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City seeks to resolve Brightwater seismic concerns

While some perceive the seismic concerns raised by qualified experts are a ruse
to stop the construction of a major essential public facility project, the City of
Woodinville wishes to ensure its citizens that the safety of the Brightwater facility

is paramount.

We understand the County’s view that construction of the Brightwater facility is in
the public interest and that the County has confidence in the seismic analyses it
has obtained to date. At the same time, we cannot ignore the concerns of
qualified experts including the United Stated Geological Survey (USGS). Due
diligence requires that we pursue every avenue to ensure the safety of our

citizens.

It is in this context that the City has invoked the dispute resolution process,
required under section 10 of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), signed by
both parties as well as the Development Agreement with Snohomish County,
upon which King County states the MOA depends. To date, the County has
declined to participate in the dispute resolution process required by the MOA to
expeditiously resolve serious issues with the help of a neutral third party
facilitator in a non-confrontational manner. Instead, the County has taken to
impugning Dr. Robert Yeats personally claiming that he is “not an unbiased
authority on these matters”. This approach only aggravates concerns that the
County lacks confidence in the merits of its own seismic review. Dr. Yeats is an
internationally recognized expert on the very seismic issues which have arisen
concerning Brightwater, including ones on which further study was required by
the County’s own hearing examiner. If Dr. Yeats is nevertheless “biased” and his
opinions must be discounted, then shouldn’t the same standard be applied to the

County’s seismic experts?
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The City fully understands the County’'s commitment to the Brightwater project.
However, comments by respected experts (Dr. Yeats and the USGS) suggest
that it could be disastrous to discount apparent warning signs. In that vein, the
City strongly disagrees with the County’s recent closed approach: barring State
geological experts from the site; refusing to collect data necessary for an
informed analysis of seismic rupture risk; and pursuing litigation to prevent its
own hearing examiner from reviewing the adequacy of the County’s

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on seismic issues.

The point of the City/County discussions on seismic issues should be to conduct
due diligence to develop a level of understanding among all parties on the
meaning of the available data and determine what additional data should be
gathered, rather than to attack the data’s various interpreters. This is why the
City included among its proposed mediators Lloyd S. Cluff, who has an
international reputation for assisting parties in resolving seismic concerns such

as those raised by the additional seismic findings on the Highway 9 site.

The City’s goal is not to “stop Brightwater,” but rather, to perform due diligence
such that all elected officials, whether City or County, can look their constituents
in the eye and confidently state that all necessary data was gathered and all
legitimate concerns were addressed. We are not yet convinced that this has

occurred.

Cathy Von Wald, Mayor
City of Woodinville
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