
CITY OF WOODINVILLE 
TREE BOARD AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012 5:30PM 

Jey Manickam • Thomas L Quigley • Michael Munniks • Paula Waters • Steve Y abroff 

5:30 CALL TO ORDER 

5:31 ROLLCALL 

5:33 APPROVE AGENDA IN CONTENT & ORDER 

5:35 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5:40 BUSINESS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Approval of October 1Oth Minutes 
2. Direction on How to Spend Tree Fund Money 
3. Review of Tree Regulations and Issues with Administration of those Regulations 

6:20 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

6:25 DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

6:30 ADJOURNMENT 

(Note: The agenda may be rearranged or changed at the beginning of the meeting, with a consensus of Tree Board 
members present.) 

Issue Date: November 21, 2012 
Staff Contact: Sarah Ruether, Planner 

Faxed to: 
E-mailed to: 
Publish: 
Post: 

News Media 
Tree Board 
Not published 
1) In-House, 2) Post Office & 3) Website 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
17301 133RD AVE. NE, WOODINVILLE, WA 98072 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 23, 2013, 5:30PM 



TREE BOARD MEETING NOTES 

~~~ ~~~~[12~R~E~GiU~LAR MEETING OF October 2012 

X Paula Waters X Jey Manickam X Thomas Quigley 

Thomas Quigley elected as Chair and Paula Waters elected as vice chair. 

Brief description of Streetscape Framework Plan and the types of trees chosen for main street, the grid roads, parkways 
and lanes. Tom asked when there would be an open house for the Streetscape Plan. Erin said Oct 23 from 1:30-3:00 
and Oct 24 from 5:30-7:00. This open house is also for gateway plan. Yabroff said he was concerned that the Katsura 
Tree would cause infrastructure damage as he has one that has caused driveway damage. Tom said that the 
infrastructure damage depends on soil conditions and whether there is a root barrier and how the tree is planted. Rich 
said that the consultant would address the soil types and root barriers to address this. 

Paula expressed concern that having all the same kind of tree would create a monoculture and what would it do for 
aesthetics? She wondered if Paris has only one species. She also said she had already viewed the Streetscape Plan in 
Planning Commission and was happy with it. Jay said that disease can sometimes be a problem but most of the time it 
is okay. He said that aesthetics depends on the placement. Rich said it is more of an architectural statement to have all 
the same species and that the Parkways are to be more like groves. Sarah said that a line of trees can act as a vista to 
frame a view or gateway. Tom would like more review by arborists for projects. For example Douglass Firs planted 
under power lines are not a good idea. Rich said he would like the Businesses to participate more. 

Yabroff said he thinks the tree application is arduous and Rich agreed. Making revisions to this will be part of the 2013 
work plan. 

Vice chair needs to be added to bylaws. Asked to change the time to meet to 4'" Wednesday of month at 5:30. It used 
to be a 90 minute meeting but think they can do it in an hour. The conclusion was to meet monthly. Would like to 
encourage more public to show up and have more outreach. The board decides if it is an unexcused absence. Bylaws 
adopted as amended. 

For the future tree board schedule Erin discussed recommendation of the 2013-2014 spending of the tree fund money. 
Rich will 



they know it will not be removed. Tom asked if there is any tax fund for tree city. Erin said there is no tax fund but we 
are required to spend a certain amount to be a tree city. The fund is currently $37,000. Rich said in the long term we 
need to set some objective for this money. Paula asked if we have a goal for the number of trees. The goal is for a 40% 
canopy, currently we are at 32%. Rich would like to see the right types of trees in the right place. Tree maintenance is 
done for parks but most property owners do not maintain and we need a more systematic way to maintain. According to 
Jay having the property owner maintain does not work well and it ends up that the City has to maintain it. Tom thinks we 
need a way to report trees that need maintenance. Yabroff said most homeowners are not skilled at maintaining trees, 
they are not well educated. Tom said they had done trainings before maybe this would be a good idea to do again. 
Rich suggested a group of downtown property owners as a business assessment to maintain. Jay suggested a fund for 
the City to assume maintenance if the property owner does not do it. Yabrofl suggested that we educate and you do it 
and if not we come out and bill you. 

Rich said planting was planned for the north side of 1951
" to screen out that ugly section and the entry to town at 522 in 

conjunction with entry signs. Also on both sides of Wood-Sno in the ugly industrial area. Paula asked if there is anyone 
on staff to advice on species. Rich said the consultants are landscape architects and would advise. The money doesn't 
go far as irrigation is very expensive. Paula asked if we could consider not having irrigation. Rich said the groundcover 
will need irrigation. 

A discussion of future meetings for the schedule was to meet in November not in December and in January discuss tree 
protection and the tree regulations to make them a more workable process. Would like a proposed work plan to mirror 
what has been done in the past. There is Council concern about the bureaucratic process for tree removal 

Nex!Meeti,l)g: . <I November 28, 2012 5:30 

Meeting Adjciufiied.'at: 5:15PM .. • ,. .. ·.· <>. . 
·······. 

..• ·.·. •< · .... : .·• . ·.·•.· .. ····:. .. . .< ...... 
Notes Prepared by: Sarah Ruether 1 Date: October 10, 2012 



To: 

From: 

By: 

Subject: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133"' Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE.WA.US 

Tree Board 

Dave Kuhl, Development Services Director 

Sarah Ruether, Planner~ -:1)?-
Direction on how to spend tree fund money 

Date: November 28, 2012 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board recommend how to spend the tree fund? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To review City Manager suggestions and provide feedback on 
suggested objectives for the money. 

POLICY DECISION: The Tree Board provides an advisory role to the City Council on matters 
of trees and urban forestry. The Tree Board is being asked to review and provide feedback on 
City Manager suggestions for spending the tree fund. A long-term objective for how to spend 
this money will help further guide policy direction for this money as it comes into the City. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: The tree fund currently has $37,000. This is money from 
mitigation projects where it was not possible for the applicant to achieve their total tree credits 
from planting, so instead they contributed to the tree fund. The City Manager, during the last 
tree board meeting, suggested that the City would like to use this money for tree planting to 
screen unsightly industrial area properties. His suggestions were to plant the north side of 1951

h 

and Hwy 522 in conjunction with new gateway entry signs to the City. He also suggested 
planting both sides of Woodinville Snohomish Road in the Industrial area. Long term, the City 
Manager suggested that the tree board come up with objectives for this money. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
RECOMMEND OBJECTIVES AND LOCATIONS FOR USING THE TREE FUNDING MONEY 
FOR PLANTING 



To: 

From: 

By: 

CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WA 

REPORT TO THE TREE BOARD 
17301 133"' Avenue NE, Woodinville, WA 98072 
WWW.CI.WOODINVILLE.WA.US 

Tree Board 

Dave Kuhl, Development Services Directo(l)?

Sarah Ruether, Planner ~ 

Date: November 28, 2012 

Subject: Review of Tree Regulations and Issues with Administration of those Regulations 

ISSUE: Shall the Tree Board review the Current Tree Regulations and Proposed 
Recommendations for Changes to the Regulations? 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: To review and consider proposed changes as part of the Tree 
Board work plan for 2013. 

POLICY DECISION: The Tree Board provides an advisory role to the City Council on matters 
of trees and urban forestry. The Tree Board is being asked to review current tree regulations 
and provide feedback on ways to improve the regulations and the administration of those 
regulations. The Tree Board is asked to review the current tree regulations and any proposed 
changes for consistency and fit into the goals of the Forestry Plan and tree retention goals for 
the city. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 

In 2009, new tree protection regulations were adopted as part of ordinance 478. The key 
element of this change was the creation of a tree credit system. As part of this system, each 
tree is given a number of "tree credits" for each tree on your property based on the size of the 
breast at diameter height (4.5 feet off the ground) of the tree. The larger the tree the greater 
number of tree credits allotted. The intent of this tree credit system is to incentivize saving a 
larger tree, which has much more canopy cover and therefore is more important for 
preservation. In conjunction with this tree credit system a required number of tree credits per 
acre was established as part of this ordinance based on zoning and lot size. 

The basic requirements for tree credits per this system in the City are: 

1. In the downtown (CBD) zone, 30 tree credits per acre are required. 
2. On single-family residential lots less than 7,200 square feet, 30 tree credits are required. 
3. On all other properties within the City, 60 tree credits per acre are required. 

All residential tree removals that are not in the right-of-way require a tree permit. Two healthy 
trees may be removed per year with adequate tree credits. If hazardous or nuisance trees are 
removed by a resident without an arborist report the resident does not get an additional two 
tree credits for two healthy trees. There is no limit to the number of hazardous or nuisance 
trees that can be removed but an arborist report is required for removal. All arborists must be 
certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and must have the ISA tree risk 
assessor certification, to assess hazard or nuisance tree removal. If the applicant shows a 
picture of the tree and it is obviously dead per a picture or site visit, a Director's decision may be 
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issued so that the applicant can forgo an arborists report. The Director is the only one who can 
make this determination of hazard or nuisance tree without an arborist's report. 

As a Staff member who has issued tree permits for the last couple of years these are the key 
issues, which have come up as problems for applicants. 

Complicated Process 
Tree permit applicants have given feedback that the city's tree removal process is complicated 
and time consuming. The current configuration of tree credits is confusing to the public who do 
not intuitively understand how a tree credit relates to the size of the tree. This makes the 
application and tree inventory intimidating for the public. Is there a way to simplify the 
application without losing the intent of incentivizing the retention of larger trees? Staff 
suggestion: simplify the tree credit process, by grouping trees together for a smaller range of 
credits. Simplify the tree permit process so that it can become an over the counter permit. 

ISA Tree Risk Assessor Certification Requirement 
Our code currently requires that an arborist be not only ISA (International Society of 
Arboriculture) certified but also have a specialized certification of a tree risk assessor. This 
additional certification makes the task of finding a qualified arborist harder for the citizen. 
Furthermore, it may require the applicant to hire another arborist with that risk assessment 
certification. Staff suggestion: remove the secondary qualification of being a certified tree risk 
assessor from the code. 

Flexibility 
There is currently very little flexibility in how many tree removals a property owner can have a 
year. One suggestion is to allow property owners to remove four healthy trees in one year if 
they agree not to remove any additional trees in the next two years. This would allow them to 
credit the future year's tree credits. In terms of economies of scale, many property owners want 
to remove all the trees that may be problem trees at once, rather than breaking it up into 
multiple years. 

Tree Credit Requirements and Zoning 
Property owners in the industrial zone and General Business District (GB) have voiced concern 
that they have double the tree credit requirements as the Central Business District (CBD). They 
argue that their properties have a similar intensity of development and impervious surface as 
the CBD. Therefore, they do not have the room to plant twice as many trees as the CBD, which 
adds an additional cost to development in the Industrial and General Business zone. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
REVIEW CURRENT TREE REGULATIONS AND RECOMMEND CHANGES TO BE 
DISCUSSED FOR WORKPLAN. 

Attachment 1 -Copy of Tree Application 
Attachment 2- Copy of Ordinance 478 
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Attachment 1 

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPliCATION 
City ofWoodimille 

Del.·etGpmeot Senices Department 
42S-4S9-J754 • 17301 lB"' AWilli:E: NE • Woodimille. WA 9S072 
DestHoiUS • Mooday- I1mnd:.ly 7:Mbm-S:OOpm. ·Friday 7:30am-4:00pm 

PROJECT ADDRESS: PERIIIT NO.: 

PROJECT NAME: PARCEL NO.: 

OWNER NAME & PHONE NUMBER: ADDRESS (include em'. STATE. ZIP}: 

ARBORIST NAME: ADDRESS fmclude em', STATE, ZIP): 

ARBOR1ST PHONE NO. & CONTACT NAME: TREE RISK ASSESSOR NUMBER: 

TREE SERVICE NAME: ADDRESS [lndude CITY, STATE. ZIP): 

TREE SERVICE PHONE NO. & CONTACT NAME: UCENSE NUMBER & EXPIRATION DATE: 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTMTY PROPOSED: 

LOf SIZE: ZONING: 

LOCATION ON PROPERTY OF TREES TO BE REMOVBJ: 

WHAT TYPE OF TREE PLAN IS PROPOSED: []I 01 011 OIV 

HOWMANYTREESWILLBEREMOVED? (COMPLETEWORKSHEETONSECONDPAGE}: 

HOW MANY TREES Wlli BE PLANTED? 

I certify under penalty of perjuiJI that the information fumili:hed by me i~ true and correct to the ~t of my 
knowledge. I furlher agree to hold harmle6S the City of Woodinvilfe as to a-ny claim (mcluding cosbi, expenses, 
and attorney~·~ incurred in investigation and defemoe of such claim), which may be made by any per:6on, 
including the undersigned, and f"lled agaUu;t the City of Woodinville, but only where such claim arise:~; out of the 
reliance of the City, including it& offlceni and employees, upon the cwcuracy of the information supplied to the 
City as a- part of this appHcation~ 

OWNERIOWNER'SAGENT- Mustsigninink DATE 

Page 1 of3 
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Attachment 1 

~ 
~ 

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
City of\Voodinville 

Development Services DepartlnPut 
425-489-2754 • t 7301 l33'd Awnue NE • Woodinville. WA 98072 
Dt'sk Hom-s • Mondny- Thursdny 7:30nm ~5:00pm • Fl'idn~· 7:30am- 4:00pm 

TREE DENSITY CREDITS (Ordinance 478) 
DIAMETER (Inches) COUNT (Fill In) CREDITS 

"' 1.0 2.0 0.25 
2.1 3.7 0.50 
3.8 6.6 0.75 
6.7 10.1 1.25 
10.2 15.2 1.75 
15.3 19.2 2.50 
19.3 23.1 3.25 
23.2 26.0 4.00 
26.1 29.0 5.00 
29.1 32.0 6.00 
32.1 34.0 7.00 
34.1 36.0 8.00 
36.1 39.0 9.00 
39.1 42.0 10.00 
42.1 46.0 12.00 
46.1 50.0 14.00 
50.1 54.0 16.00 
54.1 58.0 18.00 
58.1 62.0 20.00 
62.1 66.0 22.00 

~ 66.1 24.00 
TOTAL NUMBER OF TREES: 0.00 

TOTAL TREE CREDITS EARNED: 0.00 
TOTAL SQ FT: 4-(FIIIIn lot area 

here) 
TOTAL ACREAGE: 

0.00 

REQUIRED CREDITS (If 30 

TOTAL 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

tree credits per acre): 0.00 30 tree credits required for SFR lots less than 7,200 

REQUIRED CREDITS (If 60 
square feet and for lots In the CBD zone. GO tree 

tree credits per acre): 0 00 
credits required for all other lots. 
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DE'velopment Servlres DPpnrtmrnt 

TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATION 
City of Woodinville 

415-489-2754 • 17301 l.U'd .A.xenue NE • Woodinville, WA 98072 
DE'sk Houl's • Mondny- Thursdny 7:30am- S:OOpm • Fri<lny 7:30run- 4:00pm 

TREE SPECIES 

Size in 
Tree# Species DBH Retained 

1 
2 D 
3 D 
4 
5 
6 D 
7 D 
8 

9 

10 

11 D 
12 D 
13 

14 

15 
16 

17 

18 
19 
20 D 

Attachment 1 

Removed Planted 

D 
D 

D D 
D 

D 
D 

D D 
D 

D D 
D 

D D 
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Attachment 2 

ORDINANCE NO. 478 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE, WASHINGTON 
ADDING A NEW WMC CHAPTER 21.15 RELATING TO TREE 
PROTECTION REGULATIONS, AMENDING WMC 2.24, 20.06, 21.06, 
21.14, 21.16, 21.17, 21.24, 21.34, 21.38; MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT 
AND THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION BY TITLE 
ONLY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management 
Act, the City of Woodinville is required to develop and adopt development regulations 
implementing its Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.130(4) requires that the City of Woodinville, a "fully planning" 
city within King County shall update its Comprehensive Plan and development regulations, as 
necessary, to reflect local needs, new data, and current laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council has determined that certain amendments are 
necessary to keep the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code updated and to accommodate the 
needs of its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the Woodinville City Council has reviewed the amendments contained in 
this ordinance and finds that these amendments meet the required criteria in Ordinance No. 172 
and WMC 21.46.030; and 

WHEREAS, two public hearings were held by the City of Woodinville Planning 
Commission on September 17, 2008 and January 21, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) RCW 
43.21C have been met; and 

WHEREAS, adoption of this ordinance will promote the public health, safety, and 
general welfare within the City of Woodinville; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODINVILLE, 
WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Chapter 21.15. Development Regulations - Tree Protection. of the 
Woodinville Municipal Code is established, as set forth in Attachment 1, which is attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as if set forth in full. 

Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 2.24. Tree Board, is hereby amended to read as 
set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown by strikethrough. 

2.24.010 Definitions. 
(9) "DaRger tree" (as ElefiReel iR WMC 2l.Q6.139) shall meaR aRy tree with a eemeiRatieR efstruetural 

elefeet aRel/er elisease that mal<es it sulljeet tea high preeaeility effailure, aeeereliRg te the eurreRt 
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Attachment 2 

latematioaal Soeiety ofAreorieultllre's Tree Hazara Bvaluatioa Staaaaras fer Hazara Tree Riitiag, aaa a 
J3FOllimity to 13ersoas or J3FOJ30r!)' that is immediately threatoaiag. (Reserved). 

2.24.090 Tree planting. 
The City shall have the right to regulate the species, installation method, and relative condition of trees 

located in the City rights-of-way and City-owned property and to cause removal and replacement of 
unsuitable, damaged, or unhealthy trees. The following regulations apply to planting of trees and plants in 
the City rights-of-way: 

(I) Trees and plants shall be considered for preservation and planting in all City construction 
and/or land use projects pursuant to tree preservation regulations of Chapter 2+.-1-6 21.15 WMC. An 
administrative variance may be granted by the City Tree Official if the preservation requirements 
interfere with the effectiveness of the public project. Planting alternatives on other public property 
shall be considered as mitigation for tree loss due to a public project. 

2.24.140 Tree removal. 
The City may remove any public tree determined to be a hazardous or dangerous tree by the City Tree 

Official. Tree removal shall comply with methods according to the tree care standards manual and the 
following regulations: 

(I) All tree removal and/or tree pruning works on public property shall be performed by a licensed, 
bonded, and insured contractor, pursuant to WMC 2.24.170. 

(2) No City trees shall be cut down, killed, or removed for any reason without complying with the 
following public tree removal process: 

(a) File an application with the Planning Department; 
(b) Secure a permit for tree removal; 
(c) Trees shall be replaced to mitigate the loss of the removed tree(s) equal to one tree credit in 

accordance with the replacement table ofWMC 21.Hi.J7()(4) 21.15.070. 
(3) A tree removal permit is required to be obtained prior to the removal of any City tree by a 

private party. A permit shall be approved only when one or more of the following conditions exist as 
determined by City staff: 

(a) The tree is infected with an epidemic insect or disease for which removal is the 
recommended practice to prevent transmission to other trees; 

(b) The tree poses a public nuisance; 
(c) The tree poses a safety hazard that pruning, transplanting, or other treatments cannot 

correct; 
(d) The tree severely interferes with the growth and development of a more desirable tree; 
(e) Required infrastructure work or improvements would kill the tree or render it a 

hazard/danger and no other alternative is feasible; 
(f) Removal of the tree is necessary to implement or maintain a vegetation management plan 

for the area, as approved by the City; 
(g) Removal of the tree(s) is necessary to provide the only reasonable access to adjacent 

private property. 
( 4) Mitigation is required if a public tree is removed, injured, or otherwise damaged by a private 

party. The mitigation value shall be calculated by the City or qualified representative using the 
formula outlined in the most recent edition of the "Guide for Plant Appraisal," published by the 
International Society of Arboriculture, or other comparable source authorized by the Planning 
Director. Current calculated timber, pulpwood, or cordwood values will not be acceptable mitigation 
values for public trees. The mitigation value shall be paid into the City tree account as established in 
WMC 2l.Hi.17()(3)(a)21.15.050 or the City will require a replacement to be installed in accordance 
with the regulations and standards set forth for public trees. All or a portion of this mitigation may be 
met by planting replacement trees on- or off-site as determined by the City. 
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Attachment 2 

Section 3. Amendment to Chapter 20.06. Subdivision and Short Subdivision 
Regulations. is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; 
deleted text is shown by strikethrml§R. 

20.06.175 Tree preservation and protection. 
All subdivisions and short subdivisions shall provide tree preservation and protection in accordance 

with Chapter 2--hM 21.15 WMC. A tree plan shall be part of the preliminary plat or short plat submittal 
requirements and approved prior to preliminary or short plat approval. 

20.06.220 Improvements- Construction. 
Construction of subdivision improvements prior to final plat or short plat approval or subsequent to 

final plat approval as a condition to meeting financial requirements shall proceed as follows: 
(I) Complete construction drawings, specifications and related material shall be submitted to the 

City Permits Center Director/Building Official for approval prior to the commencement of 
construction. The submitted drawings and specifications shall be designed and certified by a 
registered civil engineer. Construction drawings shall be in conformance with the conditions, if any, 
of preliminary plat or short plat approval and applicable City standard. 

(2) Construction of improvements shall not be initiated without authorization of the City Engineer. 
The City Engineer shall authorize the subdivider to proceed with construction after approval of the 
construction drawings and specifications by the appropriate City department. The City Engineer may 
grant approval on condition additions or changes are made in the drawings or specifications, or on the 
inclusion or implementation of mitigating measures necessary to minimize the impacts of the 
construction on the environment. Conditions required to minimize environmental impacts shall 
conform with the requirements of the WMC regarding environmental impact procedures. 

(3) Any changes to the construction drawings or specifications involving design of the 
improvements shall first be reviewed and approved by the City Engineer and the appropriate City 
department. 

( 4) City Tree Official-approved tree protection measures shall be installed and inspected prior to 
beginning any construction activities. Damage to any preserved tree shall result in replacement 
pursuant to WMC 21.1 ~.13() aHEI21. Hi.J7() 21.15.070 of the damaged tree to equal the number of tree 
credits lost as a result of the damage. After construction activities are completed, the applicant shall 
provide an inspection report prepared by a certified arborist of the condition of the preserved trees. 

Section 4. Amendment to Chapter 21.06, Technical Terms and Land Use 
Definitions, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; 
deleted text is shown by strikethrel!§h. 

21.06.089 

21.06.101 

21.06.139 

Canopy. Canopy: the percentage of the citv or a site's area that are shaded by trees. 

City Tree Official. City Tree Official: the Cemm11nity Development Services Director 
or his/her designees responsible for implementing the Community Urban Forestry Plan 
and Regulations. The City Tree Official shall use the expertise of a certified arborist, 
under contract by the City, for technical advice on decisions related to the community 
urban forest. 

Critical Root Zone. Critical Root Zone: the area surrounding a tree at a distance from 
the trunk, which is equal to one foot for every inch of tree diameter at breast height or 
otherwise determined by a qualified tree professional. DaugeF tFee. Danger tree: any 
tree witH a eemeiHatien ef struet11ral Elefeet aHEI/er Elisease tllat makes it s11bjeet te a lligll 
prebability ef fail11re (aeeerEiing te tile e11rreRt lHtematieHal Seeiety ef Arberie11lt11re's 
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Attachment 2 

Tree Hazara Bvaleatian Stanaaras far Hazara Tree Rating), ana a praJdmity ta persans ar 
prapert)' that is immeaiately threatening, as aeterminea by a eertifiea arbarist. 

21.06.140 Crown. Crown: the area of a tree containing leaf- or needle-bearing branches. 

21.06.14tl141 Daycare. Daycare: an establishment for group care of nonresident adults or children. 
(I) Daycare shall include, but not be limited to, NAICS Industry No. 624411 - Child 

daycare services, NAICS Industry No. 62412- Adult daycare centers, and the following: 
(a) Adult daycare, such as adult day health centers or social daycare as defined 
by the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services; 
(b) Nursery schools for children under minimum age for education in public 
schools; 
(c) Kindergartens or prekindergartens when not a part of a public or private 
school; and 
(d) Programs covering after-school care for school children. 

(2) Daycare establishments are subclassified as follows: 
(a) Daycare I- a maximum of 12 adults or children in any 24-hour period; and 
(b) Daycare II- over 12 adults or children in any 24-hour period. 

21.06.166 Diameter-at-breast-height (DBH). Diameter-at-breast-height (DBI-1): tree measurement 
guideline that is the measure in inches of the trunk diameter of each protected or 
preserved tree 4.5 feet above the ground line. 

21.06.174 (Reservea).Dripline. Dripline: the distance from the tree trunk, that is equal to the 
furthest extent of the tree's crown. 

21.06.299 Grove. Grove: a group of three or more significant trees with overlapping or touching 
crowns. 

21.06.309 Heritage Tree. Heritage tree: a tree or stand of trees that is particularly desirable 
because it has valued, unique characteristics that set them apart from other similar trees. 
Valued. unique characteristics include uncommon genus, species, form. size. location, 
historic significance or other desirable feature(s). 

21.06.:>09310 Historic marker or plaque. Historic marker or plaque: a sign, either freestanding or 
building-mounted, and not exceeding four square feet in surface area, commemorating a 
notable historic person or event associated with the building or site on which the marker 
or plaque is located or, in the case of roadside historic markers, in the immediate vicinity 
of the site on which the marker is located. 

21.06.JM311 Hobby, toy, and game shop. Hobby, toy, and game shop: an establishment engaged in 
the retail sale of toys, games, hobby and craft kits, including uses located in NAICS 
Industry Nos.: 

(1) 45112- Hobby, toy and game shops; and 
(2) 453998- Limited to collectors items (e.g., autograph, coin, card and stamp shops). 

21.06.359 Limit of Disturbance, Tree. Limit of Disturbance, Tree: the boundary between the area 
of minimum protection around a tree and the allowable site disturbance as determined by 
a qualified tree professional. 
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21.06.486 

Attachment 2 

Qualified Tree Professional. Qualified Tree Professional: an individual with relevant 
education and training in arboriculture or urban forestrv. The individual must be an 
arborist certified by the International Societv of Arboriculture or a registered consulting 
arborist from the American Societv of Consulting Arborists. A qualified tree professional 
must be certified at tree risk assessments and prescribe appropriate measures necessary 
for the preservation of trees during land development. For Forest Management Plans, the 
qualified tree professional must have the ability to assess wooded sites and prescribe 
measures for forest health and safety. A qualified tree professional that makes 
determinations on hazard or nuisance trees is required to have certification as a tree risk 
assessor. 

21.06.599 Significant tree. Significant tree: an existing healthy tree which has a minimum 
diameter-at-breast-height of six (6) inches, as measured according to the most current 
published edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant 
Appraisal". 

21.06.S99600 Signs or displays of limited duration. Signs or displays of limited duration: Any sign, 
banner, pennant, or advertising display intended to be displayed for a limited time period. 
Easily removed signs attached to windows and humans holding signs are considered 
temporary signs. Signs or limited duration can be manually removed without the use of 
tools or equipment. 

21.06.-'00602 Site cost per student. Site cost per student: the estimated cost of a site in the district for 
the grade span of school to be provided, as a function of the district's design standard per 
grade span and taking into account the requirements of students with special needs. 

21.06.617 Specimen Tree. Specimen Tree: a viable tree that is considered in very good to excellent 
health and free of major defects, as determined by the City's Tree Official. 

21.06.679 TFee andlaF plant industry pFafessianal. Tree ana/er !'Iaiit inaustry l'refessienal; an 
inaiviaual ·.vhe has flrsfessienal S*flerienee in the tree anEI/er !'!ant inaHstry inelHaing, lmt 
no limitea to, areorieHI!Hre, lanasea!'ing, hortieHI!Hre, Hrean ferestl)' or similar inaHstries 
as alse aefinea in Weeainville MHniei!'al Cede 2.2Ul19(12). (Reserved) 

21.06.680 Tree Removal. Tree Removal: the removal of a tree, through either direct or indirect 
actions, including but not limited to: (I) clearing, damaging or poisoning resulting in an 
unhealthy or dead tree; (2) removal of at least half of the live crown; or (3) damage to 
roots or trunk that is likely to destroy the tree's structural integrity. 

21.06.(i811682 Ultimate roadway section. Ultimate roadway section: a designation by the City of 
Woodinville that the maximum roadway or intersection capacity has been reached and 
further right-of-way acquisition and/or improvements are not feasible to increase peak 
hour vehicle capacity. 

21.06.683 Understorv. Understory: The layer formed by grasses, shrubs, and small trees under the 
canopy of larger trees and plants. 

21.06.695 Viable Tree. Viable Tree: a significant tree that a qualified tree professional has 
determined to be in good health, with a low risk of failure due to structural defects, is 
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relatively windfirm if isolated or remains as part of a grove. and is a species that is 
suitable for its location. 

21.06.6%697 Vocational school. Vocational school: establishments offering training in a skill or trade to 
be pursued as a career, including uses located in NAICS Industry Group Nos.: 
(I) 5 II 5 I - Apprenticeship training; and 
(2) 61121 -Junior colleges. 

21.06.716 Windfirm. Windfirm: a condition of a tree in which it can withstand moderate storm 

Section 5. Amendment to Chapter 21.14. Development Standards- Design 
Requirements, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by 
underline; deleted text is shown by strikethrellgh. 

21.14.710 Site landscaping. 
(I) Intent. 

(a) To encourage the abundant use of gardens and other landscaping in site and development design 
to improve site aesthetics, enhance the pedestrian experience, and increase the uniqueness of Woodinville. 

(2) Design Principle. All developments shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 21.16 WMC, 
Development Standards- TFee Reteatiea aad Landscaping, and demonstrate in their development plans 
how they meet the intent. 

Section 6. Amendment to Chapter 21.16, Development Standards- Tree Retention 
and Landscaping, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by 
underline; deleted text is shown by stril~ethre~Jgh. 

21.1~.12§ 

21.1~.128 

21.1~.130 

21.1~.140 
21.1~.1§0 

21.1~.160 

21.1~.170 

CHAPTER 21.16 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS -
TREE RETENTION AND LANDSCAPING 

Tree preseR'atioH exemptions. 
Single family resideatial tree preservation ineentives 
Tree preservation reqniremeats. 
Tree preseR·ation plan. 
lneeatives for tree preservation. 
Tree prateetian. 
Tree replaeement. 

21.16.020 Application. 

Except for communication facilities regulated pursuant to WMC 21.26 , all new development listed in 
WMC 21,16.030 shall be subject to the landscaping aad siguifieaat tree reteatiea provisions ofthis 
chapter; provided, that specific landscaping aad tree reteatioa provisions for uses established through a 
conditional use permit or a special use permit shall be determined during the applicable review process, 
aad flFovided further that Hew develofJmeat oa 13re eJ<istiag lots shall ee sHbjeet to the tree flFeservatioH 
iaeeatives iH V/MC 21.16.128 iH lieH of the regulatioas loeated iH WMC 21.16.139 throHgh 21.16.179. 
For the purposes of this chapter, a new development involves a new occupancy or tenant improvement 
that exceeds 25 percent of the assessed value of the structure before the improvement or before any 
damage occurred, if the structure has been damaged and is being repaired. 
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21.16.030 Land use grouping. 
In order to facilitate the application of this chapter, the land uses of Chapter 21.08 WMC have been 

grouped in the following manner: 
(6) Uses contained in Chapter 21.08 WMC that are not listed in subsections (I) through (5) of this 

section shall not be subject to landscaping aaalfee reteatiea except as specified in any applicable review 
of a conditional use or special use permit. 

21.16.090 Landscaping- General requirements. 
(18) A tree or plaat prefessieaal qualified tree professional, as defined in WMC 2l.Qa.a79 21.06.486, 

shall be on-site during any site work affecting preserved trees. 

21.16.100 Landscaping- Alternative options. 
The following alternative landscape options may be allowed only if they accomplish equal or better 

levels of screening and are subject to Planning Director approval: 
(3) The width of the perimeter landscaping may be reduced up to I 0 percent when a development 

retains an additional I 0 percent of significant trees or I 0 significant trees per acre on-site (above the 
requirements ofWMC 2l.la.l3Q(2) aae (3) 21.15.070), whichever is greater; 

ll.la.US 

21.1a.t28 

TFee preseFVation ee<emptions. 
(I) Aeeitieas, alterations, or site work related to aa eJdstiag single family heme are 

eJ~empt from tree preservatioa requirements eJ~eept as stated ia V/MC 2l.la.l3Q(3). 
(2) Tree remo•;al to eoastruet a siagle family resieeaee or aetaehea aeeessory awelliag 

unit on a pre eJ~istiag siagle family lot shall be allowed without a permit proviaea 
that the pre eJdstiag lot retaias a miaimum of 3 () tree ereaits per aere as required in 
\VMC 2l.la.l3Q(l)(a). If tree removal ereates a site eenaitioa of less thaa 3() !fee 
ereeits per aere, thea a tree replaeemeat plaa must be submitted meetiag the 
requiremeats of WMC 2l.la.l7Q(4) to attaia the 3() tree ereait per aere minimum. 
Vehmtary tree preservatioa is stroagly eaeouragea aaa may be eligible for a permit 
fee rebate ia aeeeraaaee with WMC 2l.lli.l28. (Ora. 333 § 2, 2()()3; Ora. 23a § 2, 
2QQQ; Ora. 239 § 4, 1999) 

(3) Daager !fees may be removed without a permit, proviaea that the owaer submits to 
the City a '"TitteR statemeat ifom a eertifiea arberist aemonslfatiag that the !fee in 
question satisfies the eriteria of a aaager !fee pursuaat to WMC 2Ula.l39. Prier to 
aaRger !fee remo'ial, the City Tree Offieial must first eonfirm the ereaeatials of the 
seleetea eertifiea arborist, aaa if satisfied with the arberist' s staaaing, will require 
writtea notifieatioa ifom the eertifiea arberist pertaiaiag to the aaager !fee status of 
the tree(s) ia questioa. 

Single Family Residential TFee J!Fesen·atien ineenti'fe. }lew siagle awelliag !!Hit 
eeastruetioa ea a pre eJdstiag let, whether aeeessory to aaother stmetl!re or Rot, ma)' be 
eligible for a Permit Fee Rebate up to $33() for !fee preservatioa ia aeeoraaaee with Table 
21.1 a.l28(a) below. Tree ereaits are based OR the formula previaea iR WMC 
21.1 a.l3 Q(a)(i) aaa are ealeulatea oa a per aere basis. 

(I) Siagle Family Resiaeatial Tree Presef\·atien Ineeative Table 

Tree ereaits 
Presef\·ea 

3() tree ereaits 
23 tree ereaits 
2() tree ereeits 

Permit Fee Rebate 
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I:~::::: 
(I) Tke apfllieaftt m~· reEjHest a Permit Fee Rebate eRe (I) year after tile eemflletieR ef 

tke Rew resiaeRee er aew aetaekea a·Nelliag uait flreviaea tkat all flFeservea trees 
used te ealeulate tree ereaits are retaiaea eJ!eeflt as flreviaea fer ia \VMC 
2l.Hi.l39(f). A Permit Fee Rebate must be aflflliea ferae later tkaa tllree (3) years 
fellewiag tke eemflletiea eftke resiaeaee. 

(2) A flreflerty ewaer m~· reEjHest apflreval fer remeval ef tke flresep,•ea trees witkia tkat 
year WASH the llflfllieant aem<omstrates tkat flew trees ,., ill be fllafttea in aeeeraanee 
with re13laeemeat regulatiens ef WMC 21. Hi.l79 te bring tke tree ereaits eEjHal te tke 
ameunt eftlle ereait eriginally reeeivea. 

(3) Wilen tke llflfllieant is eligible te reeeive tke rebate, tke llflfllieant m~· aesigRate tke 
rebate ameunt be !laid te>.Yaras a City tree related flregrarn in lieu ef reeeiving 
fl~'ment. A list ef eurrent tree flregrams sl!all be en file "Nitll tile Plaaning 
Deflarlmeat. 

(4) Daager trees ae net aflflly te tkis ineentive. 

Tree presen•atioR reEjuirements. 
(I) Presep,•atien ef trees sllall be given flrierity wkefl aevelefliHg site aesigRS aaa layeuts 

fer aeveleflmeat. Presep,•atiea is preferred ever refllaatiag. Miaimum tree ereaits 
skall be reEjHirea ia tke buildable area ef eaek site. Tke buildable area skall eJ!eluae 
ea site flHblie rigkts ef w~· aaa flrivate streets, aaa seRsitive areas aaa tlleir buffers. 
Tke tree aeasity m~· eeasist ef eJdstiag trees aaa/er refllaeemeat trees ifl aeeeraaaee 
witk WMC 21.16.179. Tke trees te be flresep,•ea ea eael! site skall be aetermiaea 
flrier te aflflreval ef a tree refllaeemeat fllaaby tke City Tree Offieial. Wl!ea tllere are 
feasible altefflatives fer tke leeatiea ef flrepesea builaiags er imflrevemeats ea tke 
site, tile flreservatieR eftrees skalleeeur aeeeraiag te tke fellewiag miaimum 
reEjHiremeftts: 
(a) Tke miaimum tree ereelits faeter reEjHirea fer eaek site is 39 tree ereelits fler aere. 

Caleulatiea ef tree ereelits te be flresep,•eel shall be ia aeeerelaaee witll the 
fellewiag table. Tree ereelits are assigaeel aeeereliag te the eliameter at breast 
height efflresep,•eel trees as elefiReei ia WMC 21.96.166. '.Vhea a tree's eliameter 
at breast height has beea eletermiaeel, leeate that aumber ia tke eelumR markeel 
eliameter at breast keigkt. The tree ereelits are leeateel te tke left efthe eliameter 
at breast height eeluma. The aumber ef tree ereelits must eEjHal 3 9 eJ!eeflt as 
flrevieleel ia'.VMC 21.16.179. A variety efs13eeies is eaeeurageel •Nhea 
Jlresep,•iag trees. 

(i) Table I Presep,•eel Tree Creelit Table 
Ceaversiea frem eliameter at breast heigkt te tree ereelits fer trees 
JlFeteeteel en site: 
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Diameter at breast ~ Diameter at ~ Diameter at Credits 

height (iu iuehes) s h reast height (iu s hreast height (iu 
-L -> • -L -> 

.J-4 ,+ n u ~ M 
H ~ ;g 2-,9 ~ +!) 

8-9 ~ :M H ~ ~ 

M ,{; ~ M 4{l &;/-

++ ;:/- ;u; H 4+ ~ 

R ,-8 2:1- w ~ 1M 
H ,.9 ;?,& ~ 4J- M,+ 

.J-4 +.-!- ;w 4-,6 44 ~ 

+.5 .J-4 JG 4,9 # ~ 

-1-4 M ~ ~ 46 ~ 

H -he :h', ~ 4+ ~ 

+& -h& ;H ~ 4& ~ 

.J-9 ~ ::;4. (H 49 H,.J. 

;!() ~ ~ ftrl. w H,6 

u M ~ +.+ 

(8) Trees leeateel witliia aay reEjHireelperimeter laaelseapiag area sliall be preserveel 
aael ereaiteel tewarels tlie reEjHireel aember ef tree ereelits; 

(e) Aa aeleEjHate beffer ef smaller trees shall be preserveel er replaeeel ea the friage 
ef trees !Rat were previeesly leeateel ia a eleseel, feresteel siteatiea te mitigate 
wiael impaets. 

(a) A greepiag sf three (3) er mere eJ<istiag trees wi!R eaaepies that teueh er 
everlap, may be givea eae (I) tree ereelit previeleel eaeh tree has a Eliameter at 
breast height efat least three (3) iaehes; 

(e) A lleritage Tree sliall be ereeliteel at twiee tlie Eliameter at breast height fer tree 
ereelit ealeulatiea. Aa applieaat may reeei\'e ereelit if a tree is aemiaateel aael 
reeeives reeegaitiea fer a Heritage Tree ea site prier te fiaal appreval efthe tree 
preservatiea plaa. 

(f) eJ<eept as pre\•ieleel ia subseetiea (g), trees te be preserveel sliall aet iaeluele trees 
tliat are: 
(i) leleatifiea by a eertifieel arberist te be Elamageel, Eliseasea, er a aaager tree; 
(ii)Determiaeel by a eertifieel arberist te be safety hazarels elee te peteatial rest, 

truak er primary limb failure, er eJ<pesure ef ma!Hre trees wliieh ha-ve grewa 
ia a eleseel, feresteel siruatiea; aael 

(iii)At risl< efelamage Elee te the preJ<imity efthe eeastrueteelprejeet, as 
Eletermiaeel by a eertifieel arberist. 

(g) At tlie eliseretiea ef the City Tree Offieial, elamageel er eliseaseel er staaeliag eleael 
trees may be preserveel aael ereeliteel tewarel IRe tree preservatiea reEjuiremeat if 
elemeastrateel that seeh trees will previae impertaat wile! life habitat aaa are aet 
elassifiea as a Elaager tree. Daager trees may be fell eel te pre\•eat hazareleus 
eeaelitieas aael must aet be remeveel. 

(li) Aaaitieaal tree preservatiea may be reEjuireel wliea a prejeet is leeateel ea er 
witliia 59 feet ef steep slepeel areas as Eletermiaeel by IRe City Tree Offieial. 
Type III laaelseapiag is reEjuireel fer aay perimeter area ef a prejeet that is 
eJ<I'eseel ea tlie slel'e wliere !Rere is Elireet visual impaet frem ether areas efthe 
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Tree preseR'fttien plan. The applieallt shall saamit a tree preservlltien plan eeneaFFent 
with a lana sarfaee meaifieatien peFFRit, site aevelepment peFFRit, aailaing peFFRit, aesign 
review, SBPA, preliminary saaaivisien, er shert saaelivisien applieatien, whiehever is 
reviev.•ea ana apprevea first. Prier te aeteFFRinatien ef a eemplete apfllieatien, the City 
Tree Offieial shall mal<e a site visit te eenfirm the presenee eftrees. The tree 
presep,·atien fllan shall eensist ef: 
(I) A tree sarvey that iaentifies the leeatien, si;;,e, ana Sfleeies ef all trees er greefling ef 

trees en a site. The tree sap,·ey may be eena!leteEl by a methea that leeates imliviEIHal 
trees at by !Ising stanEiara timber er11ising metheels te refleet generalleeatiens, 
nllmeers, ana grellping eftrees flFeviaea that, when !Ising either methea, the s!lp,·ey 
shall shev;: 
(a) The leeatien ana Sfleeies ef eaeh tree that is intenEleEI te E)llalify fer atlaitienal 

ereait parsaant te 'NMC 21.1€i.l5Q, ana 
(e) Any tree eighteen ( 18) inehes er greater in aiam.eter fer the flllf!lese ef 

establishing wilalife habitat vallle; 
(2) A aevelepment plan iaentifying the trees that are prepesea te be flresep,·ea, 

transfllantea, er resterea. 
(3) The flresep,•atien plan shall be aevelepeEI te inelHae maintenanee eensiaeratiens. 
(4) A repert by eertifieEI areerist te inelaae, as a minim11m, the fellewing: 

(a) Plan re•;iew ana imflaet assessment eftree remeval ana flresep,•atien with the 
prepeseEI aevelepment; 
(e) Reeemmentlatiens te reaaee imflaet where impaet is eensitlerea tee severe; 
(e) Tree flreservatien gHiElelines te be ineef!lerateel el!lring site elevelepment; 
(El) Mailltenanee reeemmenaatiens fer eempleteel flrejeet. 

Ineentives for tree flFeseR•atien 
(I) Ilaeh tree that is net leeatea in the area fer flerimeter lantlseafling ana is flresep,•eel 

may reeeive (3) three tree ereaits fer eemplying ·,yith the retentien reEj!lirements ef 
WJI.4C 21.1€i.l3Q, previEiea it meets ene er mere efthe fellewing eriteria: 

(a) The tree eJ<eeeels sh<ty (€iQ) feet in height, er twenty fear (24) inehes in Eliameter fer e•iergreen 
trees er thirty (3Q) inehes fer ereaaleaftrees; 

(e) The tree is leeateel in a greHping efat least five (5) trees with eanepies that teaeh 
er everlafl; 

(e) The tree previeles energy savings threHgh winter wind preteetien er sammer 
shading as a resalt ef its leeatien relative te lmilelings; 

(a) The tree belengs te a HRiE}He er anas!lal apeeies as aeterminea by the City Tree 
Offieial; 

(e) The tree is leeateEI within twenty five (25) feet ef ~· sensitive area er reE}Hirea sensitive area 
aaffers; 

(f) The tree is eighteen ( 1 8) inehes er greater in aiam.eter at breast height ana is 
iaentifiea as previEiing valaaele •Nilalife haeitet as eleteFFRinea by the City Tree 
Offieial; ana 

(g) Trees that are asea in a HniEjae way te shield Htilities ana eentrieate te an 
inerease in effieieney ef saeh fanetiens as steFFR water mn eff ana ear eJ<haast 
Bllffering. A sruay flreflarea B)' a E}Halified prefessienal shall ee S!lemitted ey the 
applieallt and re•,.iewed ey the City Tree Offieial that Yerifies the inerease in 
effieieney. 

16 



21.1~.11!0 

21.1~.170 

Attachment 2 

(2) The fellawiag iaeeatives are pra\·iaea ta eaea11rage mare tree preservatiaa. The 
same !Fees may aat ee 11sea ta reeeive maFe thaa aae sf the fellawiag iaeeatives: 

(a) A FeEI11atiaa ia setBaek FeEjlliremeats ta nat less than twa (2) feet may ee 
aaministrati•rely graatea fer ae•relapments that ineFease the RIIHIBSF sf tree 
6Fedits pFeseFveEi SA site a~· Sfle aaa 888 halftimes (I 112). A FeEj\leSt feF IISiag 
the ineentive shall ee SIIBHiitteEI a~· the applieaat pFiBF ta iss\lanee sf any peFmits 
feF the nev.· Elevelapmeat. The City Tree Offieial shall Feview the FeEJIISSt fer 
final Eieeisian. The seteaek FeEI11etian shall aat vialate aay atheF eaEies sF 
Festrietiaas that gavem Elevelapment. The applieaat shall Elemaastrate ta the City 
Offieial that the site is !aiEl a11t in s11eh a manaeF as ta aEieEjl!ately pmviEie feF the 
heakh aaEI s\lstainaeility aftFees aaEilaaEiseapeEI areas ana aFe nat affeeteEI ey the 
Ele,·elapmeat; 

(e) Oae (I) FesiEieRtialllnit eaa11s, net ta elleeeEI the milldm11m Elensity af\l/MC 
2LJ2.QJ() aaa 2LJ2.Q4Q, shall BS giveR feF a FesiaeatiaJ pFajeet that elleeeas the 
FeEjlliFeEI nllmeer sf !Fee eFeelits ey ane ana ene half (I J,l2) times. The applieant 
m11st ElemanstFate ta the City TFee Offieial that the site is !aiEl a11t ia s11eh a 
maaneF as ta aeleEjl!ately previae feF the health aaa s11stainaeility sf the !Fees ana 
lanelseapeel aFeas ana is nat affeetea ey the Elevelapment; SF 

(e) A§() peFeent Feel11etian in CaasllltaRt Fees, aat ta eJ(eeeel $1,()()() feF laaEiseape 
Feview shall ee given ta these pFajeets that eJ(6eea the FeEjlliFeei RIIHIBeF sf tree 
6Feaits B~' 4 times. 

TFee pFoteetioo. The City sf WaaEiiaville TFee CaFe StaaEiaFEi Maa11al pFateetiaa 
meas11Fes shall ee implemented aaEI fellaweel pFiaF ta aaEI EI11Fing eve~· part sf a pFajeet. 
Ta pFa\·iele the eest pFateetiaB feF !Fees: 
(I) Na eleaFing shall ee allevreEI sa a site 11ntil appFB'ral aftFee pFeseF¥atiaa ana 

lanEiseape plans; 
(2) An aFea sf pFahieiteel elisti!Feanee, geaerally eaFFespeneling ta the e!Fip line sf the 

signifieaat !Fee shall ee ielentifieEI EI11Fing the eaastF11etiaa stage aael a tempam~· five 
(5) feat high ehain liak shall ee plaeeel pFiBF ta any eleaFiBg ana graEiiag. Plastie 
feneing may ee 11seEI as appFaveel a~· the City TFee Offieial. If any sign sf 
ElistiiFBanee is aese"'eei ey the City withifl the tFee pFateetian aFea, ehain link feaeiag 
shall ee FeEjlliFeEI; 

(3) }!a impe"'iBIIS SIIFfaees, fill, eJ(68'o•atiBB, SF S!BFage sf 688Stf116!iSR mateFiaJs shall Be 
peFFRitteEI withia the aFea defined ey s11eh feneiag er stakes; 

(4) A !Fee ElesigaateEI feF pFese"•atien shall nat ha>>'e the sail gmEie alteFeEI within its 
e!Fipline ar within fifteea (15) feet sf its tFIIBk whiehe•,•eF is greateF. The gmEie m~· 
ee laweFeEI if a eertifieel areaFist with the 6886\IFFeBee sf the City TFee Offieial 
EleteFFRiaes the impaet sf laweFing the graEie withia the aFea EleseFieeel in this 
s\leseetian will nat aa\'SFsel~· affeet the health sf the tFee; 

(5) TFees shall nat be elesignateel far pFesen•atian if they aFe eleael SF ia a deeliniag state 
SF if they aFe a dangeF !Fee eJ,eept as pmvideEI feF ia WMC 2Lle.I3Q(l)(g). 

(e) GmEie level ehaages EleseFieea in S11eseetiaas (4), aeave shall ee Elane aeeaFEiing ta a 
plan pFepaFeEI ey a eertifieEI aFbaFist that inel11Eies meas11Fes ta ee ineBFJ3BFated ta 
FeEI11ee aEiveFse impaets an !Fees pmteeteEI; aaEI 

(7) Altemative pFateetian methaEis FA~' ee IlSSa if EleteFmiaeEI ey the City TFee Offieial 
ta pFBViae eEj\la( SF greateF !Fee pFSteetiBB. 

TFee Feplaeemeot. 
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(I) If eJ<istiflg trees are iflapprepriate OF iflaeleetllate to meet the miflimllm of 3 () tree 
ereelits per aere, a s11ff.ieieflt flllmaer of replaeemeflt trees shall be plaRteel to meet the 
miflimllm reetlliremeflt. To eletermifle the total flUmller of replaeemeflt tFees reetuireel, 
refer to Tallie 2 leeateel ifl s11aseetiefl (4) of this seetiefl. 

(a) Replaeemeflt tFees are meas11reel elifferefltly thaR presef\'eel trees. lflsteael of 
meas11riflg eliameter at breast heigHt as ifl preserveel tFees, replaeemeflt trees shall 
be meas11reel by ealiper iflehes. Caliper Ofl replaeemeflt tFees shall be meas11reel e 
iflehes above the gFOIIflellifle fer 4 ifleh aflel smaller !Fees aRel!2 iflehes above the 
grellflellifle fer larger replaeemeflt !Fees. 

(a) Refer to Table 2 aflel seleet the tree ereelit val11e, whish eeFFespeflels with the 
ealipeF fer eaeh replaeemeflt tFee. EJ~ample: A 2 ifleh ealiper tree has a ereelit 
val11e of() .5. 

(e) Aelel11p the tFee ereelit val11es fer all replaeemeflt trees to eletermifle hew maRy 
trees will be reetllireel to aehieve the miflim11m site tFee ereelits. EJ~ample: If there 
are flO !Fees, or the trees are ROt appropriate fer preteetiefl Ofl a I aere site aflel the 
seleeteel replaeemeflt trees were 2 ifleh ealiper, thefl replaeemeflt !Fees m11st lle 
plaflteel. 

(2) Replaeemeflt Tree Q11ality. Replaeemeflt !Fees shall be State Departffleflt of 
Agrie11l!llre N11rsery Graele J>le. I OF better aRe! verifieellly the prejeet prepeflefl! prier 
to plafltiflg. Replaeemeflt tFees m11st lle properly stakes feFtilizeel aRa m11leheel ifl 
aeeerelaflee with the Tree Care Staflaarels Maflllal. 

(3) Replaeemeflt Tree Leeatiefl. 

(a) City TFee Off.ieial Approval Reetuireel. The applieaflt's prepeseelleeatiefl of 
tFaflsplaflteel OF replaeemeflt trees shall be subjeet to City Tree Off.ieial approval 
as paF! of the tree replaeemeflt plaR. 

(ll) Leeatiefl Ofl Site. To the eJ<teflt feasible aflel elesiraale, trees shall be releeateel or 
replaeeel Ofl site. 

(e) Releeatiefl OF Replaeemeflt off Site. Where it is flO! feasible to releeate OF 
replaee trees Ofl site, releeatiefl or replaeemeflt may be maele at aflether City Tree 
Off.ieial appreveelleeatiefl ifl the City. 

(el) City TFee F11flel. '.'/here it is flet feasible to releeate or replaee trees Ofl site or at 
aRether City TFee Off.ieial appreveelleeatiefl ifl the City, the Applieaflt shall pay 
iflte the City TFee F11flel afl ame11flt of mefl~' appreJtimatiflg the e11FFeflt market 
val11e of the replaeemeflt !Fees that wo11lel otherwise be reetllireel. The City shall 
11se the City Tree F11flel fer the p11rpose of aeetlliFiflg, maifltaifliflg, aflel presef\'iflg 
weeeleel areas, aflel fer plafl!iflg aflel maifltaifliflg trees withifl the City. 

(4) Table 2 Replaeemeflt Trees 
Ceflversiefl from ealiper to tree ereelits fer replaeemeflt trees: 

CFeelits .f.nehes 
(CalipeF) 

CFeelits 
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Section 7. Amendment to Chapter 21.17. Forest Practice Regulations. is hereby 
amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown 
by stril~ethre~€Jh. 

21.17.050 Forest practice application requirements. 
(I) General Requirements. 

(e) Tree preservation standards shall be applied to forest practices in accordance with WMG 
21.16.13() tl!raugl! 21.16.2()() WMC 21.15. 

(2) Review Criteria. 
(c) Class IV -General forest practices proposed where a development permit, other than a land 
surface modification permit, has not been submitted shall comply with the following additional 
requirements: 

(i) No more than 35 percent of the volume of trees, by species shall be removed or 
no Jess than~ the required tree credits per acre pursuant to WMC 21.16.13() 21.15.070 shall 
remain, which ever is greater, within any six-year period throughout the gross area of the site. 
Sensitive areas and associated buffers may not be applied. The retained trees shall consist of 
timber that is equivalent to the average size, age, and species of the harvested trees; and 

Section 8. Amendment to Chapter 21.24, Development Standards- Critical Areas. 
is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; deleted text is 
shown by strikethre~€Jh. 

21.24.430 Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas- Performance standards. 
(II) Tree Retention. The tree retention provisions of Chapter 2+.-M-21.15 WMC shall apply to the 

protection of fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas. 

Section 9. Amendment to Chapter 21.34, General Provisions- Residential Densitv 
Incentives. is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. New text is shown by underline; 
deleted text is shown by strikethre~€Jh. 

21.34.040 Public benefits and density incentives. 
(6) The following are the public benefits eligible to earn density incentives through RDI review: 

(g) Tree Preservation. 

BENEFIT DENSITY 
INCENTIVE 

Type Qualifying Conditions Bonus 

(i) Preservation of (a) Preservation must be one and one-halftimes the One residential 
Additional Tree Credits required preservation on site in accordance with WMG bonus unit. 
On Site 21.16.13QE2)Ee) WMC 21.15.070. 

(b) Bonus must not exceed the maximum allowed 
density ofWMC 21.12.030 or 21.12.040. 

21.34.080 Applicability of development standards. 
(2) RDI developments in the R-4 through R-8 zones shall be landscaped as follows: 
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(a) When 75 percent or more of the units in the RDI development consists oftownhomes or 
apartments, the development shall provide perimeter landscaping and tree retention in accordance 
with Chapter 21.16 and 21.15 WMC for townhome or apartment projects. 
(b) When less than 75 percent of the units in the RDI consists oftownhomes or apartments, the 
development shall provide landscaping and tree retention in accordance with Chapter 21.16 
WMC for townhomes or apartments on the portion(s) of the development containing such units; 
provided, that if buildings containing such units are more than I 00 feet from the development's 
perimeter, the required landscaping may be reduced by 50 percent. 
(c) All other portions of the RDI shall provide landscaping or retain trees in accordance with 
Chapter 21.16 WMC. 

(3) RDI developments in all other zones shall be landscaped or retain trees in accordance with Chapter 
21.16 and 21.15 WMC. 

Section 10. Amendment to Chapter 21.38, Property-Specific Development 
Standards and Special District Overlays, is hereby amended to read as set forth in below. 
New text is shown by underline; deleted text is shown by strikethre~gh. 

21.38.060 Special district overlay- Office/Research Park Development. 
(2) The following development standards shall apply to uses locating in office/research park overlay 

districts: 
(f) The landscaping standards set forth in Chapter 21.16 WMC are modified as follows: 

(v) An inventory of existing site vegetation shall be conducted pursuant to the 
procedures set forth in Chapter~ and 21.15 WMC. Significant trees identified in the 
inventory shall be retained as set forth in Chapter ~21.15 WMC for commercial and 
industrial developments; and 

21.38.065 Special district overlay- Tourist District. 
(5) The following development standards and requirements shall apply to all development and all 

property under common ownership located within the Tourist District Overlay: 
(i) Landscaping shall meet the standards set forth in the City's Design Guidelines and Standards; 
provided, that: 

(v) Notable trees identified in the Tree Board inventory shall be retained as set forth 
in Chapter~ 21.15 WMC. 

Section 11. Criteria for Zoning Code Amendment. The findings presented in 
Attachment 2 to this ordinance, regarding criteria for zoning code amendments, are hereby 
adopted. 

Section 12. Severabilitv. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase 
of this Ordinance be held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, 
sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance. Provided, however, that if any section, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance, or any change in a land use designation is held to be invalid 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, or by the Growth Management Hearings Board, then the 
section, sentence, clause, phrase, or land use designation in effect prior to the effective date of 
this ordinance, shall be in full force and effect for that invalidated section, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or land use designation, as if this ordinance had never been adopted. 

Section 13. Copy to CTED. Pursuant to RCW 36. 70A.1 06(3), the City Clerk is directed 
to send a copy of the amendments to the State Department of Community, Trade, and 
Economic Development for its files within ten (10) days after adoption of this Ordinance. 
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Section 14. Effective Date. The adoption of this Ordinance, which is a power 
specifically delegated to the City legislative body, is not subject to referendum. This Ordinance 
or a summary thereof shall be published in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take 
effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. 

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION OF ITS 
PASSAGE THIS 171

h DAY OF MARCH 2009. 

A TIEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

Jennifer Kuhn 
City Clerk!CMC 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATIORNEY 

Greg A. Rubstello 
City Attorney 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 3/17/2009 
PUBLISHED: 3/23/2009 
ORDINANCE NO. 478 

Bob Vogt, Deputy Mayor for 
Scott Hageman, Mayor 
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CHAPTER 21.15 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
TREE PROTECTION 

SECTIONS: 

21.15.010 Purpose and Intent. 
21.15.020 Applicability- Permit Required. 
21.15.030 Exemptions 
21.15.040 Alternative Compliance 
21.15.050 City Tree Fund 
21.15.060 Tree Plans. Review Procedures, and Tree Typing 
21.15.070 Tree Density 
21.15.080 Tree Protection During Construction 
21.15.090 Installation Standards for Required Plantings 
21.15.100 Tree Maintenance Requirements 
21.15.110 Prohibited Vegetation 
21.15.120 Enforcement and Penalties 

21.15.010 Purpose and Intent. 
(1) Trees are important elements of the physical environment. They are integral to 

Woodinville's community character and protect public health, safety, and general 
welfare. Protecting, enhancing, and maintaining healthy trees, groves of trees and 
vegetation are key community values. The City's goal is to achieve an overall tree 
canopy coverage of 40 percent for the community. The many benefits of healthy trees 
and vegetation contribute to Woodinville's quality of life by: 
(a) Minimizing the adverse impacts of land disturbing activities and impervious surfaces 

such as runoff, soil erosion, land instability, sedimentation and pollution of waterways, 
thus reducing the public and private costs for stormwater control/treatment and utility 
maintenance: 

(b) Improving the air quality by absorbing air pollutants, assimilating carbon dioxide and 
generating oxygen: 

(c) Providing cost-effective protection from severe weather conditions with cooling 
effects in the summer months and insulating effects in winter: 

(d) Providing visual relief and screening buffers: 
(e) Providing recreational benefits: 
(f) Providing habitat, cover, food supply, and corridors for a diversity of fish and wildlife: 

and 
(g) Providing economic benefit by enhancing local property values and contributing to 

the region's natural beauty, aesthetic character, and livability of the community. 
(2\Tree removal in urban areas has resulted in the loss to the public of these benefits. The 

purpose of this chapter is to establish processes and standards to provide for the 
retention, protection, preservation, replacement, proper maintenance, and use of 
significant trees and woodlands located in the City of Woodinville. The intent of this 
chapter is to: 
(a) Maintain and enhance canopy coverage provided by native trees for their benefits: 
(b) Preserve and enhance the City of Woodinville's environmental, economic, and 

community character with mature landscapes; 
(c) Promote site planning, building, and development practices that work to avoid 

removal or destruction of native trees, groves of trees, and the understory of trees 
and that avoid unnecessary disturbance to the City's natural vegetation: 

(d) Mitigate the consequences of required tree removal in land development through on
and off-site native tree replacement with the goals of halting loss and enhancing 
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Woodinville's tree canopy to achieve an overall healthy tree canopy cover of 40 
percent city-wide over time: 

(e) Encourage tree retention efforts by allowing flexibility with respect to certain other 
development requirements: 

(f) Implement the goals and objectives of the City's Comprehensive Plan: 
(gl Implement the goals and objectives of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPAl. 

21.15.020 Applicability. 

(1 l Permit Required. No person shall directly or indirectly conduct any of the activities 
listed below before first obtaining a tree removal permit as provided in this chapter 
unless the activity is exempted in WMC 21.15.030. Permits shall be processed as 
described WMC 21.15.060(5). 
(a) Removal any significant tree as defined in WMC 21.06 on any property. 
(b) Removal of nonsignificant trees, between 2" and 6" that have a combined diameter

at-breast-height of 40 inches or the equivalent of 10 tree credits. within a 12-month 
period. 

(2) Tree Density Compliance. Any new development or redevelopment that results in an 
addition. alteration or repair that adds square footage equal to or greater than twenty-five 
percent of the existing square footage, or has construction costs of an amount equal to 
or greater than twenty-five percent of the assessed value, of the structures on-site. shall 
fully comply with the tree density requirements in 21.15.070. For tree removals requiring 
Tree Plan IV and Tree Plan 1-Minor. the applicant/property owner shall be required to 
provide 50 percent greater tree credits than currently exist. or the minimum tree density 
requirement whichever is less, as described in WMC 21.15.060(3)(alliiil. 

21.15.030 Exemptions 
The following activities are exempt from the provisions of this chapter: 
(1) Emergency Tree Removal. Any tree on private. developed property that poses an 

imminent threat to life or property. due to a storm event such as a windstorm or ice 
storm, may be removed without first obtaining a permit. The party removing the tree will 
contact the City within seven days of removal to provide documentation of threat for 
approval of exemption. If the City Tree Official determines that the emergency tree 
removal was not warranted. he or she may require that the party obtain a permit and/or 
require that replacement trees and vegetation be replanted as mitigation, in accordance 
with WMC 21.15.120(8llbl. 

(2) Utility Management. Trees may be removed by the City or utility provider in situations 
involving immediate danger to life or property. or interruption of services provided by a 
utility. 

(3) Commercial Nurseries or Tree Farms. A nurserv or tree farm owner may remove trees 
that are being grown to be sold as Christmas or landscape trees. 

(4) Removal of nonsignificant trees with a diameter-at-breast-height of less than 2 inches. 

21.15.040 Alternative Compliance 
All activities regulated by this chapter shall be performed in compliance with the applicable 
standards contained in this chapter, unless the applicant demonstrates that alternate 
measures or procedures will be superior to the provisions of this chapter in accomplishing 
the purpose and intent of this chapter as described in WMC 21.15.010. Requests to use 
alternative measures and procedures shall be reviewed by the City Tree Official, who may 
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the request. Examples include but are not limited 
to: 1 l retention of specimen or heritage trees and groves of trees, 2) use of low impact 
development techniques, and/or 3) Green Building Design or Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design. The City Tree Official is authorized to establish administrative criteria 
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for alternative compliance. Alternative compliance is intended mainly for those development 
applications requiring a Tree Plan II. pursuant WMC 21.15.060(3). 

21.15.050 Citv Tree Fund 
(1) Funding Sources. All civil penalties received under this chapter and all money received 

pursuant to WMC 21.15.070 and WMC 21.15.120 shall be used for the purposes set 
forth in this section. In addition. the following sources may be used for the purposes set 
forth in this section: 
(a) Agreed upon restoration payments imposed under WMC 21.15.120 or settlements in 

lieu of penalties; 
(b l Sale of trees or wood from City property where the proceeds from such sale have not 

been dedicated to another purpose: 
(c) Donations and grants for tree purposes: 
(d) Sale of seedlings by the City: and 
(e) Other monies allocated by the City Council. 

(2) Funding Purposes. The City shall use money received pursuant to this section for the 
following purposes. The Tree Board shall recommend with each budget to the City 
Council for approval how the fund will be allocated. Prioritization shall be based on the 
Urban Forestrv Plan. 
(a) Acquiring. maintaining, and preserving wooded areas within the City; 
(b) Planting and maintaining trees within the City: 
(c) Identification and maintenance of heritage trees: 
(d) Establishment of a holding public tree nursery; 
(e) Urban forestry education: or 
!D Other purposes relating to trees as determined by the City Council. 

21.15.060 Tree Plans, Review Procedures. and Tree Typing. 
(1) Introduction. The City requires a tree permit in conjunction with all development permits 

resulting in site disturbance and with any proposed tree removal on developed sites not 
exempted by WMC 21.15.030. 

In order to make better decisions about tree retention, particularly during all stages of 
development. tree removal permits will require specific information about the existing 
trees before removal is allowed. Different levels of detail correspond to the scale of the 
project or activity. Specific tree plan review standards are provided in this section with 
the intent of facilitating the preservation of healthy, significant trees. 

The City's objective is to retain as many viable trees. groves of trees and the understory 
as possible on a developing site while still allowing the development proposal to move 
forward in a timely manner. This objective is intended to retain existing groves of trees in 
order to meet the citywide goal of 40 percent tree canopy coverage. 

(2) Tree Plan Required. 
(a) Requirement Established. An applicant for a tree removal permit must submit a tree 

plan that complies with this section. A qualified tree professional may be required, as 
determined by the type of Tree Plan described WMC 21.15.060(3), to prepare certain 
components of a tree plan at the applicant's expense. If proposed development 
activities call for more than one tree plan level. the tree plan level with the more 
stringent requirements shall apply: provided. that the City Tree Official may require a 
combination of tree plan components based on the nature of the proposed 
development activities. If proposed activity is not clearly identified in this chapter, the 
City Tree Official shall determine the appropriate tree plan. 
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(b) Previously Approved Development. Any subdivision or short subdivision that is 
subject to an approved tree plan that had approval prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance shall not be subject to the tree retention and plan requirements in this 
section. except that any requested changes to the previously approved tree plan that 
results in removal of additional existing trees shall trigger the requirements under this 
ordinance. The unchanged tree plan approval shall apply to any building or site 
development permits that are applied for in conformance with the approval of that 
subdivision or short subdivision. 

(3) Tree Plan and Retention Requirements. The following table sets forth the different tree 
plans required for development activities or removal requests requiring a tree removal 
permit. Applicants for development subject to Tree Plan II or Ill are required to attend a 
Technical Review Committee Meeting prior to submittal. and are strongly encouraged to 
do so prior to any site design work. so that the applicable tree retention and replacement 
concepts can be incorporated into the design of the subject property. Each tree plan sets 
forth the required components and retention standards. The City Tree Official may waive 
a component for a tree plan. if he or she determines that the information is not 
necessary due to conditions of the property. 
(al Table 1 Tree Plan Requirements. 
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(i\ TYPE OF PLAN REQUIRED 

Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan Ill Tree Plan IV 
Type of Reguired for any Reguired for any Reguired for new Reguired for tree 
project permits' for one or two permits' for three or residential subdivisions removal on a properlY 

dwelling units on more detached dwelling or short subdivisions on which no 
individual lot. units; or any use other and related site development activijy is 

than residential. development permit proposed or in 
For individual lots of a applications. progress. 
subdivision or short 
subdivision with an Activijy reguiring a Tree 
approved Tree Plan Ill, Plan IV includes but is 
the Tree Plan Ill not limited to: reguests 
reguirements shall be to remove healthy tree; 
applied to the individual reguests to remove 
lots and no new Tree hazard or nuisance tree 
Plan I will be reguired. removal not exempt 

under WMC 21.15.030; 
and tree removal in 
areas dedicated to 
ensure protection of 
vegetation, critical 
areas and their buffers, 
including NGPE's. The 
plan can be developed 
by the applicant but 
may reguire assistance 
of a gualified tree 
professional. 

Major and Tree Plan 1- Major N/A N/A N/A 
Minor shall be reguired for 

new development, 
redevelopment, or 
development in which 
the total sguare footage 
of the proposed 
improvements is more 
than 25 percent of the 
total sguare footage or 
assessed value of the 
existing improvements 
on the subject property. 

Tree Plan I - Minor 
shall be reguired for all 
proposed development 
activities and site 
disturbance for which 
Tree Plan I - Major 
does not aoolv. 

* Tree Plan I and II IS reqUired for any perm1ts that Will result 1n s1te disturbance or 
exceed the compliance requirements in WMC 21.15.020(2\ 

26 



Ordinance No. 478- Attachment 1 

(ii) PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan Ill Tree Plan IV 
1) Tree 0 0 0 0 
Location (Must be surveyed) (Must be surveyed) (If more than 2 trees 

cull. 
2) Tree • Size in DBH 0 0 • Size in DBH 
lnvento[Y • Species • Species 

• General health 
3) Site Plan 0 0 0 0 

(If more than 2 trees 
cull 

4) Planting 0 0 0 0 
Plan 
5) Tree 0 0 0 
protection 
measures 
6) Tree 0 0 0 0 
density 
calculations 
Il 0 0 
Preservation 
and 
maintenance 
aoreement 
8) Other 1) For Tree Plan 1- 1) A propertv owner 
Reguirements Major, assessment by a may remove up to two 

gualified tree significant trees from 
professional shall be their prope[!y within a 
reguired if any 12-month period under 
significant trees are in a Tree Plan IV. There 
reguired yards, within is no limit on the 
1 0 feet of any side number of hazard trees 
propertv line on the that may be removed; 
subject propertv, or however, additional 
within 10 feet of the non-hazard trees may 
building footprint not be cut within the 12-
2) For Tree Plan I - month period if two or 
Minor, the above tree more hazard trees are 
information shall be removed. 
reguired only for trees 2) An arborist report will 
potentially impacted by be reguired, explaining 
proposed development how the tree( s) fit the 
activity, and surveyed criteria in this section, if 
tree locations shall not removal is based on 
be reguired. nuisance or hazard and 
3) For lots from a the nuisance or hazard 
subdivision or short condition is not obvious. 
subdivision, with an A gualified tree 
approved Tree Plan II I, professional that 
the tree information provides the arborist 
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Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan Ill Tree Plan IV 
shall be transferred re~ort for hazard or 
over and the a~~licant nuisance trees shall be 
must com~ly with the certified in tree risk 
a~~licable Tree Plan Ill assessment. 
reguirements. 3) For nuisance or 

hazard trees in critical 
areas or their buffers, 
the ~Ianting ~ian must 
QrDQOSe action to 
mitigate the hazard or 
nuisance in accordance 
to standards set forth in 
this section. 
4) Tree removal on 
undeveloQed ~ro~ertv 
shall be a~~roved only 
for hazard or nuisance 
trees ~ursuant to the 
criteria in this section. 
The tree removal 
exem~tions in WMC 
21.15.030 are not 
applicable to 
undevelo~ed ~ro~ertv. 
5) If the removal 
reguest will result in a 
tree densi!Y below the 
reguired tree densi!Y in 
this section, tree 
re~lacement is reguired 
as set forth in this 
section. 

1) Location of significant trees and their measured driplines and critical root zone, including those on abutting 
property whose driplines extend over subject property. shown on a map. A survey may be required for a Tree Plan I 
where an existing tree would be impacted by potential buildings. 

2) A tree inventory prepared by a qualified tree professional must include: a) a numbering system of existing 
significant trees (with corresponding tags on trees), b) measured driplines, c) size (diameter-at-breast-height), d) 
species and tree status (removed or retained) based on Tree Type criteria in this section for all significant trees. The 
inventory shall include approximate trunk location and measured dripline of significant trees that are on abutting 
property with driplines extending over the subject property line. A report from a qualified tree professional with tree 
risk assessment certification shall accompany the tree inventory, and include: a) an indication, for each tree, of 
whether it is proposed to be retained or removed, based on health, risk of failure and suitability of species: b) limits of 
disturbance around viable trees: c) special instruction for work within their critical root zone: and d) location and type 
of protection measures for these trees, d) species ratings 10-1 00%) according to the most current published edition 
of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant Appraisal". 

28 



Ordinance No. 478 -Attachment 1 

4) For required replacement trees. a planting plan must be submitted showing location. size and species of the new 
trees in accordance to standards set forth in this section. 

5) A description and location of tree protection measures during construction for trees to be retained must be shown 
on demolition. drainage and grading plans. Protection measures must be in accordance with this 21.15.080. 

61 Prior to permit approval. the applicant shall provide a plan showing tree density calculations pursuant to this 
section. retained trees. trees to be removed. and any required supplemental trees to meet the minimum density. 

7) The applicant shall submit a prese!Yation and maintenance agreement pursuant to WMC 21.15.1 00. for approval 
prior to occupancy. recording or final inspection. 

(iii) TREE DENSITY REQUIREMENTS 

Reauirement Tree Plan I Tree Plan II Tree Plan Ill Tree Plan IV 
Tree Densi!Y The minimum tree The minimum tree The minimum tree Tree Plan IV shall 
Requirements densi!Y shall a~~~~ to densi!Y shall a~~~~ to all densi!Y shall a~~~~ to all ~rovide either the lesser 

the site to Tree Plan I - Tree Plan II. Tree Plan Ill. of the minimum tree 
Major. densi!Y or 50% greater 

tree credit than 
Tree Plan 1-Minor shall current!~ exists if the 
~rovide either the lesser site is nonconforming. If 
of the minimum tree the size current!~ has 
densi!Y, or 50% greater zero credits, a total of 
tree credit than 10 credits will be 
currently exists if the required.* 
site is nonconforming. 
If the size current!~ has 
zero credits, a total of 
10 credits will be 
required.* 

* 50 percent greater tree credits: Tree credits currently provided x 1.5 = required tree credits 

(4)Qualified Tree Professional Reports. Reports prepared by a qualified tree professional 
shall contain the following information, unless waived by the City Tree Official. In cases 
where the City Tree Official does not agree with the qualified tree professionals 
determination, the City Tree Official may seek a third party review, to be reimbursed by 
the applicant according to the City's current fee schedule. 
(a) A complete description of each tree's health and viability. If a tree is not viable for 

retention, the reason(s) must be soundly based on health, high risk of failure due to 
structure, defects, unavoidable isolation (windfirmness), or suitability of species and 
for which no reasonable alternative action is possible (pruning, cabling, etc.). The 
impact of necessary tree removal to remaining trees, including those in a grove or on 
adjacent properties, must also be discussed. 

(b) The location of limits of disturbance around all trees potentially impacted by site dis
turbances and any special instructions for work within that protection area (hand-dig
ging, tunneling, root pruning, maximum grade change, etc.). 

(c)For development applications, a discussion of timing and installation of tree protection 
measures that must include fencing and be in accordance with the tree protection 
standards as outlined in this section. 

(d) The suggested location and species of supplemental trees to be used when required. 
The report shall include planting and maintenance specifications pursuant to WMC 
21.15.090 and WMC 21.15.100. 

(5) Tree Plan Review Procedure and Appeals. 

29 



Ordinance No. 478 -Attachment 1 

(a) When an applicant proposes a development activity or project that requires a Tree 
Plan Level I, II or Ill, the tree plan shall be reviewed as part of the applicable permit 
application or process. 

(b) Applicants for a Level IV tree plan must submit a completed permit application on a 
form provided by the City. Within 21 calendar days. the City Tree Official shall review 
the application and either approve. approve with conditions or modifications. deny 
the application. or request additional information. Any decision to deny the 
application shall be in writing along with the reasons for the denial and the appeal 
process 

(c) With respect to Level IV Tree Plans. an applicant may appeal an adverse 
determination to the Hearing Examiner. A written notice of appeal shall be filed with 
the Development Services Department within 14 calendar days following the 
postmark date of distribution of a City Tree Official's decision. The City shall give 
notice of the hearing pursuant to WMC 17.09. The applicant shall have the burden of 
proving that the City Tree Official made an incorrect decision. Based on the Hearing 
Examiner's findings and conclusions, he or she may affirm, reverse or modify the 
decision being appealed. The decision of the Hearing Examiner may be reviewed in 
County Superior Court using the standards set forth in RCW 36. 70C.130. The land 
use petition must be filed within 21 calendar days of the issuance of the final land 
use decision by the Hearing Examiner. 

(6) Tree Plan Review Standards. 
(a) Site Design for Development. Tree retention shall be pursuant to this chapter: 

provided that such tree retention may use the priority trees listed below and may 
apply for alternative compliance under WMC 21.15.040. Tree plans shall comply with 
all other tree retention requirements in the Municipal Code, including but not limited 
to those in WMC 21.24, Critical Areas. 
(i) Tree Retention Standards. 

1 l Based on the Tree Plan information submitted by the applicant. the 
applicant's qualified tree professional, and the City Tree Official's evaluation 
of the trees and proposed development on subject property, the City Tree 
Official will designate each tree as a Type 1, 2 or 3 Tree according to the 
criteria below. The priority shall be that Type 1 trees are preserved as far as 
is practicable. 
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2) Table 2- Tree Types. 

Tvoe 1 Tree Tvoe 2 Tree Tvoe 3 Tree 
A viable tree that is determined to be A viable tree that is to A tree that is either ( 1) 
healthy and windfirm by a qualified be retained if feasible. not viable or (2) is in an 
tree professional, and provided the area where removal is 
trees can be safely retained when unavoidable due to the 
pursuing alternatives to development anticipated 
standards, and meets at least one of development activity. 
these criteria: 
a) Heritage trees; 
b) Specimen trees; 
c) Tree groves and associated 

vegetation that are to be set aside 
as preserved groves pursuant to 
WMC 21.15.1 00; 

d) Wildlife habitat regulated under 
WMC 21.24.410-.440; 

e) Trees in geologically hazardous 
areas as regulated under WMC 
21.24.290-.310; 

f) Trees that are more than 75 years 

g) 

old or have a diameter-at-breast-
height of at least 30 inches; or 
Trees that are a part of a grove that 
extends into abutting property, 
such as in a public park, open 
space, sensitive area buffer or 
otherwise preserved group of trees 
on adjacent private property. If 
significant trees must be removed 
in these situations, an adequate 
buffer of trees may be required to 
be retained or planted on the edge 
of the remaining grove to help 
stabilize the remaining trees. 

3) At the discretion of the City Tree OfficiaL damaged or diseased or standing 
dead trees may be preserved and credited toward the tree preservation 
requirement if demonstrated that such trees will provide important wildlife 
habitat and are not classified as a hazard or nuisance tree. Hazard or 
nuisance trees may be felled to prevent hazardous conditions. 

(ii) Incentives and Variations to Development Standards. In order to retain trees, the 
applicant should pursue provisions in Woodinville's codes that allow development 
standards to be modified. The City Tree Official, Public Works Director, Parks & 
Recreation Director and Fire Marshall may review and recommend to the City 
Council what development standards may be modified to retain existing trees. 

Oii)Additional Variations. In addition to the variations described above. the City Tree 
Official is authorized to require site plan alterations to retain Type 1 trees. Such 
alterations include minor adjustments to the location of building footprints, 
parking, driveways and access ways, and/or walkways, easements or utilities. 
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(b) Nuisance Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment 
certification shall provide documentation that a nuisance tree meets the following 
criteria. The City Tree Official may waive the requirement for such documentation 
when he/she determines that the criteria have clearly been met. 
(i) Tree is causing obvious. physical damage to private or public structures. 

including but not limited to: sidewalk. curb, road, driveway. parking lot. building 
foundation or roof: 

(ii) Tree has been damaged by past maintenance practices that cannot be corrected 
with proper arboricultural practices; 

(iii) Tree is predisposed to fungus diseases. or chronic diseased tree. that would 
require annual spraying: 

(ivl There is overcrowding or overplanting: or 
(v)The problems associated with the tree must be such that they cannot be corrected 

by any other reasonable practice. including but not limited to the following: 
1) Pruning of the crown or roots of the tree. 
2) Small modifications to the site including but not limited to moving a driveway. 

parking lot. patio or sidewalk to alleviate the problem. 
3) Pruning, bracing, or cabling to reconstruct a healthy crown. 

(c) Hazard Tree Criteria. A qualified tree professional with tree risk assessment 
certification shall provide documentation that a hazard tree meets the following 
criteria. The City Tree Official may waive the requirement for such documentation 
when he/she determines that the criteria have clearly been met. 
(i) The tree must have a combination of structural defects and/or disease which 

makes it subject to a high probability of failure and is in proximity to moderate
high frequency of persons or property; and 

(ii) The hazard condition of the tree cannot be lessened with reasonable and proper 
arboricultural practices nor can the persons or property be removed. 

(d) Trees in Critical Areas or Critical Area Buffers. The intent of preserving vegetation in 
and near streams and wetlands and in geologically hazardous areas is to support the 
functions of healthy critical areas and their buffers and/or avoid disturbance of 
geologically hazardous areas (see WMC 21.24). The property owner must submit a 
Level IV Tree Plan to City Development Services Department to trim or fell any tree 
from a critical area or critical area buffer. If a tree is considered a nuisance or hazard 
in a critical area or its buffer. the priority action is to create a "snag" or wildlife tree 
with the subject tree. If creation of a snag is not feasible. then the felled tree shall be 
left in place unless the City Tree Official permits its removal in writing. The felling of 
any tree will require the replanting of an equivalent amount of tree credits in 
conformance with the tree planting requirements of WMC 21.15.070(2) and shall be 
planted in proximity to where the felled tree was located. Selection of native species 
is required. and timing of installation shall be approved by the City Tree Official. If 
more than two trees are removed. the City Tree Official may require an approval 
pursuant to 21.24 regarding alteration of critical areas. 

21.15.070 Tree Densitv. 
(1) Introduction. The requirement to meet m1mmum tree density applies to new 

developments and major redevelopments. and new subdivisions and short subdivisions. 
If such a site falls below the minimum density with existing trees. supplemental planting 
shall be required. A tree density for existing trees to be retained is calculated to 
determine if new trees are required in order to meet the minimum density for the site. 
Supplemental tree location priority is set as well as minimum size of supplemental trees 
to meet the density. 

(2) Tree Density Requirement. 
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(a) Minimum Tree Density Requirement Established. Undeveloped sites and developed 
sites subject to the tree density requirements pursuant to WMC 21.15.020 shall meet 
the required minimum tree density as follows: 
(i) 60 tree credits per acre. except as required under subsection (ii) below 

(ii) Single-family residential lots less than 7.200 square feet and lots in the Central 
Business District shall meet the required minimum tree density of 30 tree credits 
per acre. 

(b) For existing residential subdivisions with Native Growth Protection Easements 
(NGPEl. the tree credits within the NGPE may be counted where the homeowners 
association or owner of the NGPE have determined the number of tree credits that 
exist within the NGPE: the remaining tree credits required for the entire subdivision 
to meet the minimum tree density will be equally divided among the total number of 
lots. Where the tree credits in the NGPE have not been determined. the minimum 
tree density shall apply to each lot within the subdivision. 

(c)The tree density consists of existing trees pursuant to the priority established in this 
section. supplemental trees or a combination of existing and supplemental trees 
pursuant to this section. Existing trees transplanted to an area on the same site shall 
not count toward the required density unless approved by the City Tree Official 
based on transplant specifications provided by a qualified tree professional that will 
ensure a good probability for survival. 

(d) Tree Density Calculation. For the purpose of calculating required minimum tree 
density. City right-of-way. and areas to be dedicated as City right-of-way shall be 
excluded from the lot area used for calculation of tree density. Tree density 
calculation for existing individual trees is calculated by multiplying the tree credits 
based on the diameter at breast height multiplied by the species multiplier: 
(i) Diameter-at-breast-height of the tree shall be measured in inches. The 

measured diameter-at-breast-height shall be its size at the time of measurement. 
except as provided in WMC 21.15.070(2\(fl. 

(ii) The tree credit value that corresponds with diameter-at-breast-height shall be 
found in Table 3. The species multiplier is based on the size of canopy for a 
mature tree of that species. as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List. The 
multipliers shall be as follows: 
1) Tree species that have a canopy of 34 feet or less in diameter at maturity 

(small trees). the multiplier shall be 0. 75: 
2) Tree species that have a canopy of 35 feet to 44 feet in diameter at maturity 

(medium trees). the multiplier shall be 1.0: and 
3) Tree species that have a canopy of 45 feet or greater in diameter at maturity 

(large trees). the multiplier shall be 1.2. 
(iii) Table 3 Tree Density Calculation (diameter-at-breast-height). 
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Diameter-at-
breast-height Total 

(inches) Credit 

From: To: 

1.oQ 2.0 0.25 

2.1 3.7 0.50 

3.8 6.6 0.75 

6.7 10.1 1.25 

10.2 15.2 1.75 

15.3 19.2 2.50 

19.3 23.1 3.25 

23.2 26.0 1 
26.1 29.0 §. 

29.1 32.0 § 

32.1 34.0 z 
34.1 36.0 § 

36.1 39.0 ll. 
39.1 42.0 10 

42.1 46.0 12 

46.1 50.0 14 

50.1 54.0 .12 
54.1 58.0 18 

58.1 62.0 20 

62.1 66.0 22 

;;, 66.1 24 

(e) Supplemental Trees Planted to Meet Minimum Density Requirement. For sites and 
activities requiring a minimum tree density and where the existing trees to be 
retained do not meet the minimum tree density requirement. supplemental trees shall 
be planted to achieve the required minimum tree density. 
(i) Tree Location. In designing a development and in meeting the required minimum 

tree density the trees shall be planted in the following order of priority: 
1) On-Site. The preferred locations for new trees are: 

al In preserved groves. critical areas or their buffers. 
bl Adjacent to stormwater facilities as approved by the Public Works 

Director under WMC 14.09. 
c) Entrance landscaping. traffic islands and other common areas in 

residential subdivisions that have enough area to support a mature tree of 
that species. as listed in the City of Woodinville Plant Species List. 

d) Site perimeter. 
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e) On individual residential building lots. 
2) Off-Site. When room is unavailable for planting the required trees on-site. or 

planting on-site would create nuisance or hazard trees. then they may be 
planted at another City Tree Official approved location in the City. The site 
chosen shall be in the same neighborhood. as designated in the 
Comprehensive Plan. as the subject site whenever possible. 

3) City Tree Fund. When the City Tree Official determines on-site and off-site 
locations are unavailable. then the applicant shall pay an amount of money 
approximating the current market value of the supplemental trees plus an 
additional 50 percent for maintenance. into the City Tree Fund. 

4) Alternative Compliance. If alternative compliance is proposed. the 
requirements of WMC 21.15.040 shall apply. The remaining tree credits 
required shall follow the steps outline above in sections 1 l. 2). and 3). 

(ii) Minimum Size and Tree Density Value for Supplemental Trees. The tree density 
shall be based on Table 3 with the multipliers described. The required minimum 
size of the supplemental tree shall be 2" diameter-at-breast-height trees for 
deciduous and evergreen trees. The installation and maintenance shall be pur
suant to WMC 21.15.090 and WMC 21.15.100 respectively. 

(iiilTree Species for Supplemental Trees. The tree species chosen for supplemental 
trees shall either be trees of the same mix of species as the canopy that has 
been removed. or native species as listed in the Woodinville Plant Species List. 
Replacement trees shall be a mix of species. 

(f) Incentive for Planting a Mix of Native Species. The applicant has the option of 
choosing to plant a mix of native species and planting selected species to avoid 
overplanting. For those species identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List with 
5-year growth rates. and where a 2" diameter-at breast-height tree is planted. those 
trees shall be allowed to count the credit of the tree after the 51

h year of growth. This 
means that if the tree is 2" at the time of planting. but will be 8" after a 5-year period. 
that tree will be eligible for the 8" diameter-at-breast-height tree credit at the time of 
planting. 
(i) For those applications that utilize this incentive. and are subject to a Tree Plan II 

or Ill. the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual 
monitoring to be completed by the arborist who completed the initial report. 
Monitoring shall consist of a site visit with the City Tree Official. determination of 
corrective actions or additional plantings necessary to meet the tree credits. and 
a report on the findings for that year. The annual monitoring requirements shall 
be completed within thirty days of the anniversary of the date of issuance of the 
certificate of occupancy. final inspection or final approval of a subdivision or short 
subdivision. 

Oil For those applications that utilize this incentive. and are subject to a Tree Plan I 
or IV. the required five year maintenance period shall also include annual 
monitoring. to be completed by the applicant. Monitoring shall consist of a site 
visit with the City Tree Official. and determination of corrective actions or 
additional plantings necessary to meet the tree credits. The annual monitoring 
requirements shall be completed within thirty days of the anniversary of the date 
of issuance of the certificate of occupancy. final inspection or final approval. 

(g) Incentive for Preserving Existing Trees. Where a qualified tree professional has 
determined that an existing tree will be capable of long-term survival. the City Tree 
Official may authorize credit against the permit fee. if the tree is retained and 
survives the five-year maintenance period. 
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21.15.080 Tree Protection During Construction. 
(1) Introduction. The importance of effective protection of retained trees and the understorv 

of trees during construction is emphasized with specific protection standards in the last 
part of this section. These standards must be adhered to and included on demolition. 
grading and building plans as necessary. 

(2) Tree Protection during Development Activity. Prior to development activity or initiating 
tree removal on the site. vegetated areas. groves and individual trees to be preserved 
shall be protected from potentially damaging activities pursuant to the following 
standards. A meeting on-site between the City Tree Official. or designee and the 
contractor shall be held to determine that these standards have been met. prior to site 
disturbance. 
(a) Protected Area. A protected area shall be established that shall be measured to 

include the area five (5) feet beyond the dripline of all retained trees. 
(b) Placing Materials near Trees. No person may conduct any activity within the 

protected area of any tree designated to remain. including. but not limited to. 
operating or parking equipment. placing solvents. storing building material or soil 
deposits. or dumping concrete washout or other chemicals. During construction. no 
person shall attach any object to any tree designated for protection. 

(c) Protective Barrier. Prior to any development. land clearing. filling or any land 
alteration. the applicant shall: 
(i) Erect and maintain readily visible temporary protective fencing along the limits of 

disturbance which completely surrounds the protected area of all retained trees 
or groups of trees and their understory. Fences shall be constructed of chain link 
and be at least four feet high, unless other type of fencing is authorized by the 
City Tree Official. 

(ii) Install highly visible signs spaced no further than 15 feet along the entirety of the 
protective tree fence. Said sign must be approved by the City Tree Official and 
shall state at a minimum "Tree Protection Area. Entrance Prohibited" and provide 
the City phone number for code enforcement to report violations. 

(iii) Prohibit excavation or compaction of earth or other potentially damaging activities 
within the barriers: provided. that the City Tree Official may allow such activities 
approved by and under the supervision of a qualified tree professional retained 
and paid for by the applicant. 

(iv) Maintain the protective barriers in place until the City Tree Official authorizes 
their removal. which shall not be prior to completion of major site development. 

(v) Ensure that any approved landscaping done in the protected area subsequent to 
the removal of the barriers shall be accomplished with light machinery or hand 
labor. 

(vi) In addition to the above. the City Tree Official may require the following as site 
conditions require: 
1) If equipment is authorized to operate within the critical root zone. the areas 

adjoining the critical root zone of a tree shall be covered with mulch to a 
depth of at least six inches. or with plywood. metal or similar material in order 
to protect roots from damage caused by heavy equipment. 

2) Minimize root damage by excavating a two-foot-deep trench. at edge of 
critical root zone. to cleanly sever the roots of trees to be retained. 

3) Corrective pruning performed on protected trees in order to avoid damage 
from machinery or building activity. 

4) Maintenance of trees throughout construction period by watering. 
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(dl Grade. 
(i) The grade shall not be elevated or reduced within the critical root zone of trees to 

be preserved without the City Tree Official's authorization based on 
recommendations from a qualified tree professional. The City Tree Official may 
allow coverage of up to one half of the area of the tree's critical root zone with 
light soils (no clay) to the minimum depth necessarv to carry out grading or 
landscaping plans, if it will not imperil the survival of the tree. Aeration devices 
may be required to ensure the tree's survival. 

(iil If the grade adjacent to a preserved tree is raised such that it could slough or 
erode into the tree's critical root zone, it shall be permanently stabilized to 
prevent suffocation of the roots. 

(iii) The applicant shall not install an impervious surface within the critical root zone 
of any tree to be retained without the authorization of the City Tree Official. 
Alternatives to installing impervious surface within the critical root zone, such as 
a meandered sidewalk or shifting improvements. shall be considered prior to 
approval of installation of impervious surface within the critical root zone. The 
City Tree Official may require specific construction methods and/or use of 
aeration devices to ensure the tree's survival and to minimize the potential for 
root-induced damage to the impervious surface. 

(ivl Utility trenches should be located outside of the critical root zone of Type 1 trees. 
If utilities must be placed within the critical root zone, the applicants qualified tree 
professional shall establish to the satisfaction of the City Tree Official that the 
design will adequately support the long-term viability of the trees. 

(vl Trees and other vegetation to be retained shall be protected from erosion and 
sedimentation. Clearing operations shall be conducted so as to expose the 
smallest practical area of soil to erosion for the least possible time. To control 
erosion, it is encouraged that shrubs. ground cover and stumps be maintained on 
the individual lots, where feasible. 

(e) Directional Felling. Directional felling of trees shall be used to avoid damage to trees 
designated for retention. Any trees designated for preservation. per the approved 
tree plan, that are significantly damaged or destroyed during felling of trees approved 
for removal , shall be replaced per section WMC 21.15.070(2). 

(f) Additional Requirements. The City Tree Official may require additional tree protection 
measures that are consistent with accepted urban forestry industry practices. 

21.15.090 Installation Standards for Required Tree Plantings 
(1 l All required trees shall be installed according to sound horticultural practices in a manner 

designed to encourage quick establishment and healthy plant growth. All required trees 
shall be installed in the ground and not in above-ground containers. When an applicant 
proposes to locate a subterranean structure under required trees that appears to be at 
grade. the applicant will: (1) provide site-specific documentation prepared by a qualified 
expert to establish that the design will adequately support the long-term viability of the 
required trees; and (2) enter into an agreement with the City, in a form acceptable to the 
City Attorney, indemnifving the City from any damage resulting from development 
activity on the subject property which is related to the physical condition of the property. 
The applicant shall record this agreement with the County Recorders Office. 

(2) Compliance. It is the applicant's responsibility to show that the proposed tree plan 
complies with the regulations of this chapter. 

(3) Timing. All trees shall be installed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or 
plat recording, except that the installation of any required tree may be deferred during 
the summer months to the next planting season. but never for more than six months. 
Deferred installation shall be secured with a performance security pursuant to WMC 
15.42 or 20.06 prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording. 
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(4) Grading. Berms shall not exceed a slope of two horizontal feet to one vertical foot (2:1). 
(5) Soil Specifications. Soils in planting areas shall have adequate porosity to allow root 

growth. Soils which have been compacted to a density greater than one and three-tenths 
grams per cubic centimeters shall be loosened to increase aeration to a minimum depth 
of 24 inches or to the depth of the largest plant root ball. whichever is greater. Imported 
topsoils shall be tilled into existing soils to prevent a distinct soil interface from forming. 
After soil preparation is completed. motorized vehicles shall be kept off to prevent 
excessive compaction and underground pipe damage. The organic content of soils in 
any planting area shall be as necessary to provide adequate nutrient and moisture
retention levels for the establishment of plantings. 

(6) Tree Selection. 
(a) Tree selection shall be consistent with the City of Woodinville Plant Species List or 

the Critical Area Plant List if within a critical area or buffer. which is produced by the 
City's Development Services Department and available at City Hall. 

(b) Trees shall be selected and sited to produce a hardy and drought-resistant 
landscape area. Selection shall consider soil type and depth, the amount of 
maintenance required, spacing, exposure to sun and wind, the slope and contours of 
the site. and compatibility with existing native vegetation preserved on the site. 
Preservation of existing vegetation is strongly encouraged. 

(c) Prohibited Materials. Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List 
are prohibited for required tree plantings. Additionally, there are other plants that may 
not be used if identified in the Woodinville Plant Species List as potentially damaging 
to sidewalks, roads. underground utilities, drainage improvements. foundations, or 
when not provided with enough growing space. 

(d) All trees shall conform to American Association of Nurserymen (AAN) grades and 
standards as published in the "American Standard for Nursery Stock" manual. 

(e) Trees shall meet the minimum size standards established in other sections of the 
WMC. 

(f) Multiple-stemmed trees may be permitted as an option to single-stemmed trees 
provided that such multiple-stemmed trees are at least 10 feet in height and that they 
are approved by the City Tree Official prior to installation. 

(7) Fertilization. Fertilization of trees planted shall be by special approval of the City Tree 
Official only. 

(8) Irrigation. Irrigation shall be required for any tree planting completed pursuant to this 
section. The intent of this standard is to ensure that plants will survive the critical 
establishment period when they are most vulnerable due to lack of watering. All required 
plantings must provide an irrigation system, using either Option 1, 2, or 3 or a 
combination of those options. For each option irrigation shall be designed to conserve 
water by using the best management techniques available. These techniques may 
include. but not be limited to: drip irrigation to minimize evaporation loss. moisture 
sensors to prevent irrigation during rainy periods, automatic controllers to insure proper 
duration of watering. sprinkler head selection and spacing designed to minimize 
overspray, and separate zones for turf and shrubs and for full sun exposure and shady 
areas to meet watering needs of different sections of the trees. Exceptions. as approved 
by the City Tree Official, to the irrigation requirement may be approved xeriscape (i.e .. 
low water usage plantings), plantings approved for low impact development techniques, 
established indigenous plant materiaL or where natural appearance is acceptable or 
desirable to the City. However, those exceptions will require temporary irrigation (Option 
2 and/or 3) until established. 
(a) Option 1. A permanent built-in irrigation system with an automatic controller designed 

and certified by a licensed landscape architect as part of the tree plan. 
(b) Option 2. An irrigation system designed and certified by a licensed landscape 

architect as part of the tree plan, which provides sufficient water to ensure that the 
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plants will become established. The system does not have to be permanent if the 
plants chosen can survive adequately on their own. once established. 

(c) Option 3. Irrigation by hand. If the applicant chooses this option. an inspection will 
be completed by city staff one year after plat recording or certificate of occupancy to 
ensure that the trees have become established. Corrective actions pursuant to WMC 
21.15.100 may be required at the time of the one year inspection. 

(9) Drainage. All planted areas shall have adequate drainage. either through natural 
percolation or through an installed drainage system. A percolation rate of one-half inch 
of water per hour is acceptable. 

(1 O)Mulch. 
(a) Required plantings shall be covered with two inches or more of organic mulch to 

minimize evaporation and runoff. Mulch shall consist of materials such as yard 
waste. sawdust. and/or manure that are fully composted. 

(b) All mulches used in planter beds shall be kept at least six inches away from the 
trunks of shrubs and trees. 

(11\Protection. All required trees must be protected from potential damage by adjacent uses 
and development. including parking and storage areas. Protective devices such as 
bollards. wheel stops. trunk guards, root guards. etc .. shall be required as needed to 
protect required trees. 

21.15.100 Tree Maintenance Requirements 
(1) The following maintenance requirements apply to all trees the City requires to be planted 

or preserved for projects subject to Tree Plan Ill and Tree Plan II: 
(a) Responsibility for Regular Maintenance. Required trees shall be considered as 

elements of the project in the same manner as parking, building materials. 
landscaping. fences. walls, and other site details. The applicant. landowner. or 
successors in interest shall be responsible for the regular maintenance of required 
trees. Trees that die and are removed shall be replaced in kind by the property 
owner. The timing of the replacement planting shall be determined by the City Tree 
Official and a qualified tree professional. 

(b) Maintenance Duration. Maintenance shall be ensured in the following manner except 
as set forth in subsections (c) and (d) of this section: 
(i) All required trees shall be maintained throughout the life of the development. 

Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or plat recording, the proponent 
shall provide a final as-built tree plan and an agreement to maintain and replace 
all trees that are required by the City. 

(ii) Any existing tree. tree designated for preservation. or planted tree shall be 
maintained for a period of five years following issuance of the certificate of 
occupancy or plat recording for the individual lot or development. A maintenance 
guarantee pursuant to WMC 15.42 or 20.06 shall be secured to ensure the 
maintenance. 

(c) Maintenance of Preserved Grove. Any applicant who has a grove of trees identified 
for preservation on an approved tree plan pursuant to WMC 21.15.060 shall provide 
prior to occupancy or plat recording the legal instrument acceptable to the City to 
ensure preservation of the grove and associated vegetation in perpetuity, except that 
the agreement may be extinguished if the City Tree Official determines that 
preservation is no longer appropriate. 

(d) Non-Native Invasive and Noxious Plants. It is the responsibility of the property owner 
to remove non-native invasive plants and noxious plants from the vicinity of any tree 
or other vegetation that the City has required to be planted or retained. Removal 
must be performed in a manner that will not harm the tree or other vegetation that 
the City has required to be planted or protected. 
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(e) Pesticides. Herbicides. and Fertilizer. The use of pesticides. herbicides or fertilizer 
shall be by special approval of the City Tree Official only. 

(2) Tree Plans and Utility Plans. Tree plans and utility plans shall be coordinated. In general. 
the placement of trees should adjust to the location of required utility routes both above 
and below ground. Location of trees shall be based on the plant's mature size both 
above and below ground. See the Woodinville Plant Species List for additional 
standards. 

(3) Tree Pruning. Topping or pruning to the extent that would constitute tree removal as 
defined in WMC 21.06 is not allowed. If a required tree smaller than six inches in 
diameter-at-breast-height is topped. it must be replaced pursuant to the standards in 
WMC 21.15.120. If a tree six inches or larger in diameter-at-breast-height is topped, the 
property owner may be subject to enforcement actions pursuant to WMC 21.15.120. 
Trees may be windowed or limbed up using best management practices. This method 
of tree pruning shall maintain the health of the tree. 

21.15.110 Prohibited Vegetation 
(1) Plants listed as prohibited in the Woodinville Plant Species List shall not be planted in 

the City. 
(2) The adopted King County Noxious Weed List, as amended, is hereby adopted by 

reference. Plants on this List shall not be planted in the City. 

21.15.120 Enforcement and Penalties 
(1) Intent. These enforcement and penalty provisions have several purposes. First, they are 

intended to discourage damage or removal of significant trees above and beyond what is 
permitted under this chapter. Second, these enforcement and penalty provisions are 
intended to provide complete and effective restoration of areas in which violations of this 
chapter occur. Finally, these regulations are intended to provide a clear and efficient 
process for addressing violations of this chapter. 

The City may utilize one or more of several remedies when responding to violations of 
this chapter. In almost all cases where a violation has occurred. the City will issue a civil 
citation that describes the nature of the violation, the actions necessary to remedy the 
violation, and the amount of any civil penalty, among other things. If the acts that 
constitute a violation appear to be ongoing. the City may also issue a notice of cease 
and desist. Failure to adhere to a notice to cease and desist will result in imposition of 
additional civil penalties. If there is a pending development or building permit, the City 
may also issue a stop work order or withhold issuance of permit approval or a certificate 
of occupancy. Finally, additional fines may be imposed if a violator does not follow 
through in a timely manner with restoration work or other compliance issues. 

(2) General Requirements. 
(a) Enforcement shall be conducted in accordance with procedures set forth in WMC 

1.06. Special enforcement provisions related to tree conservation are set forth below. 
To the extent there is a conflict between the provisions of this section and WMC 
1.06, this section shall control. 

(b) Voluntary compliance is the preferred method of enforcement. The following 
remedies should only be pursued when a violator is not voluntarily complying with 
the restoration requirements or other requirements are stipulated by the Code 
Enforcement Officer or City Tree Official. 

(3) Authority. It shall be the duty of the City Tree Official. or designee, to administer the 
provisions of this chapter. The City Tree Official shall have authority to enforce and carry 
out the provisions of this chapter. 

(4) Cease and Desist. The City Tree Official. or designee, may issue a notice to cease and 
desist using the procedure set forth in WMC if the City Tree Official finds that a violation 
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of this code has occurred. Continued illegal tree activity following issuance of a cease 
and desist from the City for the tree activity shall result in fines of $1.000 per day of 
continued activity. 

(5) Stop Work Order. If a violation of this chapter or an approved tree plan occurs on 
property on which work is taking place pursuant to a City of Woodinville development or 
building permit. the City Tree Official. or designee. may suspend some or all of the work 
as appropriate through issuance of a stop work order. The City Tree Official. or 
designee. shall remove the stop work order when the City Tree Official determines that 
the violation has been corrected or when the City Tree Official has reached an 
agreement with the violator regarding rectification of the violation. Any stop work order 
issued under this section may be appealed using the procedures set forth in WMC 2.30. 

(6) Civil Citation and Penalty. The City's Code Enforcement Officer shall notify a person who 
violates this chapter by issuance of a civil citation. pursuant to the procedures in WMC 
1.06.060. The civil citation shall contain the following in addition to that required in WMC 
1.06.060: 
(a) A statement of the restoration action required to be taken to correct the violation as 

determined by the City Tree Official: 
(b)A statement that the person to whom the civil citation is issued must correct the 

violation through restoration described in subsection (8) of this section and may pay 
the civil penalty or may appeal the civil citation as provided in this section. 

(7) Civil Penalty. 
(a) A person who fails to comply with the requirements of this chapter or the terms of a 

permit issued hereunder, who undertakes an activity regulated by this chapter 
without obtaining a permit. or fails to comply with a cease and desist or stop work 
order issued under this chapter shall also be subject to a civil penalty as set forth in 
Table 4. Each unlawfully removed or damaged tree shall constitute a separate 
violation. 

(b) Any person who aids or abets in the violation shall be considered to have committed 
a violation for purposes of the civil penalty. 

(c) The amount of the penalty shall be assessed in accordance with Table 4. The City 
Tree Official may elect not to seek penalties if he or she determines that the 
circumstances do not warrant imposition of civil penalties in addition to restoration. 

(d) Table 4- Penalties. 

Types of Violations 
Allowable Fines 

per Violation 

1. Removal of tree(s) approved to be removed, but prior to final tree 
~1,000 per tree plan apQroval or issuance of a City tree removal permit 

2. Removal or damage of tree(s) that are or would be shown to be 
retained on an approved tree plan or any other violation of approved ~1,000 per tree 
tree protection plan 

3. Removal of tree(s) without apQiying for or obtaining a required 
~1,000 per tree City permit 

(8) Tree Restoration. 
(a) Violators of this chapter or of a permit issued there under shall be responsible for 

restoring unlawfully damaged areas in conformance with a plan, approved by the 
City Tree Official. which provides for repair of any environmental and property 
damage, and restoration of the site: and which results in a site condition that, to the 
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greatest extent practical. equals the site condition that would have existed in the 
absence of the violation(s). In cases where the violator intentionally or knowingly 
violated this chapter or has committed previous violations of this chapter. restoration 
costs. at the discretion of the City Tree Official. may be based on the City-appraised 
tree value of the subject trees in which the violation occurred. utilizing the industrv 
standard trunk formula method in the current edition of "Guide for Plant Appraisal". If 
diameter of removed tree is unknown. determination of the diameter size shall be 
made by the City Tree Official by comparing size of stump and species to similar 
trees in similar growing conditions. The amount of costs above the approved 
restoration plan will be paid into the City Tree Fund. 

(b l Restoration Plan Standards. The restoration plan shall be in accordance to the 
following standards: 
(i) The number of trees required to be planted is equal to the number of tree credits 

of illegally removed trees according to Table 3. 
liil The minimum size for a tree planted for restoration shall be as required under 

WMC 21.15.070(2). 
(iii) In the event the violators cannot restore the unlawfully removed or damaged trees 

due to current or future development activity or other site conditions as 
determined by the City Tree Official. the violators shall make payment to the City 
Tree Fund. Unless otherwise determined to base the restoration costs on 
appraised value. the amount paid will be the City's unit cost for a restoration tree 
multiplied by the number of outstanding tree credits plus 50 percent for 
maintenance. The City's unit cost is based on the current market cost of 
purchase. installation and five-year maintenance for a minimum-sized tree for 
restoration. 

(iv) The restoration plan shall include a maintenance plan and an agreement or 
security to ensure survival and maintenance of restoration trees for a three-year 
period unless the violation was on a site with an approved tree plan in which 
case. the maintenance period is five years. 

(9) Failure to Restore or Pay Fines. 
(a) Prohibition of Further Approvals. The City shall not approve any application for a 

subdivision, short subdivision, or any other development permit or approval. or issue 
a certificate of occupancy for property on which a violation of this chapter has 
occurred until the violation is cured by restoration or other means accepted by the 
City Tree Official and by payment of any penalty imposed for the violation. 

(b) Fines. A property owner or occupant who fails to restore or otherwise cure property 
on which a violation of this chapter has occurred shall be assessed a fine of $1.000 
per day for each day that restoration is incomplete. Prior to assessing fines under 
this subsection, the City shall issue a written notice to the property owner or that 
restoration has not been completed. The notice shall include the following 
information: (1) a description of the nature of the violation: (2) a description of what 
actions are required to bring the property into compliance: and (3) a date by which 
compliance shall be required (the "compliance date"). The compliance date shall be 
no less than 30 days from the date the notice is served on the property owner or 
occupant. If the property owner or occupant does not. in the determination of the City 
Tree Official. bring the property into compliance by the compliance date, then the 
City may issue an order imposing $1.000 per day fines at any time after the com
pliance date. The fines shall continue to accrue until the violation has been certified 
to be corrected by the City Tree Official. The property owner or occupant may appeal 
the order imposing fines to the Hearing Examiner using the procedures set forth in 
subsection 10 of this section. 

(1 Q)Appeal to Hearing Examiner. 
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(a) A person to whom a civil citation or order imposing fines is directed may appeal the 
civil citation. including the determination that a violation exists and/or the amount of 
any monetary penalty imposed. to the Hearing Examiner. 

(b) A person may appeal the civil citation or order imposing fines by filing an appeal with 
the Development Services Department within 14 calendar days of the date of service 
of the civil citation or order imposing fines. 

(c) Fines that accrue on a daily basis shall continue to accrue while an appeal is 
pending and shall not be reduced unless the Hearing Examiner determines that the 
alleged violation did not occur or makes written findings of fact supporting good 
cause for making a reduction in the accrued fines pending a decision on the appeal. 

(d) If both a civil citation and an order to cease and desist have been issued in the same 
case. and both the civil citation and the order to cease and desist have been 
appealed. the appeals shall be consolidated for hearing. 

(e) The Development Services Department shall give notice of the hearing to the 
appellants at least 15 calendar days prior to the hearing. pursuant to WMC 
17.17.040. 

(f) The Hearing Examiner shall conduct a hearing on the appeal pursuant to the rules of 
procedure provided for in the Administrative Procedures Act (Chapter 34.05 RCW). 
the Woodinville Municipal Code, and in accordance with any rules for hearings 
promulgated by the Hearing Examiner. The City and the appellant may participate as 
parties in the hearing and each may call witnesses. The City shall have the burden of 
proof by a preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred. 

(11) Hearing Examiner Decision. 
(a) The Hearing Examiner shall determine whether the City has proven by a 

preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred and shall affirm. vacate. 
suspend. or modify the amount of any monetary penalty imposed by the civil citation. 
with or without written conditions. consistent with this chapter and the determination 
of whether or not a violation has occurred. 

(b) In the event that the Hearing Examiner determines that a violation has occurred. the 
Hearing Examiner shall also consider the following in making a decision: (1) whether 
the appeal is frivolous or intended to delay compliance: (2) whether the appellant 
exercised reasonable and timely effort to comply with applicable development 
regulations: and (3) any other relevant factors. 

(c) The Development Services Department shall mail a copy of the Hearing Examiner 
decision to the appellant. by certified mail. postage prepaid. return receipt requested. 

(d) The decision of the Hearing Examiner may be reviewed in County Superior Court 
using the standards set forth in RCW 36. 70C.130. The land use petition must be filed 
within 21 calendar days of the issuance of the final land use decision by the Hearing 
Examiner. 
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WMC 21.46.030 Criteria for Zoning Code Amendments 

Pursuant to the City of Woodinville Municipal Code (WMC) Chapter 17, amendments to 
the Zoning Code must be recommended by the Planning Commission to the City 
Council for adoption. The amendments must meet the criteria, as follows: 

1. The amendment is consistent with the purposes of the Comprehensive Plan. 

a. The proposed Amendments provide consistency with the Growth Management Act 
and amend the zoning code to further implement the Comprehensive Plan. 

b. The proposed tree protection amendments will further several goals of the 
comprehensive plan, by providing regulations that aim to maintain, enhance and 
expand the existing tree canopy coverage of the City of Woodinville. 

c. The Northwest woodland character is an important component to the Woodinville 
Comprehensive Plan. The proposed amendments will further the goals and policies 
related to Northwest woodland character by encouraging the retention of existing 
trees, and requiring additional trees on those site that do not meet the tree density 
requirements. 

d. The City will have an opportunity to further educate citizens, students, and 
businesses on the benefits of trees and their value in Woodinville. 

e. The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is furthered by the proposed amendments 
through the requirements for: 
i. Tree canopy coverage goals. 
ii. Tree health information by a qualified professional based on specific criteria. 
iii. Standardized, consistent permitting. 
iv. Alternative compliance methods, including off-site plantings, payment into a City 

tree fund, and/or alternative building methods. 
f. The following Comprehensive Plan goals and policies support the adoption of these 

amendments: 
i. LU-1: To guide the City's population growth in a manner that maintains or 

improves Woodinville's quality of life, environmental attributes, and Northwest 
woodland character. 

ii. LU-1.1: Preserve the character of existing neighborhoods in Woodinville while 
accommodating the state's 20-year growth forecasts for Woodinville. 

iii. LU-3.2: Preserve the existing natural environment of Woodinville's 
neighborhoods. 

iv. ED-2.2: Protect the beauty of the natural environment to maintain a community 
where residents want to live and work. 

v. CD-1: To promote an image of a visually cohesive community to residents and 
visitors. 

vi. CD-2: To maintain the Northwest woodland character and heritage of 
Woodinville. 

vii. CD-2.5: Require development to retain existing significant vegetation, where 
feasible, through regulations in the Woodinville Municipal Code. 

viii. CD-2.1 0: Provide opportunities for public education on the value of trees, 
including their environmental, aesthetic and visual qualities and benefits. 

ix. ENV-6: To promote the preservation of Northwest woodland character. 
g. The City adopted the Community Urban Forestry Plan in 1998. While the entire plan 

supports the adoption of the proposed amendments, the following goals and policies 
are especially important when looking at changes to tree-related regulations: 
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i. CUF-1.3: Establish tree and plant retention regulations for development that are 
flexible and provide options while ensuring the preservation and enhancement of 
the community urban forest. 

ii. CUF-2: To work towards no net loss of the overall community urban forest cover; 
in the long term, measureable gain. 

iii. CUF-2.1: Maintain the existing canopy cover and work towards an attainable 
canopy cover increase. 

iv. CUF-5: To encourage tree and vegetation planting that increases environmental 
benefits including energy savings, noise reduction, cleaner air and water, and 
protection from the elements. 

v. CUF-5.3: Require site design measures that include tree and plant retention or 
replacement that saves energy, serves as a noise reducing buffer, enhances 
cleaner air, reduced and cleans water runoff, and protects structures and people 
from the elements. 

vi. CUF-5.5: Provide for effective coordination and compliance of land clearing and 
development with other applicable City development standards including, but not 
limited to, building, zoning, subdivision, sensitive area, grading, landscaping, tree 
preservation, stormwater, erosion control and street design. 

vii. CUF-7: To achieve a sustainable community urban forest through diversity of 
species and ages to safeguard the forest's overall health and to enhance scenic 
beauty. 

viii. CUF-7.1: In all incentives and regulations, strongly favor preservation over 
replanting. 

ix. CUF-7.2: Require tree and plant minimum replacement standards that over time 
will provide an equal or greater value to the community urban forest. 

x. CUF-7.4: Encourage and require tree and plant species diversity by promoting 
the "Required Tree Species List" and an approved "Landscape Plant List". 

xi. CUF-1 0.2: Require tree and plant retention in all new residential development. 
xii. CUF-13.2: Require planting of trees and plants near all new commercial and 

industrial buildings and associated paved areas. 
xiii. CUF-14: To select appropriate trees and plants for retention and planting at the 

time of development, including native species. 
xiv. CUF-14.3: Require developers to enlist the services of an appropriate qualified 

professional, i.e. certified arborist, landscape designer or landscape architect 
during site design, during site work, tree and plant retention and installation to 
ensure property methods are used for projects other than an individual single 
family residence. 

xv. CUF14.4: Develop tree and other vegetation planting standards that include 
proper site preparation methods and appropriate bonding provisions for required 
landscaping. 

xvi. CUF-16: To preserve and enhance a distinctive tree canopy on the valley walls of 
the City. 

2. The amendment is consistent with the purposes of this title (Zoning Code). 

a. The amendments are consistent with the general purposes of the Zoning Code. The 
amendments will add code language and modify definitions that will result in better 
land use decisions and more effective application of development regulations. 

b. Through creation of the Tree Board, participation in the Tree City USA program, 
adoption of the Community Urban Forestry Plan, participation in Arbor Day events, 
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c. restoration of the Sammamish River, the community has stated that Woodinville has 
a public interest in the protection, enhancement and maintenance of our trees. 

d. The public health, safety and welfare is served by the proposed amendments by 
providing incentives for the retention of existing trees, provisions for hazardous or 
nuisance trees, alternative compliance methods, and standardized, consistent 
permitting. 

e. The benefits of trees, which are spelled out under criteria 3, provide economic, social 
and aesthetic advantages to the City. The development standards will provide one 
tool to achieve the City's tree canopy goals. The proposed amendments will be the 
property owners, and developer's portion of providing for tree canopy coverage in the 
City of Woodinville. Along with other City programs, all citizens, visitors and 
business owners will benefit from the proposed regulations. 

3. The benefit or avoided cost to the public health, safety and welfare is sufficient to 
warrant the action. 

a. The proposed amendments are expected to have positive impacts on public health, 
safety, and welfare. 

b. The proposed amendments are an implementing tool of the Community Urban 
Forestry Plan, and are one instrument to achieving the goals and polices within this 
plan. 

c. The purpose of the proposed amendments, in WMC 21.15.010, includes the 
following, which will further the public health, safety and welfare: 
i. The many benefits of healthy trees and vegetation contribute to Woodinville's 

quality of life by: 
a. Minimizing the adverse impacts of land disturbing activities and 

impervious surfaces such as runoff, soil erosion, land instability, 
sedimentation and pollution of waterways, thus reducing the public and 
private costs for stormwater control/treatment and utility maintenance; 

b. Improving the air quality by absorbing air pollutants, assimilating carbon 
dioxide and generating oxygen; 

c. Providing cost-effective protection from severe weather conditions with 
cooling effects in the summer months and insulating effects in winter; 

d. Providing visual relief and screening buffers; 
e. Providing recreational benefits; 
f. Providing habitat, cover, food supply, and corridors for a diversity of fish 

and wildlife; and 
g. Providing economic benefit by enhancing local property values and 

contributing to the region's natural beauty, aesthetic character, and 
livability of the community. 

d. The intent of the of the proposed amendments, will further the public health, safety 
and welfare by including provisions that will: 
ii. Maintain and enhance canopy coverage provided by native trees for their 

benefits; 
iii. Preserve and enhance the City of Woodinville's environmental, economic, and 

community character with mature landscapes; 
iv. Promote site planning, building, and development practices that work to avoid 

removal or destruction of native trees, groves of trees, and the understory of 
trees and that avoid unnecessary disturbance to the City's natural vegetation; 

v. Mitigate the consequences of required tree removal in land development through 
on- and off-site native tree replacement with the goals of halting loss and 
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vi. enhancing Woodinville's tree canopy to achieve an overall healthy tree canopy 
cover of 40 percent city-wide over time; 

vii. Encourage tree retention efforts by allowing flexibility with respect to certain other 
development requirements; 

viii. Implement the goals and objectives of the City's Comprehensive Plan; 
ix. Implement the goals and objectives of the State Environmental Policy Act 

(SEPA). 
e. The City of Woodinville is a Tree City USA, and is committed to increasing 

recognition and education on the benefits and importance of the City's tree canopy 
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