
King County 
Wastewater Treatment Division 
Department of 
Natural Resources and Parks 

King Street Center 
201 South Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104-3855 

March 27,2006 

The Honorable Cathy VonWald 
Mayor, City of Woodinville 
17301 - 133rd Avenue NE, 
Woodinville, WA 98072-8534 

Dear Mayor VonWald: 

Thank you for your letter dated March 7,2006, regarding Brightwater wastewater treatment 
facility seismic testing. I appreciate the City of Woodinville's ongoing efforts to ensure that 
King County builds a safe, reliable treatment plant that will be a good neighbor to the city. 
During the last six years, the City of Woodinville has spent considerable time and effort 
reviewing and commenting at every stage of the process, fiom the original establishment of 
siting criteria to the specific details of treatment plant design. We welcome your ongoing 
scrutiny of the project. 

The most important goal we have as a wastewater utility is to protect public health and the 
environment. Planning for earthquakes has always been important since we are located in an 
area prone to earthquakes; however, we have learned so much more since the Nisqually 
earthquake in 2001. The Everett, Seattle, and Tacoma metropolitan areas straddle three active 
and significant fault zones. If we are to provide public services to residents and businesses that 
choose to live here, we will have to build roads, bridges, emergency facilities and shelters, and 
wastewater facilities in, near, around, and even over faults. 

We cannot entirely avoid impacts of earthquakes, but we can design and plan for them to ensure 
that our residents and businesses will be safe. When Brightwater is built, the north King County 
and south Snohomish County areas, including Woodinville, will have the highest level of 
wastewater service, as well as the highest level of seismic protection, than anywhere else in our 
entire service area. I can say this because Brightwater will provide the highest level of treatment 
in the region and will have the capacity to carry more storm flows that any other part of our 
system. 

Brightwater is being designed to higher seismic design standards than any other part of our 
regional wastewater treatment system. If necessary, we can shut down the flows to Brightwater 
and send them to other treatment plants. There is no other place in our system where we can shut 
down plant operations and send the flow to our other treatment facilities, achieving uninterrupted 
service for Woodinville. If we have earthquakes that damage our other treatment plants, we may 
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