
07 March 2006 

Mr. Mark Henley 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
31 90 1 6 0 ~  Avenue SE 
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452 

'Ci l irms, bvsincss and lml g m m m t ;  
a community commilmml lo ourfihrrr.' 

Subject: King County Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) 
Seismic Testing 

Dear Mr. Henley: 

The City of Woodinville has lingering concerns over the completeness and adequacy of the 
seismic testing in preparation for the Brightwater wastewater treatment plant. As well, 
members of the community continue to express concerns over the completeness of the 
seismic testing. 

To date, King County has been both cooperative and responsive during phases of the SEPA 
process when the City expressed concerns about odor control, access to the permitting 
process, construction and operations, traffic and risk of surface pollution. In a world where 
you fight for what you want in hopes of getting what you need, Woodinville has achieved 
generally acceptable, though not universally optimal solutions to all the above. In these 
areas and risk of groundwater contamination, the Crty's consulting engineer has found the 
declarations of impact and proposed mitigations to be adequate. The City of Woodinville has 
also signed an agreement with King County accepting its SEPA disclosures as adequate--as 
has Snohomish County, the current underlying jurisdiction and permitting agency for the 
development agreement, site development and building permits. It is through its voluntary 
agreement with King County for access to permitting submittals (submittals that came after 
the agreement accepting SEPA adequacy) that one concern is raised. It is through 
continued contacts from the community over not closing the final "loopsn when preliminary 
trenching revealed the existence of South Whidbey Island fault lineaments across the 
Brightwater site that another concern is raised. 

King County has proposed the Brightwater wastewater plant as an essential public facility 
that will process 36 million gallons of waste water daily at phase I buildout. It will be located 
just north of the City, within Woodinville's urban growth boundary. The City has continued to 
work cooperatively with King County but has serious concerns regarding the proposed 
Brightwater facility not being designed and built to the appropriate seismic requirements. 
The City of Woodinville is requesting the Department of Ecology take action to ensure that 
the site is thoroughly tested for seismic faults and that the facility is properly designed to 
meet supported seismic requirements. 

As an essential public facility, the WWTF needs to be designed at a standard to ensure safe 
and uninterrupted operations under all foreseeable conditions. Operating with such high 
volumes of wastewater, and the toxic chemicals necessary in the treatment process, a failure 
of the facility during a seismic event could result in these being released, creating a health 
and safety hazard for both humans and the environment as well as impacts to the 
commerce. 
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