
 
February 25, 2015 
 

Agnes Kowacz 
Associate Planner 

City of Woodinville 
17301 133rd Ave NE 
Woodinville, WA 98072 

 
RE:   Modi Reasonable Use Permit (CAE14001 and SEP14023) 

 Response to Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division c/o Karen 
Walter Email Dated Dec 9, 2014. 

  

Dear Agnus, 
 

This letter is to address the Email from Karen Walter with the Muckleshoot Indian 
Tribe Fisheries Division. The numbered responses below corresponds with the 
numbered comments in the Email from Karen Walter.  

 
1. This project is difficult to assess without more information about the proposed short plat and 

subsequent housing units. For example, is there a design that could offer some use of the 
property without impacting the entire stream/wetland buffers across the property as proposed? 
There is no information provided to determine other potential alternatives; therefore, reviewers 
cannot determine how this project (as proposed) truly meets mitigation sequencing required for 
both critical areas and Shoreline Management Act requirements. 

 

At this time there is the housing units are not known other than an 
approximate square footage and approximate proposed footprint location 
 

2. The details of potential stormwater impacts are lacking, too, without a definitive site plan to 
determine if the proposed stormwater management measures are sufficient to protect Little Bear 
Creek, its floodplain and buffer.  

 

The proposed stormwater management plan is shown on the site plan 
prepared by Beyler Consulting, PP1, dated February 25, 2015.  A preliminary 

drainage report has also been provided.  Dispersion techniques are proposed 
to manage the future driveways and rooftops from the three lots on the 

southside of the property.  
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3. There should be a figure that shows the regulated buffer against the existing site conditions and 
more detailed analysis about stream buffer functional impacts. From a rough estimate using the 
site plan, it appears that 12 trees that are 4 inches in diameter or greater will be permanently 
removed if the stream buffer reduction is permitted. However, we have yet to receive the tree 
inventory and may have further comments once we get this information. For what is provided in 
the Critical Areas Report, there is no detailed functional analysis about the reduced stream buffer 
that includes, but is not limited, to the loss of potential shade trees and future wood recruitment 
from the permanent removal of these trees. These are important issues as Little Bear Creek has 
problems with temperature, dissolved oxygen and a lack of wood to create habitat for salmon. 
The planted trees in the mitigation plan (all 1-gallon) are too small to function the same as the 
existing trees removed; therefore, they will only provide partial mitigation. 

 

A tree plan has been included in the latest submittal to the City of 
Woodinville.  
 

4. Several species of salmon, including ESA listed species are documented in Little Bear Creek, 
including the portion flowing through the property (see http://apps.wdfw.wa.gov/salmonscape/; 
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/reports/fishmaps/ default.aspx). The checklist indicates 
“none known” regarding fish species and ESA listed species. It is important that this information 
be correct, particularly if the applicant is one of the future tenants of the proposed housing units 
(assuming they are approved). 

 

No species of salmon were known at the time of preparing the SEPA.  The 

SEPA can be revised to correct this if requested by the City. 
 

 

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (253) 301-4157. 

 
 

Sincerely  

      
        

Brandon Loucks, P.E. 
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