of 25 feet of Type III landscaping adjacent to 
freeway rights-of-way. 
(3) All developments adjacent to SR 522 may reduce the required buffer distance to a point that is within 
zero feet of the right-of-way in compliance with the terms of this subsection. In exchange for this 
flexibility, an agreement between the City and property owner is required in which the property owner 
agrees to construct and maintain at the property owner's expense a landscape buffer in the State of 
Washington Department of Transportation (DOT) right-of-way. The agreement shall be at the City's 
discretion and would include provisions allowing the City to conduct the landscape maintenance, in 
which case a fee for these maintenance services will be agreed upon between the property owner and the 
City prior to acceptance of the agreement by the City Council. The provisions of the agreement shall be 
designated as covenants running with the land of the property owner binding the successors and assigns 
of the property owner, including mortgagees and beneficiaries of a deed of trust. 
(4) An agreement will be required by DOT to allow the installation and maintenance of the landscaping in 
the DOT right-of-way. Typically, this agreement would be between DOT and the City . 

. ~.!.:.!~.:9.~.?. ... ~.~.'1..~.S..~~P.~.'l.K:: .. P.'.!~.~.i.~ .. ~~.~.~~~.«?.~.~.: ............................................................................................................................................................................................ . 
Utility purveyors within the City of Woodinville are required to maintain and plant landscaping within 
their right-of-way as follows: 
( 1) Limited disturbance of vegetation to that necessary for safety and maintenance of transmission lines; 
(2) Prune trees to direct growth away from utility lines using accepted pruning practices identified in the 
public tree care standards manual; 
(3) Phase replacement of vegetation located improperly in the right-of-way; 
(4) Prune trees in an aesthetic manner according to the professional arboricultural specifications and 
standards; 
(5) Select tree species recommended by the City's Tree Board or as approved by the City Tree Official 
that are compatible with utility lines; 
(6) Provide the City with a copy of the utility's policies and guidelines regarding tree pruning; and 
(7) Present the City with a tree-pruning plan at least one week prior to tree-pruning activities. 
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.~.~.~.~~~~2.~ ... ~.~ .... 4~~~:~:P.~ ..... g .. :::: .. ~~ ..... ~r..~r.r.C;lq':l.~~~ ....... ~ ..... ~~~ ................................................................................................................................................................. .. 
Landscape designs shall conform to the following provisions: 
(1) New landscaping materials shall include species native to the coastal region of the Pacific Northwest 
or non invasive naturalized speeies that have adapted to the elimatie eonditions of the eoastal region of 
the Paeifie Northwest in the following amounts: 

(a) Seventy-five percent of groundcover and shrubs; and 
(b) Fifty percent of trees; 

(2) At least 60 percent of new landscaping materials shall consist of drought-tolerant species, except 
where site conditions within the required landscape areas assure adequate moisture for growth; 
(3) Existing vegetation may be used to augment new plantings to meet the standards of this chapter; 
(4) Broadleaftrees shall have a caliper of at least 1.75 inches at the time of planting. The caliper may be 
averaged, but no individual tree shall have a caliper ofless than 1.5 inches; 
( 5) Evergreen trees shall be at least six feet in height measured from treetop to the ground at the time of 
planting; 
(6) When the width of any landscape strip is 20 feet or greater, the required trees shall be staggered in two 
or more rows; 
(7) Shrubs shall be: 

(a) Number two size, and minimum 18 inches in height, at time of planting in Type II, III and IV 
landscaping; 
(b) At least 24 inches in height at the time of planting for Type I landscaping; and 
(c) Maintained at a height not exceeding four feet when located in Type III or IV landscaping; 

(8) Groundcovers shall be planted and spaced to result in total coverage of the required landscape area 
within three years as follows: 

(a) Four-inch pots at 18 inches on center; or 
(b) One gallon or greater sized containers at 24 inches on center; 

(9) Turf may be used as groundcover in landscape areas; provided, that the turf area: 
(a) Constitutes no more than 30 percent of Type I and II landscape areas; and 
(b) Is at least five feet wide at the smallest dimension; 

( 1 0) Grass and groundcover areas shall contain at least two inches of composted organic material at finish 
grade; 
( 11) All fences shall be placed on the inward side of any required perimeter landscaping; 
(12) Berms shall not exceed a slope of three horizontal feet to one vertical foot for lawns and shall not 
exceed a slope of two horizontal feet to one vertical foot for other plant materials; 
(13) Existing soils shall be augmented with a two-inch layer of fully composted organic material 
rototilled a minimum of six inches deep; 
( 14) Landscape areas shall be covered with at least two inches of mulch to minimize evaporation. Mulch 
shall consist of materials such as yard waste, sawdust and/or manure that is fully composted; 
(15) Drought-tolerant and nondrought-tolerant species shall be distributed and irrigated in a manner that 
uses water efficiently; 
( 16) Required street landscaping may be placed within City of Woodinville street rights-of-way subject to 
the City's street design standards with the permission of the Public Works Director, provided adequate 
space is maintained along the street line on-site to replace the required landscaping should subsequent 
street improvements require the removal of landscaping within the rights-of-way; 
(17) Species and plantings shall be consistent with the Tree Board approved required tree species list and 
required plant species list; and 
(18) A qualified tree professional, as defined in WMC 21.06.486, shall be on-site during any site work 
affecting preserved trees . 

. ~.~.~.~~~.!.9..9. ... ~.~.f.l.~.~.~I:':P~.l.IK:::: .. A~~.~E .... ~~~YC;l .. ~P~.~~.f.l.~.: .................................................................................................................................................................................. .. 
The following alternative landscape options may be allowed only if they accomplish equal or better levels 
of screening and are subject to Development Services Director approval: 
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( 1) When the total area for required landscaping and that within the drip line of retained trees exceeds 15 
percent of the area of the site, the landscaping requirement may be reduced so that the total required 
landscape and tree retention area will not exceed the 15 percent of site area; 
(2) The width of the perimeter landscape strip may be reduced up to 25 percent along any portion where: 

(a) Berms at least three feet in height or architectural barriers at least six feet in height are 
incorporated into the landscape design; and 
(b) The landscape materials are incorporated elsewhere on-site; 

(3) The width of the perimeter landscaping may be reduced up to 10 percent when a development retains 
an additional 10 percent of significant trees or 10 significant trees per acre on-site (above the 
requirements ofWMC 21.15.070), whichever is greater; 
(4) The landscaping requirement may be modified when existing conditions on or adjacent to the site, 
such as significant topographic differences, vegetation, structures or utilities would render application of 
this chapter ineffective or result in scenic view obstruction; 
(5) Street perimeter landscaping may be waived provided a site plan is approved that provides a 
significant amount of street trees and other pedestrian-related amenities; 
(6) When an existing structure precludes installation of the total amount of required site perimeter 
landscaping, such landscaping material shall be incorporated on another portion of the site; and 
(7) The width of the perimeter landscaping may be averaged, provided the minimum width is not less than 
five feet. 

.~.!.:.!.~.~.! .. !.Q ... ~.~.~.~.~.~~P~.~.g .. :: .. ~!.!:~g~.~~.~~.~ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ .. 
(1) Except for areas of undisturbed existing vegetation or low areas with existing high soil moisture 
conditions, landscape areas shall have temporary irrigation systems. Such systems shall be removed after 
24 months or two growing seasons, whichever occurs first; provided, that the plantings are established; 
(2) Areas of undisturbed existing vegetation or areas where existing site conditions assure adequate soil 
moisture for growth within the required landscape area shall have temporary irrigation systems only as 
required to sustain new plantings and shall be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Development 
Services Director; and 
(3) Areas of undisturbed existing vegetation, low areas with existing high soil moisture conditions, or 
landscape areas consisting of drought-tolerant vegetation shall not have permanent irrigation systems. 
Permanent irrigation systems may be permitted within all other required landscape areas; provided such 
systems shall be designed by a licensed landscape architect or certified irrigation designer and with: 

(a) Moisture or precipitation sensors; 
(b) Automatic timers set for operation during periods of minimum evaporation and that assure 
adequate moisture levels; 
(c) Head-to-head spacing, if sprinkler heads are proposed; 
(d) Pressure regulating devices; 
(e) Backflow prevention devices; and 
(f) Separate irrigation zones for: 

(i) Turf and planting beds; and 
(ii) Other nondrought-tolerant species . 

. ~!.:.!~~.!~.9. ... ~.~·~·~·~·~·~P~.~K::..!I.J:~!~:t.l.l.~!.i.~ ..... :.. . ....... .............................................................................. ...................... . .................................................................... .. 
(1) Landscaping shall be installed prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the project or project 
phase. 
(2) The time limit for compliance may be extended to allow installation of landscaping during the next 
appropriate planting season, subject to submittal of a performance bond or appropriate security as 
approved by the Development Services Director. 
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21.16.180 Maintenance. 
(1) All landscaping and trees shall be maintained for the life of the project. 
(2) All landscape materials and trees shall be pruned as necessary to maintain a healthy growing condition 
or to prevent primary limb failure. 
(3) With the exception of dead, diseased or damaged trees specifically retained to provide wildlife habitat, 
other dead, diseased, damaged or stolen plantings shall be replaced within three months or during the next 
planting season if the loss does not occur in a planting season. Replacement plantings shall either be like
for-like or another species listed in the Woodinville Plant List and approved by the Director, and meet the 
minimum planting requirements in this chapter. 
( 4) Landscape areas shall be kept free of trash. 
(5) Proper tree and plant protection shall be considered as a part of the overall landscaping maintenance 
methods used. 
( 6) Maintenance of all landscaping installed as part of a development project within the right-of-way shall 
be the responsibility of the abutting property owner for the life of the project unless alternative conditions 
are approved by the City . 

. ~.!.:.~.~-~.!.~Q .. .l.J..Cl..J.l.~~ .. :: .. ~.~~-~~~!Y: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
Performance bonds or other appropriate security (including letters of credit and set-aside letters) shall be 
required for a period of three years after the planting or transplanting of vegetation to insure proper 
installation, establishment and maintenance. 

21.16.200 Penalties. 
In accordance with enforcement regulations of Chapter 1.06 WMC, any person violating these regulations 
shall be subject to civil penalty procedures and fines. Each tree removed or damaged shall be considered a 
separate violation. 
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To: 

From: 

By: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE.WA.US 

Tree Board Date: June 25, 2104 

Subject: 

Dave Kuhl, Development Services Director 

Erin Martindale, Senior Planner£~""

Review of Tree Regulation Amendments 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board review the proposed changes to the Tree Code? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To review and provide feedback on the proposed changes. 

POLICY DECISION: The Tree Board provides an advisory role to the City Council on matters 
of trees and urban forestry. 

BACKGROUND: The Tree Board provided a recommendation on changing the Tree 
Regulations, and the Planning Commission has been reviewing these changes. The Planning 
Commission has asked the Tree Board to review a potential issue/revision to the code changes. 
The Planning Commission has asked that the Tree Board review whether the following should 
be an option for consideration: 

1. Do not change the applicability, and have the Tree Code apply to all developments. 
2. Maintain the current tree credit requirements - 30 tree credits in CBD and for lots less than 

7,200 square feet, otherwise 60 tree credits per acre. 
3. Adopt provisions that allow a smaller or different replanting requirements for existing single

family homeowners. For example: 
Separate requirements for existing development 

a. Kirkland has a completely different requirement for tree removal not associated with 
development. This code allows two trees to be removed each year, subject to 
criteria, as long as two trees remain on the site. Lynnwood allows two trees, or 40% 
of the significant trees to be removed in a year, with a 1:1 replanting requirement. 

b. Bellevue requires 15% of the existing trees to be retained as part of a development, 
and then 30% of existing trees to be retained on existing lots. Meaning, if there are 
100 trees on a lot when the subdivision is granted, 15 trees are required to be 
retained. Then, if there are 15 trees on a site with a house, 30% of those trees 
would be required to be retained, or 5 trees. 

Smaller replanting ratio for existing lots in the R6 and R8 zones 
a. One option for replacement trees is to provide more credit for planted trees than for 

existing trees. For example, Kirkland gives a full credit for a 2-inch caliper tree at 
planting, while this size tree is worth 0 credits for existing trees. Redmond and 
Lynnwood specify the minimum size (2.5-inch caliper), and 1:1 ratio for replanting for 
each tree removed. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
REVIEW AND PROVIDE FEEDBACK. 

Attachment 1: Draft Changes to Tree Protection and Landscaping Code 
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Chapter 21.15 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS- TREE PROTECTION 

Sections: 
21.15. 0 1 0 Purpose and intent. 
21.15.020 Applicability. 
21.15.030 Exemptions. 
21.15. 040 Alternative compliance. 
21.15.050 City tree fund. 
21.15.060 Tree plans, review procedures, and tree typing. 
21.15.070 Tree density. 
21.15.080 Tree protection during construction. 
21.15. 090 Installation standards for required tree plantings. 
21.15.100 Tree maintenance requirements. 
21.15.110 Prohibited vegetation. 
21.15.120 Enforcement and penalties . 

. ~!~.!.?.~.9!.9. .. !>..~r.P.~.~.~ ... ~.~.t.i.}~~~.~~~ .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
(1) Trees are important elements ofthe physical environment. They are integral to Woodinville's 
community character and protect public health, safety, and general welfare. Protecting, 
enhancing, and maintaining healthy trees, groves of trees and vegetation are key community 
values. The City's goal is to achieve an overall tree canopy coverage of 40 percent for the 
community. The many benefits of healthy trees and vegetation contribute to Woodinville's 
quality of life by: 

(a) Minimizing the adverse impacts ofland disturbing activities and impervious surfaces 
such as runoff, soil erosion, land instability, sedimentation and pollution of waterways, 
thus reducing the public and private costs for storm water control/treatment and utility 
maintenance; 
(b) Improving the air quality by absorbing air pollutants, assimilating carbon dioxide and 
generating oxygen; 
(c) Providing cost-effective protection from severe weather conditions with cooling effects 
in the summer months and insulating effects in winter; 
(d) Providing visual relief and screening buffers;( e) Providing recreational benefits; 
(f) Providing habitat, cover, food supply, and corridors for a diversity offish and wildlife; 
and 
(g) Providing economic benefit by enhancing local property values and contributing to the 
region's natural beauty, aesthetic character, and livability of the community. 

(2) Tree removal in urban areas has resulted in the loss to the public of these benefits. The 
purpose of this chapter is to establish processes and standards to provide for the retention, 
protection, preservation, replacement, proper maintenance, and use of significant trees and 
woodlands located in the City of Woodinville. The intent of this chapter is to: 

(a) Maintain and enhance canopy coverage provided by native trees for their benefits; 
(b) Preserve and enhance the City of Woodinville's environmental, economic, and 
community character with mature landscapes; 
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(c) Promote site planning, building, and development practices that work to avoid removal 
or destruction of native trees, groves of trees, and the understory of trees and that avoid 
unnecessary disturbance to the City's natural vegetation; 
(d) Mitigate the consequences of required tree removal in land development through on
and off-site native tree replacement with the goals of halting loss and enhancing 
Woodinville's tree canopy to achieve an overall healthy tree canopy cover of 40 percent 
City-wide over time; 
(e) Encourage tree retention efforts by allowing flexibility with respect to certain other 
development requirements; 
(f) Implement the goals and objectives of the City's Comprehensive Plan; 
(g) Implement the goals and objectives ofthe State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) . 

. ~.!.~.!.?.~.9.~.9 .. !.\PP.l.~.~~~.~!.~!Y.~ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the single-family residential zones, including the R-
1, R-4, R-6, and R-8 zones. 
(1) Permit Required. No person shall directly or indirectly conduct any of the activities listed 
below before first obtaining a tree removal permit as provided in this chapter unless the activity 
is exempted in WMC 21.15.030. Permits shall be processed as described in WMC 21.15.060(5). 

(a) Removal of any significant tree as defined in Chapter 21.06 WMC on any property. 
(b) Removal of nonsignificant trees, up to bet'.veen two inches and s*-nine-inches_that 
have a combined diameter-at-breast-height of 40 inches or the equivalent of 11 tree credits, 
within a 12-month period. 

(2) Tree Density Compliance. Any new development or redevelopment that results in an 
addition, alteration or repair that adds square footage equal to or greater than 25 percent of the 
existing square footage, or has construction costs of an amount equal to or greater than 25 
percent of the assessed value, of the structures on-site, shall fully comply with the tree density 
requirements in WMC 21.15.070. For tree removals requiring Tree Plan IV and Tree Plan!
Minor, the applicant/property owner shall be required to provide 50 percent greater tree credits 
than currently exist, or the minimum tree density requirement, whichever is less, as described in 
WMC 2l.l5.060(3)(a)(iii) . 

. ~:~ .. ~.~:.?.~.~~~~>. .. ~~~~P!~.t>..~~.~..... ............... ................. ........... .......... ..... ............... . .............................................................................................................................................. . 
The following activities are exempt from the provisions of this chapter: 
(1) Emergency Tree Removal. Any tree on private, developed property that poses an imminent 
threat to life or property, due to a storm event such as a wind storm or ice storm, may be 
removed without first obtaining a permit. The party removing the tree will contact the City 
within seven days of removal to provide documentation of threat for approval of exemption. If 
the City Tree Official determines that the emergency tree removal was not warranted, he or she 
may require that the party obtain a permit and/or require that replacement trees and vegetation be 
replanted as mitigation, in accordance with WMC 21.15 .120(8)(b ). 
(2) Utility Management. Trees may be removed by the City or utility provider in situations 
involving immediate danger to life or property, or interruption of services provided by a utility. 
(3) Commercial Nurseries or Tree Farms. A nursery or tree farm owner may remove trees that 
are being grown to be sold as Christmas or landscape trees. 
(4) Removal of nonsignificant trees 'vvith a diameter at breast height of less than t'.v:o inches ... 
except as required by WMC 21.15.020(1)(b). 
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(5) Trees within the public right-of-way, and trees removed as part of a City construction project, 
shall be subject to the requirements of Chapter 2.24 WMC. 
(6) Dead Tree Removal. Any tree on private, developed property that from a cursory visual 
inspection can be determined to be fully dead by a layman without any arborist training may be 
removed without first obtaining a permit. The party removing the tree will contact the City 
within seven days of removal to provide documentation of the deceased tree, and, if known, the 
cause of death. If the City Tree Official determines that the dead tree removal was not 
warranted, he or she may require that the party obtain a permit and or require that replacement 
trees and vegetation be replanted as mitigation, in accordance with WMC 12.15.120 (8) (b) . 

. ~t~.~:.?.~.9..~Q.,A.I.!.~~~-~!~Y.~.,~.->..'.!!P.~.~~~-~-~~-,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,.,.,,,,.,, ........................... , ............... , ............. , ........................................ ,,.,, .. , ..... , ... , .. ,.,, ..... , .... ,,.,,,, 
All activities regulated by this chapter shall be performed in compliance with the applicable 
standards contained in this chapter, unless the applicant demonstrates that alternate measures or 
procedures will be superior to the provisions of this chapter in accomplishing the purpose and 
intent ofthis chapter as described in WMC 21.15.010. Requests to use alternative measures and 
procedures shall be reviewed by the City Tree Official, who may approve, approve with 
conditions, or deny the request. Examples include but are not limited to: (1) retention of 
specimen or heritage trees and groves oftrees, (2) use of low impact development techniques, 
and/or (3) Green Building Design or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. The City 
Tree Official is authorized to establish administrative criteria for alternative compliance. 
Alternative compliance is intended mainly for those development applications requiring a Tree 
Plan II, pursuant to WMC 21.15.060(3) . 

. ~:!:.~J:.?..~.9..?9 ... ~.i.!Y ... !.!:~.~ ... f.~~'~'~"""""""""""""""""""'"'"'"""""""""""'""'"""'""'"""""""'"""""""""""""""""'""'"'"""""'"'"'"""""""""""""""""""'""'"""""'"'"""'"""'"""' 
(1) Funding Sources. All civil penalties received under this chapter and all money received 
pursuant to WMC 21.15.070 and 21.15.120 shall be used for the purposes set forth in this 
section. In addition, the following sources may be used for the purposes set forth in this section: 

(a) Agreed upon restoration payments imposed under WMC 21.15.120 or settlements in 
lieu of penalties; 
(b) Sale of trees or wood from City property where the proceeds from such sale have not 
been dedicated to another purpose; 
(c) Donations and grants for tree purposes; 
(d) Sale of seedlings by the City; and 
(e) Other monies allocated by the City Council. 

(2) Funding Purposes. The City shall use money received pursuant to this section for the 
following purposes. The Tree Board shall recommend with each budget to the City Council for 
approval how the fund will be allocated. Prioritization shall be based on the Urban Forestry Plan. 

(a) Acquiring, maintaining, and preserving wooded areas within the City; 
(b) Planting and maintaining trees within the City; 
(c) Identification and maintenance of heritage trees; 
(d) Establishment of a holding public tree nursery; 
(e) Urban forestry education; or 
(f) Other purposes relating to trees as determined by the City Council. 

-~-~-~-~.?..~.Q§Q .. .!~.~.~ .. P.J.~~:I.!~'-... ~~.Y.~.~~ .. P.~.->..~.~~-~~~-~.t.~~.~ ... !~~-~ ... !YP.~.~-g~ ......................................................................................................................... .. 
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(1) Introduction. The City requires a tree permit in conjunction with all development permits 
resulting in site disturbance and with any proposed tree removal on developed sites not exempted 
by WMC 21.15.030. 
In order to make better decisions about tree retention, particularly during all stages of 
development, tree removal permits will require specific information about the existing trees 
before removal is allowed. Different levels of detail correspond to the scale of the project or 
activity. Specific tree plan review standards are provided in this section with the intent of 
facilitating the preservation of healthy, significant trees. 
The City's objective is to retain as many viable trees, groves of trees and the understory as 
possible on a developing site while still allowing the development proposal to move forward in a 
timely manner. This objective is intended to retain existing groves of trees in order to meet the 
City-wide goal of 40 percent tree canopy coverage. 
(2) Tree Plan Required. 

(a) Requirement Established. An applicant for a tree removal permit must submit a tree 
plan that complies with this section. A qualified tree professional may be required, as 
determined by the type of tree plan described in subsection (3) of this section, to prepare 
certain components of a tree plan at the applicant's expense. If proposed development 
activities call for more than one tree plan level, the tree plan level with the more stringent 
requirements shall apply; provided, that the City Tree Official may require a combination 
of tree plan components based on the nature of the proposed development activities. If 
proposed activity is not clearly identified in this chapter, the City Tree Official shall 
determine the appropriate tree plan. 
(b) Previously Approved Development. Any subdivision or short subdivision that is subject 
to an approved tree plan that had approval prior to the effective date of the ordinance 
codified in this chapter shall not be subject to the tree retention and plan requirements in 
this section, except that any requested changes to the previously approved tree plan that 
results in removal of additional existing trees shall trigger the requirements under this 
chapter. The unchanged tree plan approval shall apply to any building or site development 
permits that are applied for in conformance with the approval of that subdivision or short 
subdivision. 

(3) Tree Plan and Retention Requirements. The following table sets forth the different tree plans 
required for development activities or removal requests requiring a tree removal permit. 
Applicants for development subject to Tree Plan-li-ef III are required to attend a Technical 
Revie\v Committee meeting prior to submittal, and are strongly encouraged to de--se attend a pre
application meeting prior to any site design work, so that the applicable tree retention and 
replacement concepts can be incorporated into the design of the subject property. Each tree plan 
sets forth the required components and retention standards. The City Tree Official may waive a 
component for a tree plan if he or she determines that the information is not necessary due to 
conditions of the property. For a Tree Plan IV, where a fee is required, the fee shall be paid at 
permit issuance. 

(a) Table 21.15.060-1- Tree Plan Requirements. 
(i) Type of Plan Required. 

Requirement Tree Plan I ±Pee Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV 

Type of Required for any Required fer any Required for Required for tree 
project permits* for one or permits~ fer thfee new residential removal on a 
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Requirement Tree Plan I ~Fee Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV 

two dwelling units on eF meFe Eletaehea subdivisions or property on which no 
individual lot. El•.velling ooits; eF short development activity 
For individual lots of a any use etheF than subdivisions is proposed or in 
subdivision or short FesiaefltiaL and related site progress. 
subdivision with an FeF ~ermits~ te development Activity requiring a 
approved Tree Plan III, e*isting l=milaings permit Tree Plan IV includes 
the Tree Plan III •.vheFe the eest ef applications. but is not limited to: 
requirements shall be eenstFuetien requests to remove 
applied to the e*eeeas the healthy tree; requests 
individual lots and no ~~lieaeility to remove hazard or 
new Tree Plan I will FeqtliFements ef nuisance tree removal 
be required. WMG not exempt under 

;6l.l5.0;60E;6j, the WMC 21.15.030; and 
FeEJ:HiFemeflts ef tree removal in areas 
+Fee Plan I dedicated to ensure 
MineF shall ~~ly. protection of 

vegetation, critical 
areas and their 
buffers, including 
NGPEs. The plan can 
be developed by the 
applicant but may 
require assistance of 
a qualified tree 
professional. 

Major and Tree Plan I- Major NIA N/A N/A 
minor shall be required for 

new development, 
redevelopment, or 
development in which 
the total square 
footage of the 
proposed 
improvements is more 
than 25 percent of the 
total square footage or 
assessed value of the 
existing improvements 
on the subject 
property. 
Tree Plan I- Minor 
shall be required for all 
proposed development 
activities and site 
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Requirement Tree Plan I ~Fee Plan II Tree Plan III Tree Plan IV 

disturbance for which 
Tree Plan I- Major 
does not apply. 

* Tree Plan I ef--li is required for any permits that will result in site disturbance or exceed the 
compliance requirements in WMC 21.15.020(2). 

(ii) Plan Requirements. 

Requirement Tree Plan I tree Tree Tree Plan IV 
Plan II Plan III 

(1) Tree 0 e 0 0 
Location (MHst ee (Must be (If more than t\vo trees cHt 

surveyed) surveyed) code allowance of healthy 
trees cut per Table 2 Annual 
12ermitted removal) 

(2) Tree • Size in DBH e 0 • Size in DBH 
Inventory • Species ·Species 

• General health 

(3) Site Plan 0 e 0 0 
(If more than t';vo trees em code 
allowance of healthy trees cut 
per Table 2 Annual12ermitted 
removal-) 

(4) Planting Plan 0 e 0 0 

(5) Tree 0 -63- 0 
Protection 
Measures 

(6) Tree Density IYI e 0 0 
Calculations 

(7) Preservation e 0 
and Maintenance 
Agreement 

(8) Other (1) For Tree Plan I- - (1) Tree Density Table 
Requirements Major, assessment by 21.15.070(a) gives the 

a qualified tree reguired number of tree 
professional shall be credits 12er acre. 
required if any (2) The number of healthy 
significant trees are in trees 12er year that can be 
required yards, within removed within a 12-
10 feet of any side month 12eriod under a 
property line on the Tree Plan IV 
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Requirement Tree Plan I 
+Fee Tree 

Tree Plan IV 
Plan II Plan III 

subject property, or Table 2 Annual ~ermitted 
within 10 feet ofthe removal 
building footprint. Zoning Number of 
(2) For Tree Plan I- Healthy Trees 
Minor, the above tree that may be 
information shall be removed~er 
required only for trees year 
potentially impacted R6-R8 1 
by proposed R4 3 
development activity, R-1 5 
and surveyed tree 
locations shall not be 
required. 2~ J3F8J3efty ev,'fl:eF may Feme•1e 
(3) For lots from a l:lJ3 te twe healthy sigRi:fiecm:t 
subdivision or short trees The ~ro~erty owner may 
subdivision, with an remove twice the maximum 
approved Tree Plan number of healthy significant 
III, the tree trees as ~ermitted if they agree 
information shall be not to remove any additional 
transferred over and healthy trees for two years and 
the applicant must meet tree density reguirements 
comply with the ~er Table 21.15.070(a). Sites 
applicable Tree Plan 'Nith e*istifl:g Ele•1eleJ3mefl:t laFgeF 
III requirements. than twe aeFes may Feme•1e l:lJ3 te 

:PNe healthy tl:'ees J3eF aeFe 'tvithifl: 
a 12 mefl:th J3el:'iea. There is no 
limit on the number of hazard 
trees that may be removed; 
however, additional nonhazard 
trees may not be cut within the 
12-month period if two or more 
hazard trees are removed. 
(2) An arborist report will be 
required, explaining how the 
tree(s) fit the criteria in this 
section, if removal is based on 
nuisance or hazard and the 
nuisance or hazard condition is 
not obvious. An evaluation by a 
qualified tree ~rofessional shall 
be reguired. For nuisance tree 
determination only, the gualified 
~rofessional is not reguired to be 
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Requirement Tree Plan I +Fee Tree Tree Plan IV 
Plan II Plan III 

a tree risk assessor. -that 
J3fe•liaes the aFBefist feJ3eft fef 
ha:t:aFa ef nuisaaee tfees shall be 
eertifiea in tree fisk assessment 

(3) For nuisance or hazard trees 
in critical areas or their buffers, 
the planting plan must propose 
action to mitigate the hazard or 
nuisance in accordance to 
standards set forth in this 
section. 

- (4) Tree removal on 
undeveloped property shall be 
approved only for hazard or 
nuisance trees pursuant to the 
criteria in this section. The tree 
removal exemptions in WMC 
21.15.030 are not applicable to 
undeveloped property. 
( 5) If the removal request will 
result in a tree density below the 
required tree density in this 
section, tree replacement is 
required as set forth in this 
section. 
(6) For removal of hazard or 
nuisance trees, the tree inventory 
information required to be 
submitted shall be completed 
within two weeks of permit 
issuance. Any required 
replanting shall occur within 12 
months of permit issuance. 

List of Tree Plan Requirements per Table above: 

(1) Location of significant trees and their measured driplines and critical root zone, including 
those on abutting property whose driplines extend over subject property, shown on a map. A 
survey may be required for a Tree Plan I where an existing tree would be impacted by potential 
buildings. 
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(2) A tree inventory prepared by a qualified tree professional must include: (a) a numbering 
system of existing significant trees (with corresponding tags on trees), (b) measured drip lines, 
(c) size (diameter-at-breast-height), (d) species and tree status (removed or retained) based on 
tree type criteria in this section for all significant trees. The inventory shall include 
approximate trunk location and measured drip line of significant trees that are on abutting 
property with driplines extending over the subject property line. A report from a qualified tree 
professional with tree risk assessment certification shall accompany the tree inventory, and 
include: (a) an indication, for each tree, of whether it is proposed to be retained or removed, 
based on health, risk of failure and suitability of species; (b) limits of disturbance around 
viable trees; (c) special instruction for work within their critical root zone; and (d) location and 
type of protection measures for these trees; (e) species ratings (zero to 100 percent) according 
to the most current published edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for 
Plant Appraisal." 

(3) A site plan using the information from the tree survey, inventory and report, showing the: (a) 
proposed development activity; (b) location and limits of disturbance of viable trees to be 
retained according to the tree inventory and report; and (c) trees being removed for proposed 
development or trees being removed that are not viable. If a tree inventory is not required, the 
site plan must show the approximate location of significant trees, their size (diameter-at-breast
height) and their species, along with the location of structures, driveways, access ways and 
easements. The plan shall include size (diameter-at-breast-height), species, and condition of 
each tree. For large undeveloped sites or tree removal within NGPEs with a Tree Plan IV, the 
plan must only show the surrounding trees that would be impacted by the tree removal. 
Identification of trees to be removed should be indicated, including reasons for their removal 
and a description of removal techniques pursuant to this section. 

(4) For required replacement trees, a planting plan must be submitted showing location, size and 
species of the new trees in accordance to standards set forth in this section. 

(5) A description and location of tree protection measures during construction for trees to be 
retained must be shown on demolition, drainage and grading plans. Protection measures must 
be in accordance with WMC 21.15.080. 

(6) Prior to permit approval, the applicant shall provide a plan showing tree density calculations 
pursuant to this section, retained trees, trees to be removed, and any required supplemental 
trees to meet the minimum density. 

(7) The applicant shall submit a preservation and maintenance agreement pursuant to WMC 
21.15.1 00, for approval prior to occupancy, recording or final inspection. 
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(iii) Tree Density Requirements. 

Requirement Tree Plan I l_:fee Plan II 
Tree Plan 

Tree Plan IV 
III 

Tree Density The minimum tree +he miniml::l:fB: tfee The Tree Plan IV shall 
Requirements density shall apply to density shall tlflf)ly te mmtmum provide either the 

the site to Tree Plan I aU +Fee Plan II. tree lesser of the 
-Major. +Fee Plan n fef tenant density minimum tree density 
Tree Plan I - Minor iffif)Fevemeffis te shall apply or 50 percent greater 
shall provide either e~dsting et1ildings to all Tree tree credit than 
the lesser of the '1\rflefe the tlflf)li6aeility Plan III. currently exists if the 
minimum tree FeEtH:iFemeffis ef ¥iMG site is 
density, or 50 percent ~l.l~.Q~QE~j aFe nonconforming. If 
greater tree credit e~f6eeded shallf)Fevide the site currently has 
than currently exists eithef the lessef ef the zero credits, a total of 
if the site is minim\iffi tFee density 10 credits or 10 
nonconforming. If the Sf ~Q f)ef6effi gFeateF credits per acre will 
site currently has zero tFee 6Fedit than be required.* 
credits, a total of 10 6\iffeffily e~fists if the 
credits or 10 credits site is nen6enfefffiing. 
per acre will be If the sii!ie 6\iffeH:tly has 
required.* i!iefe 6Fedits, a tetal ef 

l Q 6Fedits eF l Q 6Fedits 
f)ef a6fe vlill ee 
FeEJ:tliFed. ;~; 

* Fifty percent greater tree credits: Tree credits currently provided x 1.5 = required tree credits. 
( 4) Qualified Tree Professional Reports. Reports prepared by a qualified tree professional shall 
contain the following information, unless waived by the City Tree Official. In cases where the 
City Tree Official does not agree with the qualified tree professional's determination, the City 
Tree Official may seek a third party review, to be reimbursed by the applicant according to the 
City's current fee schedule. For all permits and approvals requiring a report prepared by a 
qualified tree professional, the costs of the services of the professional shall be paid by the 
applicant. 

• Tree Board Recommended Language Addition: "Unless the applicant's arborist 
determination prevails and then the cost of the third party report will be reimbursed by 
the City." 

• Staff Recommends this language not be added 
(a) A complete description of each tree's health and viability. If a tree is not viable for 
retention, the reason(s) must be soundly based on health, high risk of failure due to 
structure, defects, unavoidable isolation (windfirmness), or suitability of spe~ies and for 
which no reasonable alternative action is possible (pruning, cabling, etc.). The impact of 
necessary tree removal to remaining trees, including those in a grove or on adjacent 
properties, must also be discussed. 
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(b) The location of limits of disturbance around all trees potentially impacted by site 
disturbances and any special instructions for work within that protection area (hand
digging, tunneling, root pruning, maximum grade change, etc.). 
(c) For development applications, a discussion of timing and installation oftree protection 
measures that must include fencing and be in accordance with the tree protection standards 
as outlined in this section. 
(d) The suggested location and species of supplemental trees to be used when required. The 
report shall include planting and maintenance specifications pursuant to WMC 21.15.090 
and 21.15.100. 

(5) Tree Plan Review Procedure and Appeals. 
(a) When an applicant proposes a development activity or project that requires a Level I, II 
or III Tree Plan, the tree plan shall be reviewed as part of the applicable permit application 
or process. 
(b) Applicants for a Level IV Tree Plan must submit a completed permit application on a 
form provided by the City. Within 21 calendar days, the City Tree Official shall review the 
application and either approve, approve with conditions or modifications, deny the 
application, or request additional information. Any decision to deny the application shall be 
in writing along with the reasons for the denial and the appeal process. For Level IV Tree 
Plans for removal of hazard or nuisance trees, the City Tree Official shall review the 
application and either approve, approve with conditions or modifications, deny the 
application, or request additional information, within five days of submittal. Any additional 
information needed for tree inventory information not available at permit submittal or for 
replanting requirements, the City Tree Official may add these items as conditions of 
approval; the additional information, inventory and a replanting plan shall be submitted 
within two weeks of permit issuance, with all replanting occurring within 12 months of 
permit issuance. 
(c) With respect to Level IV Tree Plans, an applicant may appeal an adverse determination 
to the Hearing Examiner. A written notice of appeal shall be filed with the Development 
Services Department within 14 calendar days following the postmark date of distribution of 
a City Tree Official's decision. The City shall give notice of the hearing pursuant to 
Chapter 17.09 WMC. The applicant shall have the burden of proving that the City Tree 
Official made an incorrect decision. Based on the Hearing Examiner's findings and 
conclusions, he or she may affirm, reverse or modify the decision being appealed. The 
decision of the Hearing Examiner may be reviewed in County Superior Court using the 
standards set forth in RCW 36.70C.130. The land use petition must be filed within 21 
calendar days of the issuance of the final land use decision by the Hearing Examiner. 

(6) Tree Plan Review Standards. 
(a) Site Design for Development. Tree retention shall be pursuant to this chapter; provided, 
that such tree retention may use the priority trees listed below and may apply for alternative 
compliance under WMC 21.15.040. Tree plans shall comply with all other tree retention 
requirements in the Woodinville Municipal Code, including but not limited to those in 
Chapter 21.24 WMC, Development Standards- Critical Areas. 

(i) Tree Retention Standards. 
(A) Based on the tree plan information submitted by the applicant, the applicant's 
qualified tree professional, and the City Tree Official's evaluation of the trees 
and proposed development on subject property, the City Tree Official will 
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designate each tree as a Type 1, 2 or 3 tree according to the criteria below. The 
priority shall be that Type 1 trees are preserved as far as is practicable. 
(B) Table 21.15.060-2- Tree Types. 

Type 1 Tree Type 2 Tree :fype 3 ~Fee 

A viable tree that is determined to be healthy 1/!,~ •liable tree that is te A. tree that is either Eaj 
and windfirm by a qualified tree professional, be retained if feasible. net •Aable, er Ebj is in an 
and provided the trees can be safely retained area •tVhere reme'f'al is 
when pursuing alternatives to development A tree that is either (a) ooaveidable due te the 
standards, and meets at least one of these not viable or (b) is in an anticipated develepmem 
criteria: area where removal is activity. 
(a) Heritage trees; unavoidable due to the 
(b) Specimen trees; anticigated develogment 
(c) Tree groves and associated vegetation that activity. 
are to be set aside as preserved groves 
pursuant to WMC 21.15.100; 
(d) Wildlife habitat regulated under WMC 
21.24.410 through 21.24.440; 
(e) Trees in geologically hazardous areas as 
regulated under WMC 21.24.290 through 
21.24.310; 
(f) Trees that are more than 75 years old or 
have a diameter-at-breast-height of at least 20 
inches; or 
(g) Trees that are a part of a grove that 
extends into abutting property, such as in a 
public park, open space, sensitive area buffer 
or otherwise preserved group of trees on 
adjacent private property. Ifsignificant trees 
must be removed in these situations, an 
adequate buffer of trees may be required to be 
retained or planted on the edge of the 
remaining grove to help stabilize the 
remaining trees. 

(C) At the discretion of the City Tree Official, damaged or diseased or standing 
dead trees may be preserved and credited toward the tree preservation 
requirement if demonstrated that such trees will provide important wildlife 
habitat and are not classified as a hazard or nuisance tree. Hazard or nuisance 
trees may be felled to prevent hazardous conditions. 

(ii) Incentives and Variations to Development Standards. In order to retain trees, the 
applicant should pursue provisions in Woodinville's codes that allow development 
standards to be modified. The City Tree Official, Public Works Director, Parks and 
Recreation Director and Fire Marshal may review and recommend to the City Council 
what development standards may be modified to retain existing trees. 
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(iii) Additional Variations. In addition to the variations described above, the City Tree 
Official is authorized to require site plan alterations to retain Type 1 trees. Such 
alterations include minor adjustments to the location of building footprints, parking, 
driveways and access ways, and/or walkways, easements or utilities. 

(b) Nuisance Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment 
certification flli:A) shall provide documentation that a nuisance tree meets the following 
criteria. For nuisance tree evaluation, the qualified professional is not required to have tree 
risk assessor certification. The City Tree Official or his or her designated staff may waive 
the requirement for such documentation when he/she determines that the criteria have 
clearly been met. 

(i) Tree is causing obvious, physical damage to private or public structures, including 
but not limited to: sidewalk, curb, road, driveway, parking lot, building foundation or 
roof; 
(ii) Tree has been damaged by past maintenance practices that cannot be corrected 
with proper arboricultural practices; 
(iii) Tree is predisposed to fungus diseases, or chronic diseased tree, that would 
require annual spraying; 
(iv) There is overcrowding or overplanting; or 
(v) The problems associated with the tree must be such that they cannot be corrected 
by any other reasonable practice, including but not limited to the following: 

(A) Pruning of the crown or roots of the tree. 
(B) Small modifications to the site including but not limited to moving a 
driveway, parking lot, patio or sidewalk to alleviate the problem. 
(C) Pruning, bracing, or cabling to reconstruct a healthy crown. 

(c) Hazard Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment 
certification shall provide documentation that a hazard tree meets the following criteria. 
The City Tree Official or his or her designated staff may waive the requirement for such 
documentation when he/she determines that the criteria have clearly been met. 

(i) The tree must have a combination of structural defects and/or disease which makes 
it subject to a high probability of failure and is in proximity to moderate-high 
frequency of persons or property; and 
(ii) The hazard condition of the tree cannot be lessened with reasonable and proper 
arboricultural practices nor can the persons or property be removed. 

(d) Trees in Critical Areas or Critical Area Buffers. The intent of preserving vegetation in 
and near streams and wetlands and in geologically hazardous areas is to support the 
functions of healthy critical areas and their buffers and/or avoid disturbance of geologically 
hazardous areas (see Chapter 21.24 WMC). The property owner must submit a Level IV 
Tree Plan to City Development Services Department to trim or fell any tree from a critical 
area or critical area buffer. If a tree is considered a nuisance or hazard in a critical area or 
its buffer, the priority action is to create a "snag" or wildlife tree with the subject tree. If 
creation of a snag is not feasible, then the felled tree shall be left in place unless the City 
Tree Official permits its removal in writing. The felling of any tree will may require the 
replanting of an equivalent amount of tree credits in conformance with the tree planting 
requirements of WMC 21.15 .070(2), which may be modified by the City Tree Official 
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based on the recommendation of a qualified tree professional; when 10 or less trees are 
removed, a qualified tree professional may determine that the same amount of functionality 
of the area can be achieved without replanting by demonstrating that the following criteria 
can be met of (a) leaving a snag or (b) leaving a felled tree to create new habitat, then no 
replanting may be required., Otherwise, if: (i) the lesser number of tree credits will provide 
equal or better functionality in the critical area; (ii) there is a minimum replanting of 50 
percent of the required tree credits; (iii) a coverage analysis is submitted stating that the 
replanted trees will have equal or better coverage than the trees removed within five years; 
(iv) understory plantings are also installed; (v) a replanting site plan is submitted, reviewed 
and approved. Replanted trees shall be planted in proximity to where the felled tree was 
located. Selection of native species is required, replanting the same species as the removed 
trees is preferred, and timing of installation shall be approved by the City Tree Official. If 
more than two trees are removed, the City Tree Official may require an approval pursuant 
to Chapter 21.24 WMC regarding alteration of critical areas. 
(e) Trees Located in Residential Subdivisions Under Common Ownership, Excluding 
Critical Areas or Critical Area Buffers. The property owner must submit a Level IV Tree 
Plan to the City to fell any tree owned in common. The felling of any tree located in areas 
owned commonly shall have the option of either: (i) replanting an equal number of tree 
credits in conformance with the tree planting requirements ofWMC 21.15.070(2); or (ii) 
providing a tree inventory documenting that the tree credit density has been met. 

.~.!~.!.?..~.9.?.9 .. !E~~ .. ~.~!.t.~~.!Y.~ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
(1) Introduction. The requirement to meet minimum tree density applies to new developments 
and major redevelopments, and new subdivisions and short subdivisions. If such a site falls 
below the minimum density with existing trees, supplemental planting shall be required. A tree 
density for existing trees to be retained is calculated to determine if new trees are required in 
order to meet the minimum density for the site. Supplemental tree location priority is set as well 
as minimum size of supplemental trees to meet the density. 
(2) Tree Density Requirement. 

(a) Minimum Tree Density Requirement Established. Undeveloped sites and developed 
sites subject to the tree density requirements pursuant to WMC 21.15. 020 shall meet the 
required minimum tree density as follows: 

Table 21.15.070(a) Minimum Tree Density Requirement 
Zoning Tree Credits 

Reguired Per 
Acre 

R6-R8 20 
R-4 40 
R-1 60 

(i) Sixty tree credits per acre, except as required under subsection (2)(a)(ii) of this 
section; 
(ii) Single family residential lots less than 7,200 square feet and lots in the Central 
Business District shall meet the required minimum tree density of 30 tree credits per 
aere;. 
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(b) For existing residential subdivisions with Native Growth Protection Easements 
(NGPEs), the tree credits within the NGPE may be counted where the homeowner's 
association or owner of the NGPE has determined the number of tree credits that exist 
within the NGPE; the remaining tree credits required for the entire subdivision to meet the 
minimum tree density will be equally divided among the total number of lots. Where the 
tree credits in the NGPE have not been determined, the minimum tree density shall apply 
to each lot within the subdivision. 
(c) The tree density consists of existing trees pursuant to the priority established in this 
section, supplemental trees or a combination of existing and supplemental trees pursuant to 
this section. Existing trees transplanted to an area on the same site shall not count toward 
the required density unless approved by the City Tree Official based on transplant 
specifications provided by a qualified tree professional that will ensure a good probability 
for survival. 
(d) Tree Density Calculation. For the purpose of calculating required minimum tree 
density, City right-of-way, and areas to be dedicated as City right-of-way, shall be 
excluded from the lot area used for calculation of tree density. Tree density calculation for 
existing individual trees is calculated by multiplying the tree credits based on the diameter
at-breast-height multiplied by the species multiplier: 

(i) Diameter-at-breast-height of the tree shall be measured in inches. Existing trees 
that are rooted and established are measured 4.5 feet off the ground; new plantings are 
measured 6 inches off the ground, per arborist standards this is measured in caliper. 
The measured diameter-at-breast-height shall be its size at the time of measurement, 
except as provided in subsection (2)(f) of this section. 
(ii) The tree credit value that corresponds with diameter-at-breast-height shall be 
found in Table 21.15.070G2@: The species multiplier is based on the size of canopy 
for a mature tree of that species, as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List. The 
multipliers shall be as follmvs: 

(A) Tree species that have a canopy of 3 4 feet or less in diameter at maturity 
(small trees), the multiplier shall be 0.75; 
(B) Tree species that hw;e a canopy of 3 5 feet to 4 4 feet in diameter at maturity 
(medium trees), the multiplier shall be 1.0; and 
(C) Tree species that have a canopy of 4 5 feet or greater in diameter at maturity 
(large trees), the multiplier shall be 1.2. 

(iii) Table 21.15.070 Tree Density Calculation (Diameter at Breast Height). 

Table 21.15.070ill@- Tree Density 
Calculation (Diameter-at-Breast-Height) 

Diameter-at-Breast-Height 
(inches) Total Credit 

From: To: 

1.0 2-:-0--9.0 ~0.5 

H H Mt) 
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Table 21.15.070ill@- Tree Density 
Calculation (Diameter-at-Breast-Height) 

Diameter-at-Breast-Height 
(inches) Total Credit 

From: To: 

~ 6-;6 ~ 

&.+2J. -14.-l- 15 . 0 ~2.0 

~ ~ ~ 

~15.0 ~23.1 4.0 

+9-;3. ?&.-!- ~ 

23.2 ~36.0 -4-6.0 

~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 6 

~ ~ + 
u.-1- %-;(} & 

36.1 ~50.0 9--11.0 

~ ~ -!-(} 

G.+ 44() -1-2-

44-1- W-;(} +4 

50.1 and ~ -l-6-20.0 
above 

§+...!. ~ -l-& 

~ @;{} w 
@;-l. 66-;-() ~ 

~ ~ 

(e) Supplemental Trees Planted to Meet Minimum Density Requirement. For sites and 
activities requiring a minimum tree density and where the existing trees to be retained do 
not meet the minimum tree density requirement, supplemental trees shall be planted to 
achieve the required minimum tree density. 

(i) Tree Location. In designing a development and in meeting the required minimum 
tree density, the trees shall be planted in the following order of priority: 

(A) On-Site. The preferred locations for new trees are: 
1. In preserved groves, critical areas or their buffers. 
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2. Adjacent to storm water facilities as approved by the Public Works Director 
under Chapter 14.09 WMC. 
3. Entrance landscaping, traffic islands and other common areas in residential 
subdivisions that have enough area to support a mature tree of that species, as 
listed in the City of Woodinville Plant Species List. 
4. Site perimeter. 
5. On individual residential building lots. 
(B) Off-Site. When room is unavailable for planting the required trees on-site, or 
planting on-site would create nuisance or hazard trees, then they may be planted 
at another City Tree Official approved location in the City. The site chosen shall 
be in the same neighborhood, as designated in the Comprehensive Plan, as the 
subject site whenever possible. 
(C) City Tree Fund. When the City Tree Official determines on-site and off-site 
locations are unavailable, then the applicant shall pay an amount of money 
approximating the current market value of the supplemental trees plus an 
additional 50 percent for maintenance, into the City tree fund. 
(D) Alternative Compliance. If alternative compliance is proposed, the 
requirements ofWMC 21.15.040 shall apply. The remaining tree credits required 
shall follow the steps outlined above in subsections (2)( e )(i)(A), (B), and (C) of 
this section. 

(E) If best management practices determined by an ISA certified risk assessment 
arborist recommend that due to diseased soil, or other pest infestations, that the 
full tree credits required to be planted be delayed or not replanted for a specified 
period of time, this will be permitted at the discretion of the City Tree Official; in 
order to ensure the long-term health and survival of the trees in the vicinity and to 
prevent the spread of disease. Alternative compliance may be required at the 
discretion of the City Tree official; and replacement trees may be planted on 
another site approved by the City Tree Official, when a certified arborist finds and 
the City Tree Official concurs, that replacing trees on the original site will result 
in increased likelihood of the trees not surviving. 

(ii) Minimum Size and Tree Density Value for Supplemental Trees. The tree density 
shall be based on Table 21.15 .070ill@ vlith the multipliers described. The required 
minimum size of the supplemental tree two-inch diameter-at-breast-height trees for 
deciduous and evergreen trees. The installation and maintenance shall be pursuant to 
WMC 21.15.090 and 21.15.100 respectively. 
(iii) Tree Species for Supplemental Trees. The tree species chosen for supplemental 
trees shall either be trees of the same mix of species as the canopy that has been 
removed, or native species as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List. 
Replacement trees shall be a mix of species. 

(f) Incentive for Planting a Mhc of Native Species. The applicant has the option of choosing 
to plant a mix of native species and planting selected species to avoid overplanting. For 
those species identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List ·.vith five year grmvth rates, 
and ·.vhere a two inch diameter at breast height tree is planted, those trees shall be allo·.ved 
to count the credit of the tree after the fifth year of grovvth. This means that if the tree is 
two inches at the time of planting, but •.vill be eight inches after a five year period, that tree 
will be eligible for the eight inch diameter at breast height tree credit at the time of 
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planting. The five year growth rates may also be identified by a qualified tree professional, 
subject to review and approval by the City Tree Official. 

(i) For those applications that utilize this incentive, and are subj eet to a Level II or III 
Tree Plan, the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual 
monitoring to be completed by the arborist 'vvho completed the initial report. 
Monitoring shall consist of a site visit with the City Tree Official, determination of 
corrective actions or additional plantings necessary to meet the tree credits, and a 
report on the findings for that year. The annual monitoring requirements shall be 
completed ·.,vithin 30 days ofthe anniversary ofthe date of issuance ofthe certificate 
of occupancy, final inspection or final approval of a subdivision or short subdivision. 
(ii) For those applications that utilize this incentive, and are subject to a Level I or IV 
Tree Plan, the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual 
monitoring to be completed by the applicant. Monitoring shall consist of a site visit 
with the City Tree Official, and determination of corrective actions or additional 
plantings necessary to meet the tree credits. The annual monitoring requirements shall 
be completed vt'ithin 30 days of the anniversary of the date of issuance of the 
certificate of occupancy, final inspection or final approval. 

(.fg) Incentive for Preserving Existing Trees. Where a qualified tree professional has 
determined that an existing tree will be capable of long-term survival, the City Tree 
Official may authorize credit against the permit fee, if the tree is retained and survives the 
five-year maintenance period. 

(1) Introduction. The importance of effective protection of retained trees and the understory of 
trees during construction is emphasized with specific protection standards in the last part of this 
section. These standards must be adhered to and included on demolition, grading and building 
plans as necessary. 
(2) Tree Protection during Development Activity. Prior to development activity or initiating tree 
removal on the site, vegetated areas, groves and individual trees to be preserved shall be 
protected from potentially damaging activities pursuant to the following standards. A meeting 
on-site between the City Tree Official or designee and the contractor shall be held to determine 
that these standards have been met, prior to site disturbance. 

(a) Protected Area. A protected area shall be established that shall be measured to include 
the area five feet beyond the dripline of all retained trees. 
(b) Placing Materials Near Trees. No person may conduct any activity within the protected 
area of any tree designated to remain, including, but not limited to, operating or parking 
equipment, placing solvents, storing building material or soil deposits, or dumping concrete 
washout or other chemicals. During construction, no person shall attach any object to any 
tree designated for protection. 
(c) Protective Barrier. Prior to any development, land clearing, filling or any land 
alteration, the applicant shall: 

(i) Erect and maintain readily visible temporary protective fencing along the limits of 
disturbance which completely surrounds the protected area of all retained trees or 
groups of trees and their understory. Fences shall be constructed of chain link and be 
at least four feet high, unless other type of fencing is authorized by the City Tree 
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Official. The Director shall establish and maintain a fencing detail for applicants to 
use. 
(ii) Install highly visible signs spaced no further than 15 feet along the entirety of the 
protective tree fence. Said sign must be approved by the City Tree Official and shall 
state at a minimum "Tree Protection Area, Entrance Prohibited" and provicte the City 
phone number for code enforcement to report violations. The Director shall establish 
and maintain a signage detail for applicants to use. 
(iii) Prohibit excavation or compaction of earth or other potentially damaging 
activities within the barriers; provided, that the City Tree Official may allow such 
activities approved by and under the supervision of a qualified tree professional 
retained and paid for by the applicant. 
(iv) Maintain the protective barriers in place until the City Tree Official authorizes 
their removal, which shall not be prior to completion of major site development. 
(v) Ensure that any approved landscaping done in the protected area subsequent to the 
removal of the barriers shall be accomplished with light machinery or hand labor. 
(vi) In addition to the above, the City Tree Official may require the following as site 
conditions require: 

(A) If equipment is authorized to operate within the critical root zone, the areas 
adjoining the critical root zone of a tree shall be covered with mulch to a depth of 
at least six inches, or with plywood, metal or similar material in order to protect 
roots from damage caused by heavy equipment. 
(B) Minimize root damage by excavating a two-foot-deep trench, at edge of 
critical root zone, to cleanly sever the roots of trees to be retained. 
(C) Corrective pruning performed on protected trees in order to avoid damage 
from machinery or building activity. 
(D) Maintenance of trees throughout construction period by watering. 

(d) Grade. 
(i) The grade shall not be elevated or reduced within the critical root zone of trees to 
be preserved without the City Tree Official's authorization based on recommendations 
from a qualified tree professional. The City Tree Official may allow coverage of up to 
one-half of the area of the tree's critical root zone with light soils (no clay) to the 
minimum depth necessary to carry out grading or landscaping plans, if it will not 
imperil the survival of the tree. Aeration devices may be required to ensure the tree's 
survival. 
(ii) If the grade adjacent to a preserved tree is raised such that it could slough or erode 
into the tree's critical root zone, it shall be permanently stabilized to prevent 
suffocation of the roots. 
(iii) The applicant shall not install an impervious surface within the critical root zone 
of any tree to be retained without the authorization of the City Tree Official. 
Alternatives to installing impervious surface within the critical root zone, such as a 
meandered sidewalk or shifting improvements, shall be considered prior to approval 
of installation of impervious surface within the critical root zone. The City Tree 
Official may require specific construction methods and/or use of aeration devices to 
ensure the tree's survival and to minimize the potential for root-induced damage to the 
impervious surface. 
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(iv) Utility trenches should be located outside of the critical root zone of Type 1 trees. 
If utilities must be placed within the critical root zone, the applicant's qualified tree 
professional shall establish to the satisfaction of the City Tree Official that the design 
will adequately support the long-term viability of the trees. 
(v) Trees and other vegetation to be retained shall be protected from erosion and 
sedimentation. Clearing operations shall be conducted so as to expose the smallest 
practical area of soil to erosion for the least possible time. To control erosion, it is 
encouraged that shrubs, ground cover and stumps be maintained on the individual lots, 
where feasible. 

(e) Directional Felling. Directional felling of trees shall be used to avoid damage to trees 
designated for retention. Any trees designated for preservation, per the approved tree plan, 
that are significantly damaged or destroyed during felling of trees approved for removal 
shall be replaced per WMC 21.15.070(2). 
(f) Additional Requirements. The City Tree Official may require additional tree protection 
measures that are consistent with accepted urban forestry industry practices . 

. ~J.~.!:.?..~.~-.~~l..I~.~.~.~.~l.~!~.<>..~ ... ~.~.~~~.~.~~.~ ... f.<>..~ ... ~~.9:t:t.i.!~.~ ... !!~.~ .. P.l.~~!i.~.g~~ ................................................................................................................ .. 
(1) All required trees shall be installed according to sound horticultural practices in a manner 
designed to encourage quick establishment and healthy plant growth. All required trees shall be 
installed in the ground and not in above-ground containers. When an applicant proposes to locate 
a subterranean structure under required trees that appears to be at grade, the applicant will: (a) 
provide site-specific documentation prepared by a qualified expert to establish that the design 
will adequately support the long-term viability of the required trees; and (b) enter into an 
agreement with the City, in a form acceptable to the City Attorney, indemnifying the City from 
any damage resulting from development activity on the subject property which is related to the 
physical condition of the property. The applicant shall record this agreement with the County 
Recorder's Office. 
(2) Compliance. It is the applicant's responsibility to show that the proposed tree plan complies 
with the regulations of this chapter. 
(3) Timing. All trees shall be installed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat 
recording, except that the installation of any required tree may be deferred during the summer 
months to the next planting season, but never for more than six months. Deferred installation 
shall be secured with a performance security pursuant to Chapter 15.42 or 20.06 WMC prior to 
the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording. 
( 4) Grading. Berms shall not exceed a slope of two horizontal feet to one vertical foot (2: 1). 
(5) Soil Specifications. Soils in planting areas shall have adequate porosity to allow root growth. 
Soils which have been compacted to a density greater than one and three-tenths grams per cubic 
centimeters shall be loosened to increase aeration to a minimum depth of 24 inches or to the 
depth of the largest plant root ball, whichever is greater. Imported topsoils shall be tilled into 
existing soils to prevent a distinct soil interface from forming. After soil preparation is 
completed, motorized vehicles shall be kept off to prevent excessive compaction and 
underground pipe damage. The organic content of soils in any planting area shall be as necessary 
to provide adequate nutrient and moisture-retentionlevels for the establishment of plantings. 
(6) Tree Selection. 

(a) Tree selection shall be consistent with the City of Woodinville Plant Species List or the 
Critical Area Plant List if within a critical area or buffer, which is produced by the City's 
Development Services Department and available at City Hall. 
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(b) Trees shall be selected and sited to produce a hardy and drought-resistant landscape 
area. Selection shall consider soil type and depth, the amount of maintenance required, 
spacing, exposure to sun and wind, the slope and contours of the site, and compatibility 
with existing native vegetation preserved on the site. Preservation of existing vegetation is 
strongly encouraged. 
(c) Prohibited Materials. Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List 
are prohibited for required tree plantings. Additionally, there are other plants that may not 
be used if identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List as potentially damaging to 
sidewalks, roads, underground utilities, drainage improvements, foundations, or when not 
provided with enough growing space. 
(d) All trees shall conform to American Association ofNurserymen (AAN) grades and 
standards as published in the American Standard for Nursery Stock Manual. 
(e) Trees shall meet the minimum size standards established in other sections of the WMC. 
(f) Multiple-stemmed trees may be permitted as an option to single-stemmed trees; 
provided, that such multiple-stemmed trees are at least 10 feet in height and that they are 
approved by the City Tree Official prior to installation. 

(7) Fertilization. Fertilization of trees planted shall be by special approval of the City Tree 
Official only. 
(8) Irrigation. Irrigation shall be required for any tree planting completed pursuant to this section. 
The intent of this standard is to ensure that plants will survive the critical establishment period 
when they are most vulnerable due to lack of watering. All required plantings must provide an 
irrigation system, using either Option 1, 2, or 3 or a combination of those options. For each 
option irrigation shall be designed to conserve water by using the best management techniques 
available. These techniques may include, but not be limited to: drip irrigation to minimize 
evaporation loss, moisture sensors to prevent irrigation during rainy periods, automatic 
controllers to ensure proper duration of watering, sprinkler head selection and spacing designed 
to minimize overspray, and separate zones for turf and shrubs and for full sun exposure and 
shady areas to meet watering needs of different sections of the trees. Exceptions, as approved by 
the City Tree Official, to the irrigation requirement may be approved xeriscape (i.e., low water 
usage plantings), plantings approved for low impact development techniques, established 
indigenous plant material, or where natural appearance is acceptable or desirable to the City. 
However, those exceptions will require temporary irrigation (Option 2 and/or 3) until 
established. 

(a) Option 1. A permanent built-in irrigation system with an automatic controller designed 
and certified by a licensed landscape architect as part of the tree plan. 
(b) Option 2. An irrigation system designed and certified by a licensed landscape architect 
as part of the tree plan, which provides sufficient water to ensure that the plants will 
become established. The system does not have to be permanent if the plants chosen can 
survive adequately on their own, once established. 
(c) Option 3. Irrigation by hand. If the applicant chooses this option, an inspection will be 
completed by City staff one year after plat recording or certificate of occupancy to ensure 
that the trees have become established. Corrective actions pursuant to WMC 21.15.100 
may be required at the time of the one-year inspection. 

(9) Drainage. All planted areas shall have adequate drainage, either through natural percolation 
or through an installed drainage system. A percolation rate of one-half inch of water per hour is 
acceptable. 
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(10) Mulch. 
(a) Required plantings shall be covered with two inches or more of organic mulch to 
minimize evaporation and runoff. Mulch shall consist of materials such as yard waste, 
sawdust, and/or manure that are fully composted. 
(b) All mulches used in planter beds shall be kept at least six inches away from the trunks 
of shrubs and trees. 

(11) Protection. All required trees must be protected from potential damage by adjacent uses and 
development, including parking and storage areas. Protective devices such as bollards, wheel 
stops, trunk guards, root guards, etc., shall be required as needed to protect required trees . 
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(1) The following maintenance requirements apply to all trees the City requires to be planted or 
preserved for projects subject to Tree Plan III and Tree Plan II: 

(a) Responsibility for Regular Maintenance. Required trees shall be considered as elements 
of the project in the same manner as parking, building materials, landscaping, fences, 
walls, and other site details. The applicant, landowner, or successors in interest shall be 
responsible for the regular maintenance of required trees. Trees that die and are removed 
shall be replaced in kind by the property owner. The timing of the replacement planting 
shall be determined by the City Tree Official and a qualified tree professional. 
(b) Maintenance Duration. Maintenance shall be ensured in the following manner except as 
set forth in subsections (1)(c) and (d) of this section: 

(i) All required trees shall be maintained throughout the life of the development. PrieF 
to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording, the proponent shall provide 
a final as built tree plan and an agreement to maintain and replace all trees that are 
required by the City. 
(ii) Any existing tree, tree designated for preservation, or planted tree shall be 
maintained for a period of five years following issuance ofthe certificate of 
occupancy or plat recording for the individual lot or development. A maintenance 
guarantee pursuant to Chapter 15.42 or 20.06 WMC shall be secured to ensure the 
maintenance. 

(c) Maintenance of Preserved Grove. Any applicant v,rho has a grov:e of trees identified for 
preserv:ation on an approv:ed tree plan pursuant to VlMC 21.15. 060 shall provide prior to 
occupancy or plat recording the legal instrument acceptable to the City to ensure 
preserv:ation of the grove and associated vegetation in perpetuity, except that the agreement 
may be extinguished if the City Tree Official determines that preservation is no longer 
appropriate. 
(~d) Non-native Invasive and Noxious Plants. It is the responsibility of the property owner 
to remove non-native invasive plants and noxious plants from the vicinity of any tree or 
other vegetation that the City has required to be planted or retained. Removal must be 
performed in a manner that will not harm the tree or other vegetation that the City has 
required to be planted or protected. 
(ge) Pesticides, Herbicides, and Fertilizer. The use of pesticides, herbicides or fertilizer 
shall be by special approval of the City Tree Official only. 

(2) Tree Plans and Utility Plans. Tree plans and utility plans shall be coordinated. In general, the 
placement of trees should adjust to the location of required utility routes both above and below 
ground. Location of trees shall be based on the plant's mature size both above and below ground. 
See the Woodinville Plant Species List for additional standards. 
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(3) Tree Pruning. Topping or pruning to the extent that would constitute tree removal as defined 
in Chapter 21.06 WMC is not allowed. If a required tree smaller than six inches in diameter-at
breast-height is topped, it must be replaced pursuant to the standards in WMC 21.15 .120. If a 
tree six inches or larger in diameter-at-breast-height is topped, the property owner may be 
subject to enforcement actions pursuant to WMC 21.15.120. Trees may be windowed or limbed 
up using best management practices. This method of tree pruning shall maintain the health of the 
tree. 
(4) Table 21.15.100- Pruning Techniques. The following techniques for healthy pruning shall be 
used. No permit is required for pruning; however, all pruning should be done under the direction 
of a qualified tree professional. 

Table 21.15.100- Pruning Techniques 

Healthy Pruning Improper Pruning 
Techniques Techniques 

Crown Cleaning - Topping- the 
removing dead, dying, cutting of a trunk or 
diseased, crowded, main branch to the 
weakly attached, or point where there is 
low-vigor branches, in no branch large 
a manner that should enough and vigorous 
not reduce the canopy. enough to become 

the new leader. 

Crown Thinning - Stripping-
selective removal of removing the 
branches throughout branches from the 
the crown of the tree inner section of the 
to improve interior trunk or branch. Can 
light and air. cause structural 
Remaining branches imbalances and 
should be well- potential failure. 
distributed and 
balanced. 

Crown Raising - Imbalance-
removal of the lower removing portions 
branches of the tree to of the tree and 
provide height creating an 
clearance, typically 8 imbalance in the 
feet for pedestrians structure of the tree. 
and 16 feet for Can cause cracking 
vehicles. damage from the 

wind through 
twisting; or weak 
new growth. 

Windowing- Excessive Pruning 
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Table 21.15.100- Pruning Techniques 

Healthy Pruning Improper Pruning 
Techniques Techniques 

removing several - removing portions 
branches of the tree to a point 
symmetrically within where it can kill the 
an area of the tree's tree. Can invite 
crown to enhance decay and disease. 
v1ews . 

. ~.! .. ~.!.?..~J.!.9 .. r . ..:~~~~~~~.~ .. Y.~g.~~~!~~~~ .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. .. 
(1) Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List shall not be planted in the 
City. 
(2) The adopted King County Noxious Weed List, as amended, is hereby adopted by reference. 
Plants on this list shall not be planted in the City . 

. ~.! .. ~.!.?..:.!.~9 .. ~.~.f.~.I.:~~.~.~~.~ ... ~~.~ .. P.~~.~~.!~.i.~.~.: .................................................................................................................................................................................. . 
(1) Intent. These enforcement and penalty provisions have several purposes. First, they are 
intended to discourage damage or removal of significant trees above and beyond what is 
permitted under this chapter. Second, these enforcement and penalty provisions are intended to 
provide complete and effective restoration of areas in which violations of this chapter occur. 
Finally, these regulations are intended to provide a clear and efficient process for addressing 
violations of this chapter. 
The City may utilize one or more of several remedies when responding to violations of this 
chapter. In almost all cases where a violation has occurred, the City will issue a civil citation. If 
the acts that constitute a violation appear to be ongoing, the City may also issue a notice of cease 
and desist. Failure to adhere to a notice to cease and desist will result in imposition of additional 
civil penalties. Ifthere is a pending development or building permit, the City may also issue a 
stop work order or withhold issuance of permit approval or a certificate of occupancy. Finally, 
additional fines may be imposed if a violator does not follow through in a timely manner with 
restoration work or other compliance issues. 
(2) General Requirements. 

(a) Enforcement shall be conducted in accordance with the administrative code 
enforcement procedures and special enforcement provisions related to tree conservation set 
forth below. To the extent there is a conflict between the provisions of this section and 
Chapter 1.06 WMC, this section shall control. 
(b) Voluntary compliance is the preferred method of enforcement. The following remedies 
should only be pursued when a violator is not voluntarily complying with the restoration 
requirements, when other requirements are stipulated by the Code Enforcement Officer or 
City Tree Official, or when the violator did knowingly act in a manner contrary to the 
requirements of this code. 

(3) Authority. It shall be the duty of the City Tree Official, or designee, to administer the 
provisions of this chapter. The City Tree Official shall have authority to enforce and carry out 
the provisions of this chapter. 
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( 4) Cease and Desist. The City Tree Official, or designee, may issue a notice to cease and desist 
using the procedure set forth in WMC ifthe City Tree Official finds that a violation of this code 
has occurred. Continued illegal tree activity following issuance of a cease and desist from the 
City for the tree activity shall result in fines of $1,000 per day of continued activity. 
(5) Stop Work Order. If a violation of this chapter or an approved tree plan occurs on property on 
which work is taking place pursuant to a City of Woodinville development or building permit, 
the City Tree Official, or designee, may suspend some or all of the work as appropriate through 
issuance of a stop work order. The City Tree Official, or designee, shall remove the stop work 
order when the City Tree Official determines that the violation has been corrected or when the 
City Tree Official has reached an agreement with the violator regarding rectification of the 
violation. Any stop work order issued under this section may be appealed using the procedures 
set forth in Chapter 2.30 WMC. 
(6) Notification of Violation. The City's Code Enforcement Officer shall notify a person who 
violates this chapter; such notification shall also include a statement of the restoration action 
required to be taken to correct the violation as determined by the City Tree Official. 
(7) Civil Penalty. 

(a) A person who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter or the terms of a 
permit issued hereunder, who undertakes an activity regulated by this chapter without 
obtaining a permit, or fails to comply with a cease and desist or stop work order issued 
under this chapter shall also be subject to a civil penalty as set forth in Table 21.15.120. 
Each unlawfully removed or damaged tree shall constitute a separate violation. 
(b) Any person who aids or abets in the violation shall be considered to have committed a 
violation for purposes of the civil penalty. 
(c) The amount ofthe penalty shall be assessed in accordance with Table 21.15.120. The 
City Tree Official may elect not to seek penalties if he or she determines that the 
circumstances do not warrant imposition of civil penalties in addition to restoration. 
(d) Table 21.15.120- Penalties. 

Table 21.15.120 -Penalties 

Allowable 
Types of Violations Fines per 

Violation 

1. Removal oftree(s) approved $1,000 per 
to be removed, but prior to final tree 
tree plan approval or issuance 
of a City tree removal permit 

2. Removal or damage oftree(s) $1,000 per 
that are or would be shown to tree 
be retained on an approved tree 
plan or any other violation of 
approved tree protection plan 

3. Removal of tree(s) without $1,000 per 
applying for or obtaining a tree 
required City permit 
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(8) Tree Restoration. 
(a) Violators of this chapter or of a permit issued thereunder shall be responsible for 
restoring unlawfully damaged areas in conformance with a plan, approved by the City Tree 
Official, which provides for repair of any environmental and property damage, and 
restoration of the site; and which results in a site condition that, to the greatest extent 
practical, equals the site condition that would have existed in the absence of the 
violation(s). In cases where the violator intentionally or knowingly violated this chapter or 
has committed previous violations ofthis chapter, restoration costs, at the discretion of the 
City Tree Official, may be based on the City-appraised tree value of the subject trees in 
which the violation occurred, utilizing the industry standard trunk formula method in the 
current edition of"Guide for Plant Appraisal." If diameter of removed tree is unknown, 
determination of the diameter size shall be made by the City Tree Official by comparing 
size of stump and species to similar trees in similar growing conditions. The amount of 
costs above the approved restoration plan will be paid into the City tree fund. 
(b) Restoration Plan Standards. The restoration plan shall be in accordance to the following 
standards: 

(i) The number of trees required to be planted is equal to the number of tree credits of 
illegally removed trees according to Table 21.15.070. 
(ii) The minimum size for a tree planted for restoration shall be as required under 
WMC 21.15.070(2). 
(iii) In the event the violators cannot restore the unlawfully removed or damaged trees 
due to current or future development activity or other site conditions as determined by 
the City Tree Official, the violators shall make payment to the City tree fund. Unless 
otherwise determined to base the restoration costs on appraised value, the amount paid 
will be the City's unit cost for a restoration tree multiplied by the number of 
outstanding tree credits plus 50 percent for maintenance. The City's unit cost is based 
on the current market cost of purchase, installation and five-year maintenance for a 
minimum-sized tree for restoration. 
(iv) The restoration plan shall include a maintenance plan and an agreement or 
security to ensure survival and maintenance of restoration trees for a three-year period 
unless the violation was on a site with an approved tree plan, in which case the 
maintenance period is five years. 

(9) Failure to Restore or Pay Fines. 
(a) Prohibition of Further Approvals. The City shall not approve any application for a 
subdivision, short subdivision, or any other development permit or approval or issue a 
certificate of occupancy for property on which a violation of this chapter has occurred until 
the violation is cured by restoration or other means accepted by the City Tree Official and 
by payment of any penalty imposed for the violation. 
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Definitions Relating to Tree Code 

21.06.063 Broadleaf tree. 

Broadleaftree: a tree characterized by leaves that are broad in width and may include both 

deciduous and evergreen species . 

. ~.1..~9.~.~.!.~l.:l. .... ~i..!Y .. !!~.~ .. .9.~:~~~.i.~~.~.~ .................................... .., ........................................ ..,.., .......................................................................................................................... .. 
City Tree Official: the Development Services Director or his/her designees responsible for 

implementing the Community Urban Forestry Plan and Regulations. The City Tree Official shall 

use the expertise of a certified arborist, under contract by the City, for technical advice on 

decisions related to the community urban forest. 

21.06.139 Critical root zone. 

Critical root zone: the area surrounding a tree at a distance from the trunk, which is equal to one 

foot for every inch of tree diameter-at-breast-height or otherwise determined by a qualified tree 

professional. 

21.06.140 Crown. 

Crown: the area of a tree containing leaf- or needle-bearing branches. 

21.06.143 Deciduous. 

Deciduous: a plant species with foliage that is shed annually . 

. ~.!~.9..~.~.!.~~ .. P~~~~.t.~~.~.~.t.:::l?E.~~.~.t..:~.~.i.g~.t..~ ............................................................................................................................................................................................. . 
Diameter-at-breast-height: tree measurement guideline that is the measure in inches of the trunk 

diameter of each established tree that is protected or preserved tree 4.5 feet above the ground 

line. New plantings are to be measured at six inches above the ground, per arborist standards this 

is measured in caliper . 

. ~.1.:~9.~-~.!.?~ .. P.~~P.~i.~.~~ .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

Dripline: the distance from the tree trunk, that is equal to the furthest extent of the tree's crown . 

. ~.1. .. ~9.~.~.~.~9 .. ~Y.~E.g~.~~'~'~"""'"""""""""'" """" ' """"""'"""""""'"""'"""'"""""""" """""'"'"""""""""'"""'"""""""" """"""""""'""" " """"" "'"""""'"'"" '""'""""""""'""'"" 
Evergreen: a plant species with foliage that persists and remains green year-round. 
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21.06.309 Heritage tree . ............................................................ .......................................................................................................................................................................... ,,,,,,,, ..................................................................................... . 

Heritage tree: a tree or stand of trees that is particularly desirable because it has valued, unique 

characteristics that set them apart from other similar trees. Valued, unique characteristics include 

uncommon genus, species, form, size, location, historic significance or other desirable feature(s) . 

. ~:!:.:.Q.§..~.~9.§ .. N.~.!~Y.~ ... gr..~~.!.l.l. .. P.r.g.!.~~.~.i.~~ ... ~~~~ ... CN.Q!A1~ .................................................................................................................................................... . 
Native growth protection area (NGPA): an area where native vegetation is preserved for the 

purpose of preventing harm to property and the environment, including, but not limited to, 

controlling surface water runoff and erosion, maintaining slope stability, buffering and protecting 

plants and animal habitat. 

.~:!:.:.9..§..~.~9.~ .. N.~.!.':l.~.~•.1}~~~ ... ~.P..~~.~~~~ ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

Naturalized species: nonnative species of vegetation that are adaptable to the climatic conditions 

of the coastal region of the Pacific Northwest. 

Qualified tree professional: an individual with relevant education and training in arboriculture or 

urban forestry. The individual must be an arborist certified by the International Society of 

Arboriculture or a registered consulting arborist from the American Society of Consulting 

Arborists. A qualified tree professional must be certified at tree risk assessments and prescribe 

appropriate measures necessary for the preservation of trees during land development. For Forest 

Management Plans, the qualified tree professional must have the ability to assess wooded sites 

and prescribe measures for forest health and safety. A qualified tree professional that makes 

determinations on hazard or nuisance trees is required to have certification as a tree risk assessor. 

.~.! .. ~.Q.§..~.???§ig.~~.f.i.~.~.~~ !~~~.~... ...... . ... .. .............................................................................................................................. .. 
Significant tree: an existing healthy tree which has a minimum diameter-at-breast-height of sffi 

nine inches, as measured according to the most current published edition of the International 

Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant Appraisal." 

Specimen tree: a viable tree that is considered in very good to excellent health and free of major 

defects, as determined by the City's Tree Official. 
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21.06.680 Tree removal. 

Tree removal: the removal of a tree, through either direct or indirect actions, including but not 

limited to: (1) clearing, damaging or poisoning resulting in an unhealthy or dead tree; (2) 

removal of at least half of the live crown; or (3) damage to roots or trunk that is likely to destroy 

the tree's structural integrity. 

21.06.695 Viable tree. 

Viable tree: a significant tree that a qualified tree professional has determined to be in good 

health, with a low risk of failure due to structural defects, is relatively windfirm if isolated or 

remains as part of a grove, and is a species that is suitable for its location. 
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Chapter 21.16 
DEVELOPMENTSTANDARDS-LANDSCAPlliG 

.~.!.~.!.~~9~-~ .. APP~.~-~~~-i.<>..~.~ ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ .. 
ffiExcept for communication facilities regulated pursuant to Chapter 21 .26 WMC, all new development 
listed in WMC 21.16.030 shall be subject to the landscaping provisions of this chapter; provided, that 
specific landscaping provisions for uses established through a conditional use permit or a special use 
permit shall be determined during the applicable review process. For the purposes of this chapter, a new 
development involves a new occupancy or tenant improvement that exceeds 25 percent of the assessed 
value of the structure before the improvement or before any damage occurred, if the structure has been 
damaged and is being repaired. 

(2) Removal of any significant tree as defined in Chapter 21.06 WMC on any property shall require a tree 
removal permit, processed pursuant to WMC 21.15 .060(5). As part of any such removal, replacement 
trees at a 1: 1 ratio shall be planted. 

21.16.180 Maintenance. 
(1) All landscaping and trees shall be maintained for the life of the project. 
(2) All landscape materials and trees shall be pruned as necessary to maintain a healthy growing condition 
or to prevent primary limb failure. 
(3) With the exception of dead, diseased or damaged trees specifically retained to provide wildlife habitat, 
other dead, diseased, damaged or stolen plantings shall be replaced within three months or during the next 
planting season if the loss does not occur in a planting season. Replacement plantings shall either be like
for-like or another species listed in the Woodinville Plant List and approved by the Director, and meet the 
minimum planting requirements in this chapter. 
( 4) Landscape areas shall be kept free of trash. 
(5) Proper tree and plant protection shall be considered as a part of the overall landscaping maintenance 
methods used. 
( 6) Maintenance of all landscaping installed as part of a development project within the right-of-way shall 
be the responsibility of the abutting property owner for the life of the project unless alternative conditions 
are approved by the City. 

31 



fNT5NTfONALLY 

1SLANK 



)> 
C) 
m 
z 
c 
)> 
--1 
m 
s:: 
(J1 



To: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133rd Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE:.WA.US 

Tree Board Date: June 25, 2104 

From: Dave Kuhl, Development Services Directo~ 
By: Erin Martindale, Senior Planner£ M IV\ 

Subject: Tour Discussion 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board set a date and location for an upcoming tour to review the 
landscaping and tree plantings at various City projects? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To identify a date and location for a tour of local projects. 

POLICY DECISION: The Tree Board provides an advisory role to the City Council on matters 
of trees and urban forestry. 

BACKGROUND: The Tree Board indicated a desire to tour and discuss recent projects and the 
landscaping and tree plantings that were done at those projects. This information would be used 
to recommend changes to the landscaping code, which the Tree Board is scheduled to discuss 
tonight as well. 

Date Options: 
1. At a regular meeting (July 30, August 27) 
2. At a special meeting, on a weeknight or weekend day. 

Locations. Several projects have been mentioned as potential tour locations, including: 
1. Hollywood Station (Pizzeria, Gorman and Patterson Wineries) 
2. Woodinville High School on NE 195th Street 
3. Hollywood Garage (Tavern and Woodinville Whiskey) 
4. Woodinville Way Commercial Center (Longs, Shake N Go, etc.) 

The Tree Board should decide on a date and locations for the tour, so that staff can provide 
adequate notice to the public. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
DISCUSSION ITEM. 
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