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Jenny Ngo
From: Karen Walter <KWalter@muckleshoot.nsn.us>
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2016 10:00 AM
To: Amanda Almgren
Cc: ralph.svrjcek@ecy.wa.gov
Subject: RE: The Reserve at Woodinville, SEP16002, DRA16002, CAA16001, SCU16002, SDP16001, Notice of
Application follow-up comments
Attachments: Map 1 Lower Green River Riparian Aspect Priorities (MIT 2013) with Kw comment.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Amanda,

Thank you again for sending us the applicant’s responses to our March 16, 2016 comments regarding the Reserve at
Woodlands project referenced above. We appreciate the applicant’s consultant careful consideration of our comments.
We offer the following as additional comments to this project:

1. Riparian plantings and stormwater facility

We maintain our original recommendation that the amount of trees be maximized to provide shading of the stormwater
pond to keep this water as cool as possible should there need to be stormwater discharges to the Sammamish River
during the summer months. This may require modifying the proposed species composition by eliminating some of the
shrubs and replace them with native tree species that will be allowed to grow to the full height potential. Please note
that the trail along the stormwater precludes planting areas on the south side of the pond and site limiting the
restoration of trees and shading.

2. Reduced Riparian Mitigation Area

We note the applicant’s responses regarding the improvement of the Sammamish River buffer with the reduced planted
buffer over existing conditions; however, our comments are related to the proposed reduced riparian buffer and its
limitations on fully restoring riparian functions at this location. This project will result in a permanently reduced
shoreline/river buffer as long as the redevelopment facilities are in place. As this project is being evaluated under SEPA
and Shorelines, both of which require an assessment of impacts and riparian functions, we think it is very important for
the City to consider the existing Sammamish River conditions and how approving this project as proposed will improve
but not fully restore riparian functions. Part of these reduced riparian functions is limitations to providing effective
shade needed to reduce water temperatures in the Sammamish River which not only exceed State water quality
standards, but also create sub-lethal and lethal conditions for returning salmon that support the Tribe's fisheries.

We are quite knowledgeable about the existing site constraints, including the dredged and straightened nature of the
Sammamish River. The River’s configuration will not be modified because it is a congressional authorized Corps /County
flood control facility that has been in place since the 1960’s. The applicant’s proposal to remeander the entire
Sammamish River to resolve temperature issues is likely infeasible. Even if it were feasible, the opportunities to restore
the river’s sinuosity at this location would be limited by this project, as well as, other existing developments and
infrastructure. Rather, improving effective riparian shade is likely one of two highly important and viable options to
improve water temperatures in the river based on Ecology’s TMDL implementation plan that was done for the Bear-
Evans watershed for temperature and dissolved oxygen. In the TMDL implementation plan for Bear-Evans Creek,
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Ecology determined that the riparian buffer will need to be at least 50 meters (~165 feet) to provide effective shade (See
pages 15-18 in the second attachment). Ecology has started, but not yet completed the TMDL for the Sammamish River
and we expect similar outcomes as a result.

Please note that the applicant has not provided any detailed analysis to demonstrate that the 100-ft buffer will achieve
the same level of riparian function for shade and wood recruitment in their responses. Rather, they compare existing
site conditions to the proposed project, not necessarily the existing river conditions to what is needed to protect and
restore riparian functions. Shading on the western side of the river is extremely important. For example, in a similar
setting on the Green River, the west side of the river where it flows in a north/south configuration were determined to
be high and/or critical in providing shade. The issue at hand is the permanent preclusion of restoring riparian functions
at this location through the approval of the buffer reduction and redevelopment of the site that includes trails into the
regulated buffer precluding tree planting opportunities. The applicant has proposed to plant willows (we assume they
mean whips and not slips) waterward for a width of 10 feet and approximately 950 feet long. This measure will improve
the habitat conditions along the banks of the Sammamish River but the willows won’t provide as much shade as taller
native trees would because they don't grow to the same heights.

To resolve these concerns, the applicant should be required to maximize the amount of native trees to be planted in the
reduced buffer and plant trees elsewhere along the Sammamish River to provide effective shade to mitigate for the
permanent preclusion of restoring riparian functions at this location with the redevelopment project.

We appreciate the opportunity to continue working with the City to resolve our concerns. If you have any questions,
please let me know.

Thank you,
Karen Walter
Watersheds and Land Use Team Leader

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division Habitat Program
39015 172nd Ave SE

Auburn, WA 98092

253-876-3116

From: Amanda Almgren [mailto:AmandaA@ci.woodinville.wa.us]
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 3:40 PM

To: Karen Walter

Subject: The Reserve at Woodinville

Hello Karen,

Please see the attached response letter and revised planting plant for the Reserve at Woodinville at 15902 Woodinville-
Redmond Road NE. Please let me know if you have any further comments on this project.

Thank you,

Amanda Almgren

Associate Planner
amandaa@ci.woodinville.wa.us<mailto:amandaa@ci.woodinville.wa.us>
425-877-2285





