
OVERVIEW 

Woodinville Comprehensive Plan Update 
Vision 2035 Questionnaire 

Summary of Results 

The City of Woodinville issued an on-line questionnaire via Survey Monkey in November 2013 to obtain public input on the 
City's vision, challenges, values, and importance of housing, employment, and transportation characteristics and investments. 
Notice of the questionnaire was placed in City View, a newspaper insert in the Woodinville Weekly issued November 4, 2013. 
The insert is delivered to every address in Woodinville. A button link to the survey was placed on the City of Woodinville home 
page (www.ci.woodinville .wa.us), and a web link was also available at the Comprehensive Plan web page 
(http://www.ci .woodinville.wa.us/Work/ComprehensivePian2015.asp). Between November 1 and December 15, 2013 45 
persons responded to the questionnaire with 26 completed and 19 partially completed. 

Following is a summary of responses to the vision questionnaire: 

• Most respondents lived in Woodinville and supported the current vision, though several provided suggestions on areas to 
emphasize or clarify regarding residential density/zoning, transportation, natural environment, schools, and businesses, 
particularly tourism and wineries. 

• Most came or stay in Woodinville for its beautiful natural surroundings, good school district, safety, and community 
character and atmosphere. 

• Most important challenges facing Woodinville include maintaining and enhancing quality municipal services, quality 
schools, traffic congestion , quality development design and construction, and promoting a compact pedestrian friendly 
redevelopment in downtown, tourist district, and other commercial uses. 

• Housing characteristics desired were not particularly significant to respondents, but those housing characteristics found to 
be very important, important, or somewhat important, include homes available for purchase in your price range (detached 
single family, town homes, cottages, and condominiums), housing located within walking distance of work, shopping, or bus 
service, or housing that is clustered together to preserve natural areas. 

• Tourism, professional services, and education were the top types of employment respondents felt Woodinville should 
encourage. 

• Street improvements, sidewalks, and improved wait times at traffic signals, are the top desired transportation 
improvements. 

RESPONDENT LOCATIONS 

Question 1: Where do you live or own a business? 
A map of neighborhoods in Woodinville and a list of neighborhood names was provided to help respondents identify their home 
or business location generally (see following pages). 

All respondents answered question 1, and most lived in Woodinville city limits, particularly in the east residential 
neighborhoods. Many of those living outside of Woodinville in the unincorporated areas did not continue responding to the 
survey. 
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VISION 2035 QU ESTIONNAI RE 

Figure 1. Summary of Respondent Home or Business Locations 

Source: BERK 2013 
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Question 1: Where do ~ou live or own a business? (See the map) 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

East Wellington 8.9% 

Lower West Ridge 4.4% 

North Industrial 4.4% 

Reinwood Leota 6.7% 

Tourist District 0.0% 

Town Center 11.1% 

Upper West Ridge 4.4% 

Valley Industrial 0.0% 

Wedge 13.3% 

West Wellington 8.9% 

Woodinville Heights 11 .1% 

Maltby (Snohomish County) 0.0% 

Sammamish River Valley (King County) 2.2% 

Other (~lease s~eci~) 24.4% 

answered question 

ski~~ed guestion 

Response 
Count 

4 

2 

2 

3 

0 

5 

2 

0 

6 

4 

5 

0 

11 

45 

0 

"Other" Responses: 

• None 

• Cottage Lake area 

• Hollywood Hill 

• Unincorporated Woodinville- by Safeway 

• Hollywood Hill resident since 1973 

• Cottage Lake area 

• Hollywood Hills 

• Unincorporated Woodinville 

• Cottage Lake 

• Woodinville boundaries 

• kkkkkkkk 
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Figure 2. Neighborhood Map 

City of Woodinville 
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VISION 2035 QUESTIONNAIRE 

VISION STATEMENT 

Question 2: Thinking ahead now to 2035, would this vision statement still be 
correct? 
This question asked respondents to review the current Woodinville Comprehensive Plan vision statement and indicate if they 
thought that the vision statement is still correct for the new year 2035. 

On this page we ask you to review the current Woodinville Comprehensive Plan Vision and ask you to 
consider Woodinville's future in 2035. 

"In the year 2015*, Woodinville is a safe, friendly, family- oriented community that supports a successful 
balance of neighborhoods, parks and recreation, tourism, and business. We have preserved our Northwest 
woodland character, our open space, and our clean environment. We have enhanced our ability to move 
freely throughout the community by all modes of travel. Woodinville is a pleasant place in which to live, work, 
play, and visit, with a compact, inviting downtown that is attractive and functional." [Note: *2015 is the current 
date in the plan.] 

Most respondents believe that the current vision statement is still correct at about 74%. 

Figure 3. Thinking ahead now to 2035, would this vision statement still be correct? 

answered question 35 skipped question 10 

Those that answered "other" said: 

• Need better public transportation 

• Would it? How would I know the answer to this. There is no clear information given by the city. 
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Question 3: If you were to change anything in the vision statement, what would you 
change? 
A follow up question asked if respondents were to change anything in the vision statement what would they change. Thirty five 
persons responded to the question. While some indicated no changes were needed, a number of responses offered 
suggestions on alternative language or particular topics such as zoning, transportation, natural environment, schools, and 
businesses, particularly tourism and wineries. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

hhhh 

The last sentence is not very exciting. Woodinville is 'pleasant', 'attractive', 'functional'. Great if you are encouraging 
seniors to move here but not for young families and singles. The language sounds dated 

"Roads are very narrow. We have very few highways. We have worst roads in the country . 

At lease make 41ane roads." 

I would add something specific about preserving equestrian areas/lifestyles . 

Get rid of the entire city council. Hire outside non-biased no-drama group who have a strong background in city planning . 

Ongoing effort to upgrade and improve the town of Woodinville. We pride ourselves in creating and extending a safe 
haven for all our citizens, especially our growing youth population . 

nothing 

none 

Vision statement is good, but we have not attained certain parts of it. Roads are not safe due to lack of shoulders and 
lighting (think of 156th Ave NE). We do not have a balance of neighborhoods, it's either multifamily, R8 or R1. Woodinville 
is a very pleasant place to work, but with a daytime population change of over 70%, obviously not a pleasant place to live 
(at least close to where you work). 

Roads are very narrow. better to have 4 lane roads 

Woodinville will never re-zone our R1 areas into mashed together homes on R6 zoned land with a stamp as a yard . 

Rethink R-1 Zoning. Selected areas should be rezoned to R-4 to provide attractive affordable housing to young 
professional families. 

Nothing 

'""'Among eastside communities, we take a leadership role in preserving the natural environment."" 

Specific examples of this leadership might include: planting native trees and plants in parks and in public Rights-of-Way to 
help support native wildlife; preserving some undeveloped green spaces as natural areas; and acquiring select properties 
in the city-- particularly alongside streams-- to preserve as natural areas." 

More emphasis on our business being tourism, or calling out wine tourism, and agro tourism in the Sammamish River 
valley. 

improve traffic flow 

I would build another road to ease congestion. The getting on the freeway is horrible . 

health conscious food options 

Close-in rural atmosphere 
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VISION 2035 QUESTIONNAIRE 

Nothing 

Define what "woodland character" and "open space" means. To me it means keeping the Sammamish Valley exactly how 
it is (yes, I know, currently Woodinville doesn't have any jurisdiction over that area, but you get my point). 

Ability to move freely throughout the community is not accurate living on the west ridge 

elementary education 

nothing 

NA 

I would not change anything 

N/A 

"Balance of neighborhoods, parks and recreation, tourism, and business" -- something about retaining I increasing 
businesses that are interesting for locals, rather than just functional businesses for needed items. 

N/A 

Focus more on tourism, specifically highlighting that Woodinville is Western Washington's premier destination for 
showcasing boutique wineries, micro-breweries and craft-distilleries. 

I would see more mixed use neighborhoods instead of segregated chunks . 

Protection of R1 zoning . 

Grow downtown a bit 

Downtown. It's not inviting, nor will it ever be . 

The vision statement is good. We need to keep an emphasis on maintaining r1 zoning however. 

VALUES, CHALLENGES, AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Question 4: What qualities brought you to Woodinville I What qualities have kept you 
in Woodinville? (check all that apply) 
Question 4 asked respondents what qualities have brought or kept you in Woodinville. 30 persons answered the question. Of 
particular importance to respondents were: 

• 
• 

• 
• 

Beautiful natural surroundings 

Good school district 

Safe place to live 

Community character and atmosphere 

A number of persons (1 0) selected "other'', and those responses included the following thoughts: 

• Should clarify, I bought here in 1989, affordability probably isn't true anymore. 

• affordable acreage properties 

• All the wineries 
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• Reasonable cost real estate relative to the distance to Microsoft. If 202 or 405 weren't so ridiculously backed up, our 
desirability would increase. 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

I moved here in 73 because it was farmy. I wish it was still that way. But since it isn't, the city is as nice as it could be 
amid all of the growth 

Shorter commute than if we chose Mill Creek 

can't afford Kirkland 

Good general location 

The wine industry, specifically thinking about starting a small winery 

Wine and wine related 

Figure 4. Qualities Bringing to/Keeping One in Woodinville 
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Question 5: What do you believe are the most important challenges facing the City? 
About thirty respondents answered this question and could choose among the following: 

• Providing a wider range of housing choices/options 

• Improving pedestrian and bicycle access 

• Opportunities for family-wage jobs 

• Variety of park and recreation opportunities 

• Providing more retail and other types of businesses 

• Capital investments in community facilities, parks/recreation, senior center, transportation , stormwater, other capital 
investments 

• Reducing crime I enhancing public safety 

• Tax rates 
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VISION 2035 QUESTIONNAIRE 

• Protection of natural resources/critical areas 

• 

• 

Promoting compact, pedestrian friendly redevelopment in downtown, the tourist district, and other commercial areas 

Quality development design & construction 

• Traffic congestion 

• Quality schools 

• Maintaining and enhancing municipal services (police, fire/EMS, permitting, stormwater, transportation, water, sewer, etc.) 

The most important challenges facing Woodinville (Very Important and Important responses combined) included: 

• Maintaining and enhancing municipal services (police, fire/EMS, permitting , stormwater, transportation, 

water, sewer, etc.) 

• Quality schools 

• Traffic congestion 

• Quality development design & construction 

• Promoting compact, pedestrian friendly redevelopment in downtown, the tourist district, and other commercial areas 

The topics that were selected as less important included: 

• 

• 
• 

Opportunities for family-wage jobs 

Improving pedestrian and bicycle access 

Providing a wider range of housing choices/options 

Those that answered "Other" listed the following: 

• Need to purge city council to complete above challenges correctly 

• Increase public servants in our police and fire departments 

• Do not rezone or try to cram more cheap, low cost housing into this city 

• It is not the job of the city to have family wage jobs available. That is the employer's choice to pay wages that secures 
security for him or her and a profit. 

• Making it easier for small businesses, particularly in food services. We cater to chain restaurants when so much more 
character and quality could be added to Wdvl if it were more friendly to small businesses. 

• Promoting Woodinville as the premier destination for wineries, micro-breweries and craft-distilleries 
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Figure 5. Most Important Challenges 
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Source: BERK 2013 

Question 6: How important is it to provide more of the following housing 
characteristics in Woodinville? 
Thirty respondents could choose among the following housing characteristics and their level of importance: 

• Better mix of housing types (single-family detached, townhouse, cottage, multiplex, apartment, mixed use commercial with 
apartments/condominiums) 

• Rental homes available in your price range (detached single family, townhomes, cottages, multiplexes, and apartments) 

• Housing that is clustered together to preserve natural areas 

• Housing located within walking distance of work, shopping, or bus service 

• Homes available for purchase in your price range in the City (detached single family, townhomes, cottages, and 
condominiums) 
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VISION 2035 QUESTIONNAIRE 

In general there were no strong levels of importance of any of the characteristics. Those characteristics found very important or 
important totaled less than 50%. When adding in "somewhat important" the responses were a little more distinct and above 
60%: 

• Homes available for purchase in your price range in the City (detached single family, townhomes, cottages, and 
condominiums) 

• Housing located within walking distance of work, shopping, or bus service 

• Housing that is clustered together to preserve natural areas 

Figure 6. Most Important Housing Characteristics 
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Those that selected "other" provided additional thoughts: 

• Housing clustered together is the way forward . 

• The city needs to get competent people in the public works department for this to happen. They don't know their jobs. 

• Modify road ways leading into Woodinville and demand our city stop imitating an industrial dump site 

• We need to mix R2 (e.g. 2 SFR!acre), R3 and possibly some R4 sized lots into the R1 zoned areas of the city (60% is R1 ). 
We can do th is without compromising woodland character. Much of the R1 is already at R2 densities, it works just fine. 
There is much room for improvement regarding housing choice and offering something in-between R8 and R1. Recent 
zoning changes have made it even more difficult to introduce housing choices. 

• Don't MIX housing types. Keep housing zones clearly separated. 

• affordable senior housing now that Canterbury Square is gone 
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Question 7: What types of employment opportunities do you believe Woodinville 
should encourage? 
Thirty respondents provided their opinions about the types of employment opportunities Woodinville should encourage. Top 
responses included the following: 

• Tourist 

• Professional Services 

• Education 

• Retail/Restaurant 

Figure 7. Type of Employment Opportunities Woodinville Should Encourage 
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Those that selected "other gave additional thoughts: 

• Tourist- think wine industry and what has the City done for this lately? 

• LOWER small business taxes and remove bureaucracy/permit hell 

• Some small to medium-sized, business and professional offices. For instance, Cypress Semiconductor used to have an 
engineering center in Woodinville until they relocated to Lynnwood. 

• Technology 

• Supporting our local wine, beer and distillation companies 

• High tech 
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VISION 2035 QUESTIONNAIRE 

Question 8: How important are the following traffic investments to you? 
Traffic investments were rated in terms of importance by thirty respondents, with the following top rated as very important or 
important: 

• Street improvements/pavement restoration 

• Sidewalks 

• Improved wait times at traffic signals 

Figure 8. Important Traffic Investments 
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• No Opinion • Very Unimportant • Unimportant • Somew hat Important • Important • Very Important 

Source: BERK 2013 

Those that gave information under "Other" said: 

• Look at the sidewalks on the east side of 166th Ave NE. What a complete joke! The city of Woodinville should be 
embarrassed. The city needs competent people in the public works department. 

• Improve aesthetic look of our city, outside of 175th street, initiate overhead walkways for students, bring in Kirkland 
developers and follow their example. 

• Lighting is important also, maybe that goes dim in the later evening to reduce light pollution 

• No voting buttons for this one. Are you trying to trick people into saying city wide trail system is important? It is not. 

Question 9: Is there anything else related to Woodinville's 2015-2035 Comprehensive 
Plan you would like us to know? 
Thirteen persons shared the following opinions about transportation , businesses, housing, and other topics: 

• Roads are very narrow. We have very few highways. We have worst roads in the country. At lease make 4 lane roads. 
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• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

Until the city employs competent people and purges the city council , this survey is of no use. Based on the city's history, 
it's very clear that the people in public works and city hall are completely incompetent. 

REMOVE the mound of dirt and construct something, around the first 202 circle. Hazardous and unsightly 

no 

City vision has often been interpreted that the only way to maintain woodland character is to keep R1 zoning only; there 
are viable alternatives to this way of thinking. City vision also is often interpreted that housing must be concentrated 
downtown; this completely ignores the market for single family homes and all the benefits it provides for a community, and 
completely ignores viable options that would serve both existing and new residents. 

Your plans to stop re-zoning to cram more homes per acre . 

No thank you . 

Trolley connecting the Tourist District, Warehouse Wineries, and CBD is an excellent idea. Commuter rail and/or more 
road capacity to Redmond , Kirkland, and Bellevue would be great. 

improve freeway access to industrial area 

Many bicyclist groups use 156th for cycling . Please consider either restricting their usage or making a wider road with bike 
lanes. There is not enough room for the bikes and cars to travel safely together. Often bikers are 3 x 3 on the road and I 
have almost been hit several times head on by cars trying to pass them. 

public education 

na 

Please worry less about the streets and housing, and focus more on helping local business people start up their wineries, 
micro-breweries and craft-distilleries. Unblock (or ease) regulations and permitting to help businesses start and succeed. 

Question 10: Would you like to join our contact list to receive information and 
notices on future meetings related to Woodinville's Comprehensive Plan Update? If 
so, please include your email address. 
Eighteen persons provided their email addresses to be contacted in the future. The Development Services Department has 
added these addresses to a contact list for future public input opportunities. 
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