
August 4,2006 

Honorable Ron Sims 
King County Executive 
701 Fifth Avenue, Ste. 3210 
Seattle, WA 98104 

RE: Nottfication of Dispute Pursuant to Memorandum of Agreement Between King County 
and the City of Woodinville Regarding Mitigation for the Brightwater Project 

Dear County Executive Sims: 

As you know, the City of Woodinville is concerned about the Brightwater project's unresolved 
risks of seismic rupture and the resultant potential harm from catastrophic release of millions of 
gallons of waste and chemicals into the surrounding environment - including the City. These 
concerns have been brourrht to the fore through the exoertise of Dr. Robert Yeats. an - - 
internationally recognized expert, as well as through oiservations by the United States 
Geological Survey ("USGS") of recent seismic site tests by the County. The City has sought 
satisfactory reso1"tion of these, and other project issues, through established 
processes such as comments on plans and permits, correspondence with County officials and, as 
a last resort, following established procedures for questioning the Binding Site Plan. At the same 
time, concerned citizens have pursued analogous avenues which appeared to present 
opportunities for resolution. 

Until recently there was an expectation that, at a minimum, additional seismic testing on the 
Brightwater plant site would be properly conducted, would be subject to direction and review by 
agencies with expertise, and would therefore assist in resolving outstanding seismic concerns. 
Unfortunately, the recent seismic testing by the County did not meet these expectations, as 
reflected in comments by Dr.Yeats, as well as observations by the USGS. Further, it appears that 
the County's interpretation of the limited data obtained fiom that testing leapt to conclusions 
which, per these commentators, were not the only or even the first ones which the data would 
suggest. 

The County's openness and consultation with the City has appeared to decrease proportionately 
with Woodinville's articulation of concerns about the seismic issue in particular. This, and the 
County's methodical foreclosure of channels normally available for raising such concerns, leaves 
in question the County's substantive and procedural compliance with the City/County 
Memorandum of Agreement ("MOA"). 
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