
To the Editor: 
 
Brightwater brings the potential of lasting impacts on Woodinville. The 
Woodinville City Council is like many residents in wishing it would go away and 
become someone else’s problem. Wishing will not make it go away and so we 
must deal with the issues. The question is: how should the Council deal with 
them? 
 
Some people have suggested we play the politics of confrontation. We should 
stand up and say as loudly as we can “NO BRIGHTWATER!” This is an attractive 
idea because it is immediate, strong, and gives a chance to vent some 
frustration. Unfortunately it would also backfire on us. We do not need to give 
Ron Sims a reason to not listen to us. We do not need to be branded as NIMBYS 
and therefore marginalized. 
 
It’s understandable that people want us to create a political confrontation. Almost 
all TV coverage of political issues such as Brightwater show an angry crowd 
denouncing what is happening. What the media doesn’t show is the long, 
tedious, legal, public process that accompanies such issues.  The process is 
where things actually get accomplished. Why is Carnation no longer a potential 
site for a sex offender facility? It is not because of the angry residents or 
politicians of Carnation. It is because the site violates the standards set forth in 
the process and in the law.  
 
Many people would point out that Edmonds was able to not be the preferred 
alternative for Brightwater because of their combative political stance early on in 
the process. Even though Sims told us he would only base his decision on facts, 
that is possibly true because Edmonds would have been the permitting agency if 
it were built in its city. They would have a large amount of control over how the 
plant was built and therefore how much it would cost and how long it would take 
for approval. Edmonds also has Snohomish County on its side in terms of 
governance structure. While it may or may not be publicly denied, the County 
would benefit if it were on the Route 9 site for two reasons. The first is that there 
are many more voters in Edmonds than in the Route 9 area who can vote for 
Snohomish County officials. The second is that if it is built in Edmonds, 
Snohomish County will get a fraction of the millions of dollars of construction 
sales tax that will be generated. If it is built on the Route 9 site, the County gets it 
all. 
 
Woodinville has none of that leverage, because the site is unincorporated.  We 
must use the process. We must dot our I’s and cross our T’s and use every 
opportunity to comment on the legal record. We must push to get a seat at the 
table and we must push King County to do things right. If things are not done 
right we need to make sure we are in a position to mount a legal challenge if 
need be. It is in the courts of law and not the court of public opinion that the 
binding decisions will be made. 



 
The Woodinville City Council is doing what it must do. We encourage every 
concerned citizen to do what he or she feels they must do. We all must recognize 
that these are different things. 
 
Signed, 
The Woodinville City Council 
 


